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HE following Letters, firſt written 
to a young Phyſician, who had 
deſir d the Author's Thoughts about this 
Subject of Fppers, together with thoſe of 
ſome modern Writers, drawn up in ſuch 
manner, as might be proper for his own 
Information , falling into a third hand, 
a haſty tranſcript was made thereof, with 

deſign of conveying the ſame to the Preſs ; 
of which being inform'd, to prevent a 
maimed Copy coming out, he promis d 
to reviſe them at his leiſure, and having 
made ſuch addition and alteration as might 
render them more uſeful, conſent alſo 

(if thought aer) to their er 

tion. 

If any Gentleman ſhould think bime 
ſelf wrong d, in that his opinion is ex- 
A - e _ pos 'd, | 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


pos d, it muſt be without cauſe ; ſince he 


has avoided medling with any one's pri- 
vate Sentiments, and brought nothing 


upon the Stage, that has not been openly 


avow'd, or divulg d in print. It is ſurely 


| every Man's duty to ſtand on the ſide of 
Truth, at leaſt what he thinks ſuch, 
(Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato, &c.) as 
well as to caution againſt Error, eſpecial- 


ly where Life may be thereby endanger; 
and provided this is done without perſo- 
nal Reflection, no Man can juſtly or rea- 
ſonably complain. | 
As it was another part of the Authors 
Defgn, to inform this young Geatle- 


man's Mind, as to his moral Converſa- 
tion; ſo if in expoſing the Immoralities 


of others, who are ſtill nameleſs, the bet- 


ter to draw him off from ill Examples, 
the Perſons reflected on ſhould think 


themſelves ill treated, this alſo would be 
as groundleſs, becauſe he points out no 
particular Perſon; but if thoſe who are 


really meant, make no ſcruple thus to 
_ their . , Fes... ſhould they 


5 think 


think it ſtrange that others ſhould. ob- 
ſerve them? or that the Age, looſe as it 
is, ſhould reſent ſuch unſeemly behaviour 
in a ſick Man's Chamber, of which no 
one can be guilty, , who has not ſurely 
firſt, ſhook hands with his Reaſon; how 
wiſe ſoever he may ſeem in his own con- 
ceit, as well as his Kellgion, if ever he 
had any ? 

It may be farther neceſſary, he ſhould 
make Apology for ſo rigidly oppoſing the 
Method of late introduced, of Practice by 
mechanic Theoreme, or taking phyſical 
Indications thence; as if a Man could 
not be an able Phyſician, unleſs firſt an 

Algebraiſt, and capable of reducing pi. 
cal Quantities and Numbers in the body 
of Man, to a mathematical Standard: In- 
deed the many foiil and fatal Errors he 
has ſeen committed, particularly in the 
buſineſs of Evacuations, more eſpeci- 
ally about the Problem of diminiſbing 
one Secretion by the mncreaſe of another, 
and vice verſa, by ſome too opinionated 
Men in this way, has made him more 
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| waty of putſaing this Courſe farther 
than Obſervation in the like Caſes, or 
a well grounded Experience, will juſtify 


the ſame; and he hopes the pardon of 
theſe Gentlemen of this exalted Genius, 
if he is ſo unhappy to differ from them, 
in believing that theſe two will be always 
the ſafeſt Guides to the practical Phyſician. 
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and Theories, either: Phy/i ical or 


q- 
chapical, 2s V4 and delu- 
T may perhaps ſcom ſtrange to ſome, 


if nat to you, | that. any Perſon's 
Thoughts, and much leſs mine, ſhould 
be ill wanting, or thought neceſſary 
ſo raging. for. thouſands 
of Years paſt, ang after: ſo many abler 
5110 | Ks Pens 


(| Wi. A Discourss 
(| 25 Pens employed thereon; a Diſeaſe which 
In dur Sydenham ® has remark d, takes up 
8 at leaſt two thirds of the whole Tribe, 
and often carries away more People than 
* all the reſt. A Diſeaſe ſo common and 
if - withal ſof fatal in the days of Hippacrutes, 
N : that out of forty two he gives us an ac- 
count of, he had the misfortune of loſing 
twenty five b; and yet, as you have ſome- 
times juſtly remark'drin private Conver- 
ſation, WhO cver looks over the large 
number. of Volumes written upon this 
Subject, might be induced to believe-that 
the Authors had thought very little more 
than to dreſs. up an Hypot heſis, or fur- 
niſh out ſome Theory: eſpecially our. late 
ones, not dictated ſo much by Nature 
{1 as their own Fancics. How elſe, ſurely, 
it is it come to pals, that whilſt-ſhe is ſtill 
| the ſame in all, Countries and Glimates, 
1 and has been, if not before, at. leaſt 
from the beginning of the Poſe- ailuvian 
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In His Epiſtle to Dr. Cole. As Dr. Freind has ob- 
ſerv'd in his Com. de Fb .....d a hd 
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World; yet with reſpect to our Writers 
in Phyſic, particularly about Feuers, 
e have almoſt as many Minds as Men, 
as well in regard to the Canes asthe Cave 
chereof. 15 571 « 91 
It has been: ſaid by ſome, there 1 is les 
Wander we have made ſo ſmall Improve- 
ment in the Knowledge both of this and 
others, ſince we forſook ourantient Guides, 
and ſet up for new Diſcoveries, and Hy- 
pothetical Advances: Among whom I 
find it the complaint of Rhaſes the Ara 
ian, as a late Writer © takes notice, thus, 
The Authors who have improy'd this 
Art, are not:a few, nor to be compre- 


©:hended: within the compaſs. of a few 


Veats: A thouſand Writers, perhaps for 
£:a thouſand Years, have been improving 
the ſame; and he that induſtriouſly 
© ſtudies thoſe Authors, will, in the ſhort 
. period of life, find out as much as if he 
had livd a thouſand Years himſelf, or 
+:<mploy'd thoſe thouſand Years in the 
fame Study of Phylſick : But if the peru” 
TA Fremnd in his Hiſtory of Phytick, Vol. III 
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© fat ef antient Authors comes once to 


be flighted what: can any ſiagle Per- 


< ſon find out? or what proportion can 


s hisporſonal Abilities, tho much ſupe- 
© rior to others, bear to the immenſe 


Treaſure of the Antients? In ſhort, he 


© that reads not the Books of the antient 


+ Phyſicians, nor underſtands ſomeching 


© of the nature of Diſeaſes, even. before 
he comes co viſit, will, when he attends 
£ the ſick, either through Ignorance or 
< Miſtake, overlook the Diſeaſe, becauſe 
he does not nenn eee 
s thing of it. 

In the latter part. of our - Author's Af | 
fertion, he is ſurely right; but the Query 
now will be, whether this Diſeaſe is ſo 


well underſtood, by reading either the 
antient or modern Authors, as from aur 


daily converſation with the ſick, and heed - 
own deliverance, when left to her ſelf 


at any time under like condition? from 


whence we may be after, the better en- 
abled to aſſiſt her by the means of Art. 


And 


Let. 1. Concerning FR VERS. 


And of this Mind ſurely was the ſame 
Countryman Avenzoar, Who tells us, 


4 that albeit he had a liberal Education, 


© That he had lkarn'd not only hat be- 


_ © Jony'd to a Phyſician, but out of a 


great deſire of Knowledge, every thing 
that was related either to Pharmacy or 
Surgery; notwithſtanding which helays 


© it down as a Maxim, that Experience 
s the right Guide and Standard ofa war- 


© rantable Practice, and muſt abſolve or 


« condemn ns in this Life and the next: 


11 


* Obſerving farther, that the Art of caring 


© is fo little to be obtain'd'by /oprcal Di- 


« ftinCtions, or  fophiſtical Subtilites, that 


© long Uſe, aſſiſted by a good Judgment, 
can only farnifh 17 ee TS 


"Tent. 


But as on the one ſide we are told, our | 


Neglect of the Antients, and Contempt of 


their Labors, has contributed to the ſmall | 


Progrefs we have made in the healing 
"BIN : $0 on the other, we have been 


n 
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e with Bigotry to their Opinions, 
and yielding a kind of implicit Faith to 
their Traditions; whence farther: Im. 


s .# 


provements have eſcaped us, and new 
Diſcoveries have been prevented, f for fear 


r 


al claſhing, with the antient Sages. 
Lhus it ſeems, between the too great. 
Neglect, and over- bearing Tondneſs of, 
Antiquity; do we, ſtand: culpable in the 
opinion of either Party; But indeed, when 
we conſider the Method ſince the time 
almoſt of Hippocrates, in which more par- 
ticularly the nature of Fevers. has been 
handled.;. how little Profit i is to be, ,xeap- 
ed by the young Practitioner from hence. 
I might ſay rather what Diſadvantage, I 
need not, lam ſure,acquaint you, who. are 
already well appriſed thereof; and whom 
I have: heard lament with another of the 
ſame. Profeſſion, c that. even among the 
multitude of Remedies, we had almoſt 


| loſt the Art of curing: Or that notwith- 
ſtanding we abounded with Syſtems 0 


© Editor novæ Editionis Lommii de Feb. in 5 juſdem 


Præfatione. 
7 ra@ices, 
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Let. 1. Concerning 'FEVERS. 

Prattices, States and Hiſtories of Phy- 
| ſick, for the moſt part, ſet forth by 
thoſe who have been little converſant 
therein; yet are we in a manner deſtitute 


of the moſt uſeful, vis. the Hiſtories of 


Diſeaſes, like Sydenham's, copied after 
Nature, or impartial Regiſters of Practice 
laid down with ſuch juſt and adequate 
Rules, as are neceſſary for ſtecring ſafe- 
ly the medical Compaſs, diveſted of Hy- 
A Theory, or Speculation. 

We have one Freind, tis true, among 
a Whole College of Phyſicians, who has 


taken much Pains this way; and to 


whom we are therefore as much indebt- 
ed ; but what is this among the great 
number of learned Men, who are truly 
qualified farther to improve this Art by 
their Obſervations, yet chooſe to remain 
ſilent? What the Bard has done being 
confeſſedly rather for the uſe of the 
Ladies in the Country, than the Practi- 
tioner here in Town: And truly had the 
venerable old Gentleman ſaved himſelf 
the Pains of his late Performances, it 


had 


& 
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had n poſſibly more for his Reputa. | 
tion : Since every one knows, whilſt an- 


other turn was to be ſerved, there was 


no Man ran farther. upon the Pomp of 
Medicine, or made it more a Myſtery 
than himſelf: And that end being an- 


ſwered, to expoſe the ſame now at laſt 
to the common People, what is this but 
like another O—r, , or Q—cy, 


to ſet up a Phyſician in every Family, 
or to make every one his own ? by 
which more Pcople have been ruined 
and undone, through Miſtake in the 
caſc, an ill timed Adminiſtration of a 
good Medicine, or ſome other Over-fight, 
than would by all their Diſcaſes, had 
they been left only to Nature, 

But to inſtance aow in ſome of theſe 
bypetbetical Writers, 1 will begin with 
a certain Phyſick Profeſſor f well known 
to us both, who has in a manner dil- 


charged the laſt Stages of the Blood, of 


my thing dali to our bi bodles, and 


3 — — —_— 
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17 Pr eee in his State of Phyſick par} Diſeaſes, £7 
diveſted 


Let. b. Contrrning FE ERS. | 


the Diſeaſe, whether acure or. chronica 
is placed in the Alimentul DOuttns, ot 
the Prime ie, by which are under 

ſtood the Stomach and Guts; wWhence o- 
ther Remedies, how potent fo: ever, and 
which have been found uſeful to :ſitbju- 
gate the ſame, ate hereby in a manner 
cuaſhierd; and ſuch only as opetate on 
theſe firſt Paſſages, that is Yomrs and 
Purges, are entertained ; to prepare the 
way for this very ſingular Negimm 
_ you Have heard farcher that Oilr ate to 
be adminiſtred, with a:view:of ſheathing 


25 
Aiveſtell the fut, togerher wih eite Jaices 

| thente ſecreted, excepting the >bizous, 
of any noxious qualities, whilſtrhe ſeit of 


the parts from the depredations of theſe = 


behnbus Salts, as well as fitting them for 
expulſioh by the #1 ανν τ Catharfis. 


Thus has this fearned Gentienan and 
great Naturaliſ prevailed wir many, even 
of the Female Sex, to run this dmiting. 
chyſtering and pusging Guntiet daily, or 

cach othtr day, for ſix weeks or two 

months en to get rid of a ſup- 
poſed 


A DIscou Rs .-..* 


poſed Ag. Fortis in their Stomachs, giv- 
ing riſe to ſome Complaint, how diſtant 
ſoever from the ſame. A Vomit over 
night, a Purge next morning, with an 
ety, .Clyſter three or four hours after. 


Next day an oily Draught, or a Vomit. 
The day following a Purge and an oily 


Clyſter; and ſo de Die in Diem, till 


the ſicx Man grows tired, or being __ 


ay is forced to give over. 


And this Method 1 have heard alſo 
bu been purſued, without regard tothe 
already over relaxed Fibres of the Ventri. 


cle and Inteſtines, the ſlimy Saburra on 
the pluſhy Coat of the ſame, or phlegma- 
tic Infarctions of their Glands; much bet- 
ter removed by Vomits (where ſuch arc 
wanting) of another kind. The Idia. 


ſyncraſia, Nauſea, Anorexy, Dyſpepſy 
or Apepſy after once empyting the ſame 


Paſſages, requiring a different Manage- 
ment, as by the Amaro aromatica cha. 


Iybiata & corroborantia: But ſuch is the 


Perſuaſion of the Doctor, be the Diſeaſe 
Where ever, the Source is here, and | 
I accordingly 


> 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERs. 17 
| accordingly down goes the 'Oy/, to 
blunt the offending Salts, then the Vo- 
mit to diſcharge them: But this not 
ſufficing, next day a Purge, and up 
muſt go the Chyſter, to fetch off what 
was got too far out of the nn of the 
preceding Vomit. 5 a 
It were needleſs to give a Canlopur 
oOf Diſtempers that are thus to be vanquiſh- 
ed according to this Author, ſince all 
are concluded under the ſame; nor 
need I re- mind you of a Perſon who 
told us he had taken ſeveral Quarts 
of Oyl, two Dozen of Chſters, with a 
like number of Purges, in leſs than ſix 
Weeks time, to get rid of an iſchiadic 
Diſtemper, which ſtill continuing, was after 
removed by an Epiſpaſtic applied upon 
the pained place, without a Grain of 
Phyſick of any ſort; nor have I lciſure 
to acquaint you how vain and fruitleſs 
the ſame Courſe has been to many 


: others whoſe Stomachs (ſome) have 
been thereby ſo nauſeated, that neither 

Phylick nor Food, for a long time after, 

B Could 
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could be retained; the very ſight of the 


Oyl having ſet ſome tender Stomachs 
upon retching, as that of the C/yſter- 


pipe has been ready to do others, upon 


the double Operation; of which my 
ſelf was once a Witneſs. . „ e 
But it were ſurely paying too great 
regard to a whimſical Opinion, to en- 
large further thereon; eſpecially ſince 


the ſame has been long ſince animad- | 


verted, in a Diſcourſe: by way of 8 An- 
ſwer to what the Doctor has made . 
lick in relation thereunto. 


The next I ſhall obſerve 3 the | 
ſame Claſs, ſhall be that of another ve- 


ry ſingular Man, h who. at his firſt ſet- 
ting out was reſolved to be taken no- 
tice of, for Novelty likewiſe of Opi- 


nion, which was, that our Stomachs 


could never abound with too much 
Acid; and that the contrary Quality, 
vig. the Alkaline, was She Root of Db: 
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eaſes, as well Fevers as others: Hence 


the Orange and Vinegar Merchants In- 
tereſts were to be promoted: The Spz- 


Tit of Sulphur, and Vitriol, the Cream, 
Chryſtals, and Vitriolate Tartar, were 


like Salt, to ſeaſon all Things, and 
Pickles the only Condiments to our 
Foods. Theſe were to take off the 
Efferveſcence of the Blood in feyeriſh 
Ebullitions thereof, to incide the viſcous 


Humour, drain away all tartarous ſcor- 
butick Salts by the Kidnies, fortify the 
Stomach, promote Digeſtion, brace up 
the relaxed Tone of the ſame part, ex- 


cite Hunger; in a Word, to allay all 
preternatural Ferments, ariſing by means 


of alkalious Salts: So that in ſhort I 
know no Man to whom the following 
Remark of Dr. Freind is more applicable 


than to this Author, who having ob- 
ſerved the Miſchief of a hot Regimen 


in Fevers, delivers himſelf thus, on the 


oppoſite Side: Eſt & alia huic diverſa 


Inſania, quam inſaniunt nonnulli quo- 


rum in Acidis, poſita eſt omnis curatio: 


„„ Qui- 
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a ſpem nullam niſi in Aceto, aut 
pomorum agreſtium ſucco collocant, quaſi 
guia Metus fit ægrotum comburere, ideo 
protinus frigore enecare oporteat. 

Of a contrary Opinion to this, was 
one perhaps of as ſour a Temper, *how- 
ever a more fortunate Practitioner, the 
wealthy Alkalinus, who ſcem'd, upon a 


much more reaſonable Foundation, to 


have taken up a quite different Perſua- 
ſion, that an Acid was the chief Enemy 
to our Engliſh Conſtitutions, and wo- 
ven, as it were, in a greater or leſs De- 
gree with moſt of our Diſeaſes : Where- 
fore it was rare to find a Preſcript of 
this Gentleman's without one or more 
of the Teſtacea or abſorbent Powders, 
to conflict with this Acidity, if not in 
the Blood, in the Juices of the mee 
and Guts. 

That ſuch an Humour does predo- 
minate in theſe Parts, even of Infants 
and young Children, we need ſurely no 


* _ — 
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other proof than the curdled Milk 
thrown up in yomiting, or thoſe gripy 
Stools, as the good onen call them, 


fo frequently enſuing; that an acid Ef. 


ferveſcence is the cauſe alſo of the con- 


vulſive Tormina of theſe little ones, is 


as evident, from the ſame yielding to 


theſe alkaline Remedies, as to a Charm; 


that the like gives riſe to the 4 
at the Mouth of the Stomach, or upper 


part of the Oeſophagus, by the Greeks 


named lap, alſo KerpOhaypubs, by our 
People the Heart- burn, is as manifeſt 
from its removal the ſame way. 

Again, that ſuch Acid, encountering 
with other Juices, keeps up a Luctus in 
the Blood of Hectical, and ſome of the 
ſcorbutick Patients, producing thoſe col- 


liquative Sweats and Fluxes which of. 


ten attend them, is farther apparent 


from ſo many of their Recoveries, when 


timely enterprized, by means of the 
Aſs's Milk, and the plentiful uſe of the 


ſaid Powders. Laſtly, that this Acid is 
ſo fatal to others, appears alſo from the 
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ſour Eructations, curdly Vomitings, and 


Gripes with Looſeneſs, when the Milk 


Diet, upon this Occaſion, is forced to 


be laid aſide, and the Teſtacea conti. 


nued; altho with ſome other Vehicle, 


ſuch as the temperating Decoctions of 


China, Sarſa, E ryngo, or the Decoctum 
Album. 


No wonder then this very ſucceſs- 
ful Phyſician, having found by Expe- 


rience that nothing came up ro theſe, 


was ſo very fond of them, as to make 
them almoſt the whole of his Materia 
Medica; inſomuch that one of his 


Creatures, who had raiſed an Eſtate un- 


der him, has been often heard to ſay, 


that Alkalinus, to his Knowledge, had 


acquired above fifty Thouſand Pounds 
by the Powders of Crabs Eyes, Pearl, 
Coral, and the Crabs Claws. 


I muſt own to you, my Friend, that 


taking this Gentleman for a Guide at 


my firſt ſetting out, I had formerly free 
acceſs to his File, and have looked over 


many Thouſands of his Formule, where, 
however 
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= bl Caſes might vary, the Teſtacea 
' ſeemed the Sheet Anchor, although di- 
N rected in diverſe Forms, both in acute 
as well as chronick Sickneſſes. He dealt 


much indeed in Mineral Waters, ſome- 
times for Vehicles, to waſh the others 
down : But neither will I detain you lon- 
ger with the Management of this great 


Practitioner, great indeed, on the ac- 


count of a vaſt Eſtate he had acquir'd by 


a fortunate Practice; yet how far excel- 
ling others, in good Literature, good 


Breeding, or good Uſage of the reſt of 
the Faculty, or thoſe related to it, I ſhall 
not take upon me to determine; 


leaving that to others, who were better 


neee with him. 
Whilſt quitting him, the next under 
the ſame Tribe, I mean the Hypotheti- 


cal, I ſhall obſerve, is one, who I fear 


did more Miſchicf than any, if not all 
the other; I mean Pyrophilus or Philo- 


| gyrus, who had taken up a Belief that 


Pr. z vid. Pyretologia fave Tract. Ejus de 
Feb. 5 | | | 


B 4 there 
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there was a kind of Venom or poiſonous 
Ferment, which at theſe times had ſeiſed 


on the animal Spirits, and conſequently 


that the true and radical Cure of Fevers, 


conſiſted in the exhibiting ſuch Antidotes, 
as were fit to encounter and ſubdue the 


ſame: ſuch chiefly were the Theriacal 


.Compoſitions, the Confect. of Mithri- 
date, the Elect. ex Ovo. the Rad. Serpen- 


tar. Contrayer va, and the like: Theſe, 
all under the Name of Alexipharmicks, 
were called in, unleſs the Diſeaſe began 
to remit, and then the ſole Antidote 
was the Cortex; as at once extinguiſh. 
ing the Ferment, and overcoming the 
Piſcaſe, if the Patient was not deſtroy d 
* the ſame, or the Remedy. yy 
Lou are to underſtand, Sir, by the way, 
that theſe venene ferments, thus impli- 
cating themſelves with the animal Spi- 
rits (which our Author here diſplays, de- 
fines their Nature and Properties, as 
things ſelf evident) and conſtituting the 
different Species of Feuers, differ only 
among ä in Degrees thereof. 
= Thus 


"gt 2 


Let.r. Concerning FEveRs. 
Thus if the Venom which has ſciz'd them, 


be of a mild Nature, and they in good 
Heart, or Condition, they may poſſibly 
get the maſtery in twenty four Hours, 


altho, perhaps, the ſame Ferment may 
muſter up freſh Force at certain ſtated 
periods: Whence the Riſe of Intermit- 


ing Fevers. 

From the next Degree thereof, taking 
hold of the ſaid Spirits, being now as 
it were broken, and more violently ſmit- 
ten, ſo that with their utmoſt Force 
and Endeavours, they are unable to con- 
traſt therewith, or to gain a Victory in 
the Space of one Day, two or three, 
there is then form'd the . or 
Continual Fever. 

Again, from a yet more intenſe De- 


gree of this poiſonous Ferment, the Spi- 


rits leſs able to expand themſelves or diſ- 


ingage therefrom, notwithſtanding their 


utmoſt Efforts and Labour, they now 
grow inraged and tumultuating, are, as 


I may ſay, hurried into a State” m 


| on, W up the whole Fabrick ; 
| * fone 
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ſometimes exciting enormous Vomitings, 


at others carrying all before them into 
the Cloſe-Stool; ſometimes breaking 


forth in ſallies both ways at once. 


Hence the Inflammatory Fever, or the 
Colliquative, together with the Rhuema- 
tic, univerſal or particular; the Pluriſy, 


 Peripneumony, Angina, the Scarlet, Varo- 


lous, Morbillous, the Diarrhea, Dyſente- 
ria, Cholera and Cholic of the Stomach and 
Guts, according to the diverſe Indoles of 
the Venom, thus affecting the Spirits, with 
their concomitant Symptoms. 
Laſtly, from the higheſt Degree of 
the Contagious Miaſms, ariſeth the Ma- 
lignant, or cue, the extreme of which 
produceth the Peſtilential or the Plague 
it ſelf; when the Spirits, by means there- 
of are knocked down in the twinkling 
of an Eye, at the firſt onſet ; and being 
impares Congreſſui Venenato, reſign their 
Arms, after they have reccived ſeveral 
Marks of their Enemies Weapons, as 
the black and blue Spots, Carbuncles, &c. 
But here you arc to note, that as the 


4 Benign 


Let. 1. Concernimg FEVERS. 


| Benign or Mild is ſometimes changed 
into the Malignant, ſo this laſt may tack 
about, recover new ſtrength, and turn to 
the Benign or Mild (the worſt of them 


in the Beginning taking the appearance 
of the febris continens) accordingly as 
the Spirits are preparcd for battle; for as 
I have already obſerv'd, where theſe are 


1 ſtrong, and the Venom mild in its Nature, 


the cu is produc'd ; but where that is 


[ potent, and theſe are weak, the c vox ©», 


wigs always partakes of Malignity, and 
before it can be ſubdued, its ſhape muſt 
be changed into that of the ous. m 

From this Hypotheſis of the Venene 


Ferment taking ſeizure in this Manner 
upon the Animal Spirits, our Author 
deduces theſe two curative Indications, 
vit. the Extinction of the ſaid Ferment, 


and Relief of the Symptoms. 


If the Fever be of the malign Kind, 5 
the Expanſion of the Spirits is to be pro- 


moted by 3 and Vela cato- 


\ 
* 
* 3 . _— 3 3 21 + 11 L 
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ries, 
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ries, the former more mild, if neither 


Convulſion nor Coma are preſent, and of 
the hotter Sort, if complicated therewith; 


but no Purgative is to be adminiſter'd till 
the Poiſon is entirely ſubdued, either by 
the Bark or the warmer Antidotes. 
have given you here, Sir, a Tranſla- 
tion in a Manner of Pyrophilus's own 
Words n, by which you may ſee how this 
learned Phyſician, after the Example of his 
Predeceſſor Dr. Willis, is marſhalling his 
Army of Spirits, leading them on to en- 
counter the Enemy, detaching ſome one 
way, whilſt others arc order'd a quite con- 
trary; ſome firing from one quarter, others 
yanquiſh'd and put to flight, that had been | 
call'd to a different Poſt : So that if this be 


not buildingCaſtles in theAir, to be attack- 
ed by Phantoms, or laying a Superſtructure 


that has no Foundation, nothing can : 


The Difference indeed is wide in the Con- 


ſequence, in that, one may be demotiſh'd 
without Danger, but by the other, we 


E — 


2 See the Elenchus aforeſaid. | 
/ : p : 8 : 


Let. 1. Concerning FEE v ERS. 


are ſacrificing Mens Lives to meer Hy- 


pot heſis. 


To the ſame Degree of Inadvertency, 


not to call it Madneſs, did this Gentle- 


man carry his grand Antidote, the Bark, 
which was thrown in upon every the 


leaſt Remiſſion, or before any Type was 
formed that might encourage the ſame 


to be given with Safety. It muſt be 
own'd he had great ' Succeſs in curing 


| Fevers, about the Time he compi d his 
Treatiſe upon that Subject, when the 


Fever, which was then epridemical, had 


a more than common Diſpoſition to the 


intermittent Kind. But ſhould we at all 
Times, embolden d by his Example, fall 


upon the ſame Practice, how fatal it muſt 


often be, I ſhall leave the moſt experi- 


encd of the Faculty to determine; be- 


ing my ſelf ſufficiently convinc'd by di- 


verſe late Miſcarriages of ſome, through 


its ill timed Adminiſtration. 


But I ſhall no longer detain you with 
this learned Man's Hypotheſis, which 
was level'd rather to burn than freze the 
Dn = Og ns AY NIRO . 
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poor patient to Death; or if he happen d 
to eſcape, it was to be however through 


Fire, as our late Commentator upon 


Hippoc: de Feb. has thus expreſt it. © Nam 

& Ille ipſæ, quas adducit Hiſtoriæ, pa- 
lam faciunt, pleroſque quorum curam ha- 
buit egrotos, aut excalefactos interiiſſe, 


aut ſaltem ws dia wueos evaſiſſe. 


And thus in Fevers, requiring the moſt 
temperate or rather cooling Regimen, as 


thoſe of the inflammatory Kind; and par- 


ticularly the confluent Small Pox, the 
Sick were ſure to be ſcorched up with 
the hotteſt Medicines, under a pretext of 
fortify ing the Spirits, againſt a ſuppoſed 
Poiſon that had taken hold of them ; 1 
enough is ſaid hereof. 

To enter now upon the Definitions of 


Feuers, given us by ſundry Writers, 


would be almoſt an endleſs and a uſeleſs 
Task; as containing very little Inſtruc- 
Bea, 1 _— ap none in the I eres: 
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of: Thus one tells us, that a Fever is 
nothing more than a prædominancy of the 
ſfulphureo ſaline Particles over the ſalino 
| fulphureous ; a ſecond, that the Eſſence 
thereof depends upon the inordinate Ele- 
vation or Exaltation of the oily or fiery 


Particles, above the terrene and watery. 


The Chymiſts make a Stir about their 


Acid and Alkaly, contending for the Vic- 
_ tory, together with the Diſcord of UE 


Principles. 


Our famous Willis, who was a Fautor 


to ſome of theſe, expreſſeth himſelf upon 
this Head in the following Words ?. 


Vieruntamen ipſa febris, eſt ſolummodo 


Sanguis (cum liquore ner voſo ſucco ali- 
bili & ſero adſcitiis) qui excandeſcentia 
 fua, ſupra modum ebulliens & per vaſa 


cum impetu citatus, calorem præter na- 


turalem in toto corpore diſfundit, ac Fe. 


bris rationem formalem inducit. 
And coming to explain himſelf farther 


upon the mne; he goes on, attamen quo : 


—_— 
"PEN 


Opera Willifj apud non Vol. I. p. 63. 
FC TS pacto 
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Let. I. 


th ha fat, non niſi ex Sanguinis ejuſ. 
dem Natura intime perſpecta, & liquoris 
ejus velut Anatome, Spiritu (ſcil.) ſul- 
phure, ſale, terra, & Sluts, planum 
habeatur. 
Some others of them have made mor- 
ter Work, as well in the Defining, as the 


Cure, confidently aſſerting that a Fever 


is nothing elſe but the Archæus enraged; 
and accordingly boaſting of their ſeveral 


5 Panacæad's or Sedativa, aſſure us, that 


without any regard to Evacuation of mor- 
bid Particles or peccant Matter, the ſame 
will allay the Tumult, and render all 
tranquil, throughout the animal Govern- 
— : 


| Related ſurely to this, is the Story of 


Cardimelech and Michrocoſmeter, ſo for- 


mally told by a late grave Writer 9 in his 
Hiſtory of Phyſick, altho fit only to be 
inſerted in a phyſical Romance; but lea- 
ving this Jargon to the Tribe it belongs, 
and who under the vail of uncouth Err : 


— 


125 8 


thets, 


| thets, myſterious, dark and obſcure Phra- 
ſes, or unintelligible Sounds, amuſe their 


Readers with ſtrange Notions of theit 
Myfticks or profound Philoſophy, as be. 


ing Nature's chief Favourites, and let in- 


to her Secrets: I ſhall take no farther No- 
tice of them, nor yet of the Hypothetical 
Writers peculiarly ſo denominated ; but 


haſten to thoſe which are term'd Mecha- 


nical, where ſurely we may expect ſome 
greater Certainty and Satisfaction, as well 
as ſafer Guide to Practice, on the account 
of the mathematical Demonſtration here 
mp us. i 

But alas, od Sit; I am afraid we arc 
now as much bewildred as in the for- 
mer, and that the Certainty theſe-pre- 


tend to in their Theorems, Propoſitions, 
Axioms, Lemma's, Scholia's, Corollaria s, 


or whatever they pleaſe to call them, 
will afford us as little help in the Cure 


of Fevers, as thoſe. we have now men- 


tion'd. 


They tell us indeed, that the Body of 
Man, as of other Animals, i is only a piece 
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of Mechaniſm, form'd by mechanic Laws: 
That as the ſolid Parts are ſubjected to 
the Rules of Geometry, ſo ate the Fluids 
to the Hydroſtaticks; and that there is 
always an Agquilibrium maintain'd be- 
tween theſe two, when the Machine is 
in right order, which is what we call the 
State of Health : Sickneſs being nothing 
elſe than a Diſorder of ſome kind, either 
in the Solids or the Fluids, by which the 
ſaid Equilibrium is deſtroy'd, or the Ba- 
lance turn'd to one ſide or the other. 

A Standard * Bearer who hath lately 
furniſh'd out a New Theory of 'Phy/ick, 
rccongird to Sir Iſaac Newton's Princi- 
ples, is ſo very fond, and full of this;Ba- * 
lance of Nature, that we > have few Pages ] 
without it. 

Firſt of all, he be N us that all Diſea- 
tes, whether Acute or Chronic, © depend 
on the Motion of the Veſſels elevated 
or depreſt beyond the Standard of Na- 


all. a. k & — 4222 2 


„ Let. 1. Concerning FEVR RS. 33 
5: ture: And the ſeveral Degrees of them, 
o do the ſeveral Degrees of Conttaction 
is or Relaxation of ſuch Veſſels; and the 
is © Motionof the Fluids conſequent there- 
. * on; for. (Gith he) an Augmentation ot 
is Contraction of the Veſſels elevated, (o 
ie Jon mind me) above the Balance of 
8 | Nature, will encreaſe the Diviſion of 
er the Blood; which enereaſed Diviſion 
ne * of the Blood, will augment the Motion, 
„ & *the Quantity and Heat, and ſo beget a 
| Fever; which is no other than an in- 
ly; *« creaſed Motion of the Blood from a 
k, Vibration of the Veſſels above the Stan- 
j- * *+ dard of Nature: For there cannot be 
2a an inordinate Elevation of the oily of 
es * fiery Parts of the Blood, as Sir R.—4, 
8. fuppoſes, unleſs the Solids are 
< equally elevated above the Standard of 
* Nature: In a flight Fever, the Blood 
< encreaſes but little above the Balance, 
* As in the Ephemera, which: When of 


SOOT 


J : = is but the ſame Fever Fares 
1 | 2 * augmented beyond the Balance 75 Na- 
3 | | C 2 bs ture: ? 
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ture: this turns to the putrid & ynochus, 
and this to a Cauſus. 


Again, ſaith this expert ee 


as acute Diſeaſes, ſuch as Feuers, pro- 


ceed from the Blood's thus encreaſing 


above the Balance; ſo Chronicks pro- 
ceed from the Solias depreſt denanth 


* the Balance of Nature. | 
Upon the firſt of theſe, for the ſake of 
its Singularity and Perſpicuity, -I ſhall 
preſent you with a Thread of his Argu- 
ment, that you may ſee how Sir 1/aac 


is carry'd all the way therein. 


From an elevated Contraction, the 
Blood obtains a greater Force and Mo- 
tion; hence greater Diviſion, hence an 
encreaſe of Quantity and Fluidity: And 
thus from greater Divuiſion, Motion and 
* Quantity encreaſed, muſt ariſe Heat, 
Thirſt, with the other concomitant 
Symptoms of a Fever; for the Blood 


A 


. 


a 


* arviamg faſter than it can be detach d 


tt. 
= 
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FM 


through the perſpiratory Emunctories of 


the Skin, is the immediate Cauſe of 


the Heart's preternatural beating: Which 
preternatural Diviſion of the Blood, a-. 
riſes from the additional quantity of 
the obſtructed perſpirable Matter, ad- 
ded to the natural quantity of the Blood: 


but hear a little more. 


The Cauſe of all acute, Wo IPOEeY 


tory Fevers, ſuch as the Quincy, Pleu- 


riſy, &c. is from a Contraction of the 
Heart and Arteries elevated above the 


Balance of Nature : This elevated Con- 
traction cauſes the Blood to take up 


more room by fuſing it in the Arteries, 
which cauſes a greater glut to be de- 
termin'd upon the Lungs, Pleura, in- 


tercoſtal Muſcles, than the Veſſels of 
the ſame can diſpenſe with; which 


therefore cauſes S7agnation, turning to 
an Inflammation, which cauſes all the 
Symptoms attending theſe Diſcaſes ; 
but the Cauſe of Quincy particularly, 
is from the Blood's ſtagnating on the 
Parts of the Larynx : And the Blood 

i > ſtagnates 
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tagnates upon the Parts of the Larynx, 
becauſe the Contraction of the carotid 
Arteries is eleyated above the Balance, 

which cauſes the greater g glut than thoſe 
Parts can detach by the ſecretory Veſ- 


a „ Q * 


A 


* which'cauſes the Inflammation, Fever, 
* quick Pulſe, and all the Symptoms.” 
You have heard the Story, doubt not, 
of the Butcher that kill'd the Ox, that 
gor d the Dog, that worry'd the Car, that 
Kill d the Rat, that kill'd the Mouſe, that 
cat the Corn, that lay in the Houſe that 
Fack built. Having now done with the 


— you ſhall have a Taſte only 


of the {ſame Mechaniſm, i in the mall, nant 


| F. Ver. 


In very malignant Fevers, ſome Parts 
« of the Blood are often ſeparated from 


the Maſs, when being by the Force of , 


the Arteries, driven beyond the ſphere 
* of Attraction (the Balance is laid aſide 
for the preſent) they can never after 

« joyn again therewith, becauſe of the 


f Roe $ ; Reprile on; but aſſuming to them- 


c < {cl ves 


ſels, upon which a Lodgment is made, | 


. „ 
4 7 


< ſelves an attractive Power, (for you 
© muſt underſtand, there is in the Blaad 


© an elefirical Attraction as well as Re. 


« pulſion) they become the center of At. 
fraction to every Thing that comes 
within their particular Spheres : Where 
* on the Surface thus impel'd, they form 


© perechial Spots, uſually accompanying 


* malign Feuers. 

Our learned Mechanician is indeed fo 
modeſt, that when deſcending to the 
Cauſe, i. e. the primary, of theſ@ kind 
of Fevers, tho he has diſcover'd that they 
proceed from the Air; yet how the A- 


toms are modify'd that conſtitute thoſe 


Qualities therein, which become ſo hurt- 
ful to us, he does frankly own the ſame 
to be ſupra Captum. 

There being ſomewhat ſo uncommon, 
I think, in this Gentleman's cloſe purſuir 


of an Argument, I ſhall, if only for your 
Entertainment, deviate a little, to pre- 


ſent you with his Mechaniſm of Chro- 


Y nic hs. 
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< Now, faith he, we are to conſider 


the Cure of Diſeaſes ariſing from any 
other ſtate of the Solids, wherein the 


Blood forms Viſcidities, and of Con- 
ſequence, chronic Diſeaſes, and the Blood 


forms Viſcidities, and conſequently 


chronic Diſeaſes, when its compound- 
ing Particles go into too cloſe a Con- 
tact ; and they go into too cloſe a Con- 
tat, when they receive not duc Infor- 
mation from the Jo/zds, when their 
contraQtile Powers are impair'dand ſunk 
in their Motions beneath the Balance 
of Nature: As to the Cure of theſe 
our Buſineſs is, (do you obſerve) to 
gct acquainted with a ſet of Medicines, 


that will raiſe the impulſe of the Solids, 


encreaſe their natural Springineſs, and 
reſtore their Machinulæ, upon which 


their contractile Powers depend; which 


will enable them to fuſe the Blood, de. 
ſtroy the Viſcidities, and render them 


ſmall enough to paſs their Secretions. 


From all this mechanically connected, 


having ſhewn us the Cure of chronica! i 


Diſcaſes, 
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i N | Diſcaſes, he gives us the following of 


Concerning FEVERS. 


acute, but particularly Fevers. ” 
That the Ground of all Fevers being 


in the Blood's dividing faſter than can 
be detach d by the ſeveral Emunctories, 


< from an Elevation of the Solids above 


© the Balance ;(whichwe have nom again 


* taken up) Bleeding is conſequently the 
* beſt Remedy to take off the Tenſion of 


©. the Solids, and ſubſtracting the Cauſe, 


* by removing alſo ſome part of the ad- 
S 


< ditional Load. Secondly, To admini- 
ſter Sudorifics or Sweating Remedies , 


but if Sweating cannot be procur'd, you 
* muſt laſtly puſh by Purging, which is 
to be repeated every other Day ( which 


he aſſures you is juſtifiable by a great 


Man's Prattice in a nervous Fever, 


where no Sweat could be raiſed, till af- 
ter this Way was tryd by Purging) 


* Obſerving always to ſpur on the Solids 
in theſe (luggiſh Caſes, where they are 


funk beneath the Balance. Laſtly, If 
there be a 


hard Pulſe, black and dry Tongue to- 


great Heat, a dry Skin, a 


c * wards 
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* wards the height of the Diſeaſe, and 
< no Sweat can be procur d; you are then 
to have recourſe to Purging, as the 
« Aſlam, and throw, it ſeems, the ſtreſs 


© of the Cure upon the Iſſue of the Ope- 


< ration of theſe Medicines.” 


I have given you this Recital of a new 


phyſical Diſcovery, as a Specimen thereof, 
reconcil'd to mechanic Principles, or ſol- 


ved by thoſe of Sir J. N, as the 


Author terms it, that you may judge in 
what manner your Underſtanding is to 


be improv'd, or your Judgment better'd 


in the Cure of Feuers: I might have told 


you alſo, how far this wonderful Man 


has exceeded even Sir c himſelf, 
who never had Courage enough to de- 
fine or meddle with the motor primus 
of the Machine, I mean the animal Spi- 
rits, contenting himſelf with his Prin- 
ciples of Attraction and Eravitation, 


whilſt our Adept, whether by Fire or 
Mater, dogmatically, as from the Del 


phic Oracle, delivers himſelf thus. 
4 Both 
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| | Let. . Concerning EEVERS. 


Both the Solids and Fluidi of an ani- 


mal Body are endow'd not only with 


6; "yl principle of Attraction and Re- 

pꝓpulſi in, but there is alſo in them an 
c acbb Attraction: Their Actions are 
« reciptocal, but the firſt Impulſe is from 


the Solids, whence Heat and Motion 


© in the Blood. 
Would you know now what it is that 
gives this Motion to the Sade. The 


c Spirits give riſe to the Contraction of 


the Heart; the Heart gives Motion td 
6 theſe Spirits: The Particles of the Air 
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c ( here comes the Myſtery ) and fine pun- 


gent J alts, forcing into the Lungs, gives 
« the firſt Principle of Motion to the 


animal Machine; for neither the in- 
« flux of animal Spirits, ninck leſs the 


© Ebullition and Accention of the Blood, 
can be the Cauſe of the Heart's Mo- 


tion; but rather the ſame is effected by 


« the ſaid aerial pungent Salts, pricking 


the fibrous Subſtance of this Bowel, 
< or rather the Veſſels leading thereto; 


c * which i is the Origine of al} Pulſation, 
< Motion 


Thus Dr. you ſee how the impetum 
faciens of Hippocrates, which has lain 


conccal'd as to its ri for more than two 
thouſand Years, I may ſay from the time 


of the Protoplaſt, and by the greateſt 


Men of paſt Ages, as well as the preſent, 


was deem'd a Problem inexplicable : In- 
ſomuch that our famous Lower, who was 


as well acquainted with the Penetralia 


Cordis as any Man, did acknowledge that 


it was the ſole Property of the grand 


vag who had form'd this Viſcus, 
to know the Reaſon alſo of its Motion: 


How this, 1 ſay, is now mechanically ac- 


counted for by Dr. R-; but how he 


will get over that of the little tus Ma- 
chines, whoſe Lungs were never ſtung 


nor twitch'd; nor yet the Veſſels lead- 
ing to their Hearts, by any of theſe pur. 
gent, ſine, aerial Salts, I know not; and 


therefore muſt leave him to find out, 


whilſt Inow come to remark ſome others, 


more profeſſe dly in the mathematical Way. 


an 


A Dr1scoOuRSE Let. 1. 


: Motion of the Heart, and Circulation 
of the Blood. 5 
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| Lan 1; Concerning PE VERS. 


In this number among the Foreigners, 
we muſt reckon Borellus and Bellini, alſo 
| Gulielmini, Bagliui, Bernoulli, Leilmit ius, 


Morgagnus, Hermannus, Lanciſius, Man- 


getus, Aſtrucius, Muariottus, Littrius, 
Hombergius, Michellottus, Blanes, Fan- 


tonus, with ſome others I could name: 


Nor among our on Countrymen, muſt 
I forget the excellently learned Dr. Mead 
and Freind, the late Dr. J. Keil and 
Pitcairn, Dr. (OR: 3 ne 


| with others. 


I am not ameceaainred;” ff ſince /it grew 
modiſh for Phyſtcians to draw Diagrams 
in their Writings, with the dumb Lan- 


27 guage, or the conjuring Characters, as 


they are named by ſome, we have had 
many Smatterers this Way : but who- 
ever throughly weighs them with the reſt 
of their Performances, will find they have 


_enter'd many of them as it were by Rote, 


pickt them out from Propoſitions or Pro- 


blems of ſome of theſe; and ſet them 


down to amuſe the leſs heedful Reader : 
And I purpoſeiy e omit certain great and 


4 wonder- 
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A Pitsc OUVRSE Let. I 


wonderful Men this Way, ſuch as that very 


tranſcendent Gentleman Sir Iſaac New- 


zon, as profeſiedly Mat hemat icians, not 


Phyſicians meerly, with whom our Buk- 


nels is at preſent: Nor can J perſuade 


my ſelf, that the Inventions of the former 
were ever intended ſo much to benefit 


the Art of Healing, which is not likely 


to be promoted by any Letters of the 
Aiphabor, or Figures in Arithmetic, placed 
in what Manner ſoever, neither yet by 
Lines of any ſort, as for the Advance. 
ment of Ætronamy, Architefture, Optics, f 
Hydraadics; Hydreſtatics) At. 1 

No furely, theſe great Men in their 


way, were too well apprized that the 


want of Data at theſe Times, of which 
all complain, would hinder any certain- 
ty, i. e. Mathematical, to be obtain d: 
And by fame means or other render 


Calculi very precarious. 


For tho the Solids. of our Bodies be- 


ing form d by their Maker, according to 


the ſtricteſt Laws of Geometry, may be, 
in many Caſes, reconcilable to thoſe 
Rules, g 


SZ Rules, as appears evident from one we 
have already named in an admirable. 


Treatiſe of the Motion of Animals : Yet 


arc the Kluids, wherein moſt acute Dif- 
eaſes (eſpecially that about which we 
are diſcourſing) affecting us, are eoneern d, 


ſo widely differing from any other with- 


out us, as well as the Veſſels containing 
them, that the Problems founded upon 


1 Iydraulics, or H: [yaroftatics, cither, will 
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never reach them ſo exactly, but that we 


ſhall be ſtill liable to commit Miſtakes, 


of the utmoſt Conſequence to Life: 
Nor Will any of theſe, aſſure your ſelf, 


at any Time, afford Help in the Cure of 


Fhvers, where all your Indications muſt 
be taken from ſome preſent Appearance 
unforeſeen, and which admits ſcarce any 


Argument, which is aſſumed 4 priori. 


Alas! dear Dr. what avails it to us, 


chat we are told, The * Ls an in- 


8 r motu Animalium. . 


and to be led into Errors, ſome of them 
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cembent Fluid upon a Solid, is in Propor- 


tion to the Altitude? That Fluids run. 
ning from a larger Syphon into a-leſs, 
the Liquids run with the greater Velo- 
city in the leſſer Tube? But if the total 
Sum of the Orifice of the leſſer Tubes 
be more numerous than the Area of the 
tranſverſe Sections of the greater, then 
the Fluids run ſlower in the leſſer Tubes. 
What, that Fluids cannot move on, un- 
leſs the impelling Force conquer the Re- 
feſtance, for who knows not this! or that 
in all, there is a Center of Gravity and 
Gravitation ? What, that the Altitudes of 
Projectiles are to each other in a dupli- 
cate Ratio of their Veloctties ! What, 
again, that Cylinders are to each other 
in a Ratio compounded of their Baſes and 
Altitudes ! that is, if the Baſe of one 
Cylinder be 9, and another 6, and the 
Altitude of one 4, and the other 2, then 
are they to each other as 4 Xx 9= 36 
to 6 Xx = =12. Again, that attraction 
of Bodies is as the Squares of their Diſ- 
tances; or that in a Cone, the greateſt 

| Reſiſtance 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
Reſiſtance to Motion is at the Vertex: 
That if the Blood be ſo vitiated as that 


the Strengths be augmented or diminiſhed, 


tis the ſame as if the Blood offended in 
is Quantity: That the Heat of the 


Body is in a Ratio compounded of the 
Blood, its Celerity and its conſtituent 


Particles: That Quantities are to each 
other as the Denſity of the Radii, and 
this Denſity reciprocally as the Diſtance 
of the radiating Point, or as the Squares 
of the ſame Radii : That ſecreted Liquors 
in our Bodies differ in Degrees of Co- 


heſion, Fluidity and Quantity: That 


4 Fluid of equal Velocity with another, 
but of greater Gravity, gives à greater 


Ictus than one with equal Velocity and leſs 


Gravity: Laſtly, (to inſtance in no more) 
that in Cones the Kee n 1 _— in 
FR F 


What, I ſay, avails it to us in RG: Caſe | 


| jv Fevers, to be acquainted with ſuch and 
many more that are prefix'd to a late 


Treatiſe of theſe 3 1 with which i in 


* Criticon F ebrium: 
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50 A Discouxsg Let. 1. 
Reſpect to the Cure of the ſame, they 
had for the moſt part, if not all of n, 
dern as well left out?! 

That they are ſolidly founded, I ſhall 
got queſtion, and as little their Uſe in 
other Parts of the Mechanics, particu- 
larly, as I have already intimated, in Hy- 
dranlic and Hydraſtical Experiments; 

but whacver conſiders the Blood, as a 
Fluid compounded of divers Parts, and 

varying from a hundred imperceptible 
| | Occaſions in its Texture ; ſometimes run- 
ll ning out into a thin Fluor, at others 
| tending rather to grumeſcency, together | 
| | with its changeable Impetus from the 
| Cyſtern, I mean the Heart, according to 
the Diſpence of the nervous Fluid, now | 
more, then leſs interrupted and conti- 
nued. Again, whocyer weighs rightly 
the Fabrick alſo of the Veſſels through 
which it circulates, their divers Elaſti- 
city, Contraction and Dilatability in one 
Body from another; nay, even in one | 
and the ſame ScRion, at ſome times, of |} - 
the fame V eſſel, from orginal Formation | 
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Let. 1. Concerning FeveRs, 


or adventitious Cauſes, that are inferu- 


table, at leaſt, during Life, which niuſt 
influencè the Motion thercof: Whoever, 
I fay, will nicely obfetve theſe, which 
ſhall be preſently farthet noticed, may 
ſoon perceive that no arithmetical Pto- 
portion, no algebraic Calculation, no 


_ geometrical Menſuration, no Axioms de- 


duced from the ſpecific Gravity of other 
Fluids, their Moments, Degrees of At- 
traction, Repulſion, nor the impelling 
Force by which they are thrown forth 
their feveral Pipes, will give us any jult 
or adequate Idea of Fevers, much leſs 
advantage us in their Cure, which you 


will find, after all, is to be founded on- 


Iy upon a diligent Obſervation, not of 
Squares, Circles, Tangents, Aigles of 
Incidence, Gravity, electrical Attraction, 
or the like cant Words, (for they are no 
other when inſerted in a practical Diſ- 
courſe of Fevers,) but of Nature, which 
way moving to help her ſelf, and Re- 
medies by Experience found out to for- 
ward ſuch her Endeavours, agrecable to 
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A DiscouRSsE Let. 1. 
what the ſame Perſon has laid down in 


another Part of his Treatiſe, vig. That 
Ph)hyſicians muſt at all Times avoid beg- 
ging the Queſtion, or affirming any Thing 


contrary to known Experience, but pro- 
ceed with Reaſon, bach d by the ſame, 
which is the ſole Prop tb can ren 


rely on. 

I muſt expect to be 9 by ſome 
of theſe worthy Gentlemen, as an Enemy 
to thoſe phyſical and mathematical Diſ- 
quiſitions, by which alone, they ſay, our 


Art can be ſet upon any ſolid Founda- 


tion, and the Phenomena of Health or 


_ Sickneſs intelligibly explain'd ; but I de- | 


ſire they will conſider that I am far from 
reprehending any ſuch Enquiries, among 
ſpeculative Perſons or otherwiſe, ſo far 
as we are thereby afforded any Help in 

our Way of healing the Sick, or furniſh- 
ed with ſatisfactory and certain Accounts 


how the Phenomena of human Bodies, 


either ſound or diſeaſed, are reconcile- 
able to mechanic Laus, about which I 
have often buſicd my ſelf, and doubt 


not 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


not but greater Light has been given to 


Phyſick hereby, in this laſt Age, as well 
as larger Inſight into the Nature of ſome 


Diſeaſes, than by all the myſtical Learn- 


ing of the Antients, or the as unintelli- 
gible Explanations of the ſame, attempt- 
ed ſince upon ſome other Principles: And 
1 could wiſh it were poſlible (altho' I 
think, I muſt own, that it is not) with Dr. 
Freind, that ſome able Hand would ſet 
this Matter in a true Light, and illuſ- 
trate the ſame, fo far as may be from the 
unalterable Laws which Nature has im- 


preſt upon all Matter and Motion; v for | 


ſince the human Body (as he obſerves) is 


nothing elſe but a fine Contexture of So. 


lids and Fluids, which obſerve the Rules 
of Mechaniſm, it is amazing to find that 


Men ſhould think of any other Principles 


than the mechanical, to explain it by. 
But then ſurely it is amazing alſo, that 
any Man ſhould take upon him to ex- 


9 


— 


5 ” See his Hitory of Phyſick. | | 
D 3 Plain 


FR 


— . 5 
— oo. 


| 
. 
Jt 
| 
0 


14 
1 
1 
1 

. 
N 
* 
5 
1 
. 
4 
14 
11 
45 
5 
5 
_ *3 
1 
1 
FI] 
4. 
"+ 
1 
1 
FS) 
. ll 
$3 
F 
> 
1 
MH 
Ti 
„ 
7 
N 
. 
1 
1 * 
+ 
> © 
Wn” 3 
T 
15 
7 
F 
4 
* 

i 
I” 
1 
| Þ 
S 7 
z 

2 

* 

* 
1 
U 
14 

1 
4 
f 
A} 
A 
"1681 
4 as! 
$ 


54 


A DiscouRsEt Let. 1. 
plain thoſe Appearanges therein, which 
however in themſelves mechanically pro- 
duced, he is never like to be throughly 
acquainted with the Modus of their Pro- 
duction, eſpecially if being out in his 


Conjecture, the Life of his fellow Crea- 


ture may be in Danger: For as our Coun- 
try- Man Sydenham has obſery'd, there 
are two Sorts of Men (each in their 

© turn liable to do Miſchief) who ob- 


ſtruct the Improvement of the Art of 


Fhyſick: The firſt, thoſe who adding 
nothing to the Increaſe of the Art they 
profeſs, deſpiſe others who do im- 
prove it, hiding their Detect and Sloth 
under the Pretext of Reverence to An- 
< t1quity, from whence they will not re. 
« cede a Hair's breadth. The ſecond, on 
* the contrary, acting out of Levity of 


— Mind, or affecting the Title of gra- 


found Wits, troubleſomely intrude 


0 Speculations, many of them out of the 


Way, to advance the Cure of Diſea- 
* ſes, not ſo properly ſhewing the Way 


to Phyſicians, as making them ſtray 


from 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
from it, by their zgnes fatui. Nature, 
* ſaith he, has beſtow'd ſo much Wir 
upon theſe People, as enables them to 
trifle learnedly, but has fail'd them 
in the prudential Part, whereby they 
ſhould know that they can underſtand 
nothing any other Way than by Ex- 
prrience, which unvails her; for the ab- 
ject Condition of the human Mind, 
being unable to riſe to an intuitive 
© Science; is reſtrair'd to the narrow 
© Bounds of Knowledge, which it re- 
ceives from the Senſes; ſo that not- 
< withſtanding a Man may become pru- 


K „ W 


a & 


* 


dent, as the human Lot will allow, yet 


© a. Philoſopher, according to the au- 
© guſt Majeſty: of the Name, no mortal 
can be; and therefore all the Phyſi- 
« cian's Philoſophy conſiſts: wholly in 
« ſcarching the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, arid: 
for Remedies, found only by Experi- 
© ence, that are able to overcome them; 


A 


© obſerving the Method which right Rea- 
© ſon, founded on the common and na- 
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What tho' it be granted, as our c:learn- 
ed Commentator / has remark'd, that 20 
Man goes about to account for the Mo- 
tion of a Watch, by the precarious Prin- 
ciples of Acid and Alkaly, or any other 
than the mechanical, by which it is put 
together. Is it not alſo granted that no 
Man, by the ſame Principles, can right- 
ly diſcover the ſeveral Defeats in that 
little Machine, unleſs the Artificer, who 
being thoroughly acquainted with every 
Part of the Movement, can only ſee 
where ſome Defeats thereof may hap- 
pen to lie conceal'd from other Eyes: 
So likewiſe, I fear, notwithſtanding all 
Improvements this Way, will it ſome-' 
times fall out with the animal one, 
where the Diſorder is viſible only to an 
alLſeeing Eye, and where leſs Abilitics 


5 8 
— 


R 8 « Praftice af; Phyſick. 
7 1. in his Hiſt. of 28 aforeſaid. 


than 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS, 
than the. Maker's, will be unable me- 
e to adjuſt the ſame. 


| Let us then, good Sir, where there 


is Room, argue as much as may be, upon 
theſe Principles; but let us not pretend 
to found curative Indications, when Ob- 
ſervation and Experience run counter, and 
will not juſtify the ſame; for if our 
mechanic Theorems, how nicely ſoever 
framed, are not confirm'd by theſe, what 
plainer Demonſtration can we have (and 


ſurely this is Mathematical) that we 
miſtook the Caſe, or that we are out in 


ſome part of our Account, whereby, as 

an Overſight in the minuteſt Fraction, o- 
verthrows the whole Computation, and 
lays us under a Neceſlity of a freſh Cal- 
culation ? So happens it here, but with 
this unhappy Difference, that by the one 
we only loſe our Labour, by the other, 
it may be our Patients Life; it is 
then ſurely your ſafeſt way (when ſo 
inclin d) to diſcourſe mechanically of 
the Diſeaſe, and its Symptoms, over the 


Bottle, but to practiſe by Obſervation 
A 
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A Dis couxs E Let. 1. 


at the bedſide of the Sick: All which I 
contend for, being this, that we carry 


not any of our Diſquiſitions of this kind, 
to Subjects unto which, through the im- 


becillity of our Intellects, they cannot with 


certainty be applied, at leaſt in ſuch man. 

ner, as to forward the n of the 

ſick Perſon. . 
I hope they will conſider, we ate not 


now applying the Rule to Bodies inani- 


mate, or putting ſimple Fluids into the 
Balance : We are not counting the Mo- 
ments of theſe under their ſeveral Preſ. 


ſures or Impulſes, but the Moments (and 


ſurely momentous is the ſame) of Hu- 


mane Blood: That the Lives of our fel. 


low: Citizens, with which we are entruſ- 
ted, is in the Scale; ſhall we then put 
theſe upon a very uncertain Reckoning 
to be made this Way, which conſidering 
the Diſagreement among themſel ves about 


ſome ghyſical Problems, is ſcarce likely 


to be obtain d at all? 
And truly, Sir, whoever conſiders the 


Nature of — 2 oſpexlally; ſuch as I 


call 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 

call Mali Moris, will ſee abundant 
Cauſe, if I am not deceiv'd my ſelf, to 
think no Rationale, either phyſical or me- 
chanical, is to be form'd thereon: And 
that to pretend to argue thence at ſome 


times, is but to expoſe our ſelves to the 


Smile of the more eminent Artiſts; for 
undoubtedly all we know, or can un- 
derſtand of thefe, is this, that there is 


ſomewhat foreign, or preternatural got 


into the Blood, whether extrinſic , as 


coming from without, or intrinſic, ariſing = 


ſome how within its Maſs, which being 


hereby exagitated and diſturbed, Nature 
(give me leave to uſe the vulgar Expreſe. 


ſion) now rouſeth, and endeavours to 
free her ſelf thereof: That ſometimes, 


_ notwithſtanding all Aſſiſtance from Art, 


ſhe is forced to ſuccumb; at others, of 
her ſelf, even without ſuch Aid, ſhe gets 
the upper hand, and throws off her E- 
nemy ; but how this is tranſatted alb this 
while in the Sinus of the Blood; how 
ſhe fits or prepares this Matter to be 


cy d off, nor yet by what Paſſages or 


Outlets, 
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A Discourss Let. 1. 
Outlets, is 4 priori to us impenetrable, 
and like to be ſo: Nor can any help from 


mathematical Problems inſtruct us how 


ſhe operates at theſe Times, or afford 
Help, not founded upon Experience, to 
ſupport her under the Conflicts; for as 
we know not the Inſtruments ſhe in- 
tends to uſe, nor the way ſhe will take 
at all Times, to diſcharge her ſelf of her 
Burthen ; ſo neither will the Knowledge 
of the Make or Texture, the ſpecific Gra- 
vity, Force of Attraction, or the like, of 
any Remedy, either ſimple or compound, 


the better enable us to form a Judgment 


what it can effect, before it has been ad- 
miniſter' d, and found ſerviceable upon 


Tryal, to anſwer the Intention. 


I dare ſay none will alledge, that any 
one of theſe was ever given from the 
Knowledge meerly of their component 
Corpuſcles, were they to be found out, 
or their propriety hence, to anſwer this 


or the other phyſical Intention, whether 


obtain'd in the way of chymical Analyſis, 
or any other. 


As 


Let. 1. Concerning FE VERS. 
As finding Opium, hereby, for Exam- 


ple, fitted to relax and take off the Ten- 
ſion of the Membranes and Fibers of the 
Brain, occaſioning the Inquietude, with 


attending Vigil, thereby procuring Eaſe 
and Reſt. That Mercury after the like 


Examination of its Parts, was found more 


fit than other Minerals, or Drug what- 


ever to fuſe the Humours, and colliquate 


the Juices, in ſuch Manner as to force 
them to run off by the Glands of the 
Fauces, by which the whole Maſs might 
be as it were refin'd and depurated : That 
Steel upon ſome ſuch Tryal, was firſt ob- 


ſerved, better qualified than others, to 


invigorate the Blood, break its Coheftons, 
divide its Lentor, and by theſe Quali- 


ties enabled to reſtore a good Complexion 
to Cachectics and Chlorotics; or that laſtly, 


having in like Manner - ſcrutiniſed the 


Crocus of Antimony, 'twas found by ſome 


of its component Particles, that being 
therein ſteeped for ſome Hours, it would 
imbue the Wine, and that without loſs 
of its ſpecific Gravity, with a Power of 

7 inver- 
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_ : *A-Discourss Let. 1. 


inverting the periſtaltic Motion of the 
Stomach, and raiſe that particular Ope- 


ration therein; which we call Vomiting. 


That theſe, I ſay, were therefore called in- 
to Uſe; upon the feveral Accounts here 


mentioned, but ſuch particular Effects, 


having been found the uſual Conſequents 
of their ſeveral Adminifttations, after re- 
peated Tryals, they have been, for theſe 
Reaſons, made uſe of therefore, when 
there ſeemed to us Occaſion for them. 
From all which I would only infer, 
that this fame Experience, founded upon 


a juſt and ſedulous Enquiry, and Obfer- 


vation of what has, and is farther likely 
to enſue, under the ſame appcaring Cir. - 


cumſtances, muſt guide us in alt ſuch 


Caſes, where through the Nature thereof, 
we can have no Præcognita, as I think in 
Fevers we have not, without regard to 
Propoftions or Theorems of any Kind, 
which ſetve only to puzzle or perplex, 
and too often, through Miſtake in Com- 
putation, ſubj ect us to fatal Errors. 
I could tell you how Thave been ſome- 

: times 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


times interrupted by Perſons affecting this 
way of Converſation in the Practice of 
Phyſick : Particularly one, whoſe Head 
is ever full of the new Mode, was lately 
call'd in upon me: My Patient labouring 
under a Peripneumony, had been blooded 

three Times in ſo many Days, a Bliſter 

had been apply'd between his Shoulders, 
and ſeveral Pectorals adminiſter d; but 


the Dyſpnæa ſtill continuing, with lit- 


tle Expectoration, and that a viſcid Phlegm, 
hard to be raiſed, the oily Medicines 
effecting nothing, I propoſed now in Con- 
ſultation, the Oxymel Scyllit. when the 
Gentleman objected the Hazard hereby, 
of relaxing the Bronchiæ, together with 
their orbicular Fibres, and hindring their 


contractile Power, which was now want- . 


ing to ſqueeze out the viſcid Humour ob- 
ſtructing the fame : And therefore he was 
for volatile Medicines, as better fitted to 
invigorate the nervous Fibres, to divide 
the Lentor, deſtroy the Coheſion of the 
Blood, and give a Spring to the Mach 
Gd of the Lungs. 


fl 1b 
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I gave little Heed to this Harangue, 
but ſmil'd and left him then to act as he 
thought proper; but acquainting the Pa- 
tient's Friends with the great Danger he 
was in, having agreed upon more Bliſters, 
I deſir'd a third Perſon might be ſent for, 
to meet us the ſame Day towards Eve- 
ning. When by Appointment, coming 
together, and having farther conſider'd 
our Patients Condition, the Oxymel be- 


ing mention'd, the ſame Perſon repeating 


his Fears of relaxing the Bronchus, &c. 
the grave old Gentleman reply'd, pray Sir, 
no more fiddle faddle, if youcan tellus upon 
your own Trial, of a better Remedy than 


the Oxymel on this Occaſion, let us have 
it; ſince there is no Laxity in the Bowels 


to forbid it, never fear the Bronchiæ being 
relaxed; if we can ſo far relax the Phlegm, 
as to fit it for Expectoration, tis all we have 
to do, nor do know a better Remedy un- 
der the preſent Circumſtances of the Pa- 


tient, tho all, I fear, will be inſufficient; 


accordingly the Mixture was preſcribed, 
but ſuitable to the Prognoſtic, the Patient 


dyed next Day. b 


8 22 


Let. 1. Concerning FR VERS. 


Not long after I had the Honour to 


meet the ſame Gentleman in a pleuritick 
Caſe and here the Scene was chang'd : 


65 


I know not how, nor what Axiom we 


went upon; but the Oxymel was now 


propounded to me. The Patient had taken 
freely of pectoral Apoſems, oily Draughts, 


_ with Linctuss between whiles of the ſame 
Oyls: He hadallſo been as largely blooded 


four ſeveral Times, the Pain till continu- 


ing with great Severity as ever; whilſt 
I, who long ſince lcarn'd from Syden- 
ham, and had the ſame Leſſon con- 
firm'd by the judicious Dr. Freind, ob- 


jected now againſt this, and told him, I 


thought all Pectorals of little ſervice in this 


Caſe, however preferable to other Reme- 
dies; the Diſeaſe lying out of their reach, 
as to ExpeQtoration, unleſs complicated 


with Inflammation of the Lungs, or ſome 


way communicating with the fame, as 


in Caſes of adheſion the one to the o- 


| 4 1 


= See his Chapter of a Pleuriſy Comment. de Feb. 
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A DiscourRss Let. . 
ther: I therefore offer d my Thoughts, 
ſince the Pulſe flag'd, and diſcourag'd more 
Blood being drawn off by the Arm, to 
ſet on cupping Glaſſes on the pained Side, 
with light Scarification : Giving now the 


volatile Medicines, ſuch as the Spir. C. C. 


per fe, which he had recommended in 
the former : He ask'd, whether I propoſed 
the Cup by way of Derivation or Re- 
vulſion? I told him by the way of Expe- 
rience, whence I had known much benefit 
accrue in the like Caſes; or where it 


was hazardous to proceed farther by the 


Lancet, through the Patients weakneſs. 
At length, after ſome little mathemati- 
cal Bickering, this was comply'd with; 
and thereby, together with the Volatiles, 


intermix'd with Boles ex Sper. Ceri cum 
pulu. e chel. Canc. c. with more Bliſter- 
ing he contended for to break the Len- 


tour, divide the Coheſions, &c. we re- 


cover'd our Patient out of imminent 
Danger. 


This, Sir, only for Illuſtration of what 
I muſt contend for, that a ſteady and di- 
1 ligent 


Let. r. Concerning Paw ne. 


ligent Obſervation of Nature, conflicting 
witha Diſeaſe, whoſe Ratio formalis we 


are not certainly acquainted with, toge- 


ther with what upon a ſeries of Succeſs, 


we have found ſerviceable on the like Oc- 


caſions, will conduct us moſt ſecurely to 
the method of Cure : And whatever Li- 
berty theſe Perſons take with the Cha- 
racters of others, who talk not in their 
way, on the foot of Arithmetic or Al- 
gebra, we find that the beſt Practitioners 
among them, can throw away their Theo- 


rems upon entering the Chambers of the 


Sick, and readily come into Meaſures 
with us, Viz. Obſervation, aſſiſted with 
Reaſon and ſound Judgment, of what 
they have found moſt uſeful, under the 
like Circumſtances of the ſame Diſeaſe; 


for lam ſure it would be very difficult 


to find upon what mathematical Propo- 
ſſtions, their common Preſcriptions, more 


than other Gentlemen's, are founded. To 


inſtance in ſome of theſe from Dr. Pit- 
cairn. * | 
Eo See his Sond of the Elements of Phyſick. | 
21 A Di- 
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A DIscouRxsE Let. 1. 
A Diſeaſe is the circulatory Motion 
of the Blood, too much increaſed or 
diminiſh'd; a Fever the Motion of 
the ſame increas d; a Symptom is ſome- 
thing in a living Body, contrary to 
Health or the Actions of a living Body, 
or ſome Part thereof impair'd ; Life 
is the Circulation of the Blood, 
© thrown out of the Heart through the 
© Arteries, and returning again by the 
© Veins; Health is a healthful Life, or 
© a free Circulation of the Blood, with- 
© out Pain, which is injur'd by the En- 
© creaſe or Diminution of any Secretion; 
© all Diſeaſes of the Fluids conſiſt either 
in a Change of their Qualiries, or a 
Change of the Velocity in their Mo- 
* tions; the Qualities of Fluids may be 
changed, and their Secretions either 
augmented or diminiſhed; by the 
Changes of Matter and Motion, are 
produced all the Diſeaſes of a living 
© Body, and their Cure muſt be by ad- 
juſting the Changes of Matter and Mo- 
F * tion ; theſe Changes, whether for the 


6 better 


N 


A 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
better or the worſe, arc perform'd by 
< mechanick Laws; the Cure of every Diſ- 


« eaſe, whether of the Solids or Fluids, 
are to be effected only by the (aid Laws; 


* all the Secretions in a living Body, are. 


« performed only by the Laws of Me- 


© chaniſm, and promoted and reſtor'd by 
© the ſame Laws. From the Suppreſ- 


* ſion of any Secretion, mult neceſſari- 
ly ariſe a Diſeaſe; all the Parts of 


Fluids, are in an Equilibrium; the Ori- 


* fices of all the ſecretory Organs are 
© alike 3 all the Pores of the Glands 
are circular; there is no Difference but 
in their greater or leſſer Capacities; in 
two Places equally diſtant from the 


Heart, if the ſecerning Veſſels are equal 


in Number, the Quantity fecerned in 
* the firſt Place, ought to be to the 


© Quantity ſecerned in the ſecond, as 


© the Orifices of the firſt are to 
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© thoſe of the (ſecond; If the Orifi- 


ces of the Veſſels are equal, the Quan- 
* tity ſecern'd in the firſt Place, ought 
K — to 
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A nenn err: 
e be to that in the ſecond, as the 


Number of Pat fecerning Veſlels in 
the firſt Place, is to the Number of the 


ſecerning Veſſels in the ſecond ; a Fluid 


< whoſe Parts are all of the ſame Gra- 
vity, will equally paſs thro' equal Ori- 
fices, and e contra. Where the Parts are 
not of equal Gravity, the heavier will 
deſcend to the Center, and the Motion 


of the flowing Parts will be encreas'd. 
or diminiſh'd in a given Proportion to 
their Gravity; the heavier Parts of the 


Blood are thrown upon Places where 


there is the leaſt Motion; theſe are 
often lodg'd upon the Joints; whence 
the Gout ; upon the Gall-Bladder, 
whence the Gall-Stones ; upon the Re- 
nal Ducts, hence Gravel in the Kid- 
neys: If the Particles of the Blood have 


Inclinations in reſpect to ſome cen- 


tripetal, and to others centrifugal, then 


a Separation of its Parts will more 


eaſily happen after Blood - letting, when | 
it is left in the Yelltls leſs crouded. 


Theſe | 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
Theſe, with an hundred others, as 


little to the Purpoſe of a practical Phyſi- 


cian, are ſet down for wonderful Improv- 
ments, but contain, I think, very little 
Inſtruction, or have little more in them 
that is new, than (like Hobbs Elements,) 


the turn of Expreſſion; the Produce of 


the Gout and Stone, eſpecially from the 
heavy Parts of the Blood, ſeems an Ex- 


planation ſcarce worthy the excellent 


Author, or reconcileable to mechanic 
Laws; ſince there muſt doubtleſs concur 
more than ſimple Gravity therein, to the 

forming theſe Diſeaſes, except we could 


prove thoſe who have the heavieſt Blood, 


were moſt afflited therewith ; and that 


theſe heavy Parts tend naturally or ne- 


chanically to the Foints, the Gall-Blad- 
der and Kidneys, which 1 think will be 
found a Difficulty. 

| To theſe Definitions of Dr. Piteaivg! 
I ſhall here annex a ſhort Account of 


ſome Propoſitions from the notable Bel. 


ini, relating only to our ſubject: Theſe 
two being the more remarkable in this 
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A DIscouxSsE Let. 1. 
Way, whence you may form the better 


Judgment what Advantage is to be gain d 


thereby, as to Practice; and whether their 
Followers have much regard to the ſame, 
in their Formulæ of medicinal Preſcrip- 


tion. 


There is no 3 nn me 


Fault in the Blood, nor can that be 


* faulty without ſome Way affecting its 


Motion, Quantity or Quality, with 


* each of which the Pulſe ann be alſo 
« ſome Way vitiated. 


Since then every Fever is 0 


is with a faulty Pulſe, and this with ſome. 
Fault in the Blood, it will be neceſ- 


« ſary to enquire after the ſeveral Ways 


the Blood may be diſforder'd; and whe- 


« ther each of theſe can affect the Pulſe: 
« For having found that each, or all 
* theſe Ways of rendring the Blood 
faulty, arc neceſſarily conjoin'd with 
< ſome Diſorder in the Pulſe, and the 
* ſeveral Affections attending each par- 
* ticular Fever; we need not ſcruple to 
6 athrm that this or the other Fever is 
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A 


© likewiſe the Pulſe will be diſorder'd, 


this or that particular Fault in the 
Blood, ariſing from this or the other 
Cauſe: And hence collecting all the 
© ſeveral Faults under one common Ge- 
nus, may we be able in general to de- 
fine what a Fever truly is. 
From a Fault then in the Blood's Mo- 
tion the Pulſe will be faulty, as alſo 
from its Quantity, either encreas d or 
« diminiſh'd. The chief Faults in its 
Quality are two, viz. its Principles 
< ſomehow vitiated, or its Operations 
© impeded: An Inſtance of the one we 
have when the Coheſion of its con- 
* ſtituent Parts is increaſed, whereby 


=.) 


=. 


A 


as from the ſame much leſſen'd ; and 
from this faulty Coheſion, poſſibly, 
* tho'not neceſlarily, may ariſe a Vice 
in the Pulſe. 

The Cauſe inhibiting the uſual Ope- 
© rations of this Fluid, is extrinſic to 
the Blood it ſelf, ariſing from ſome 
foreign or adventitious Particles, and 
« is always attended with a Fault in the 
c TR 


\ 


74 A DiscouvrRszt Let. 1. 
* Pulſe, from Admixture of the ſame. 
© There is therefore no Fever with- 
out ſome Fault in the Blood, its Mo- 
tion, Quantity or Quality, ſome one 
© or all of theſe.' | 5 
Next of his De ſnitions of Fevere, 
both general and particular. | 
I. © Every Fever is cither continual 'or 
e mntermitting ; the continual being either 
© ſimply ſo, or periodic, or erratic. The 
* Intermitting is only periodic, or erra- 
e tics this being the neceflary Diviſion 
of them, and containing the ſeveral 
; fart 
A true Vibe is a a ſimple conti- 
| rs of twenty four 'Hours, finiſhing 
its Circuit ſometimes in fewer, Come: 
< times more. 
3. © The a or r ſimple bes 
© calld Inflativa, conſiſts alſo of one 
< ſimple Fit, at the cloſe whereof the 


A 


Sick is no longer afflicted. * 
. © The putrid or continent, differs 
c 


only from the former in its greater 
Heat, and more intenſe Affections, ha- 
ving 
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Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


ving one round ee. when che Patient 
505 well. 

© The Canſus or Arden, that re- 
4 not by Period, differs alſo from 


the two preceding, in the ſeverer Burn- 


ing or Heat, with extreme an ac- 
companying. | | 


6, © The uhr is a Fever wick: uni- 


form Heat and Pulſe, except, that af- 


ter . both of them are Ae 


5 _ 
«As to the Malin or Peftilent, all 
cheſs are either primary and eſſential, 
or ſecondary and ſympromatical, being 
for the moſt Part of the continual Kind, 
< altho' they may both happen to inter- 


mit, eſpecially when depending npon 


Cauſes thereunto diſpoſing; of which 
Sort are the Phlegmonodes, Eryſipela- 
todes, Typhodes, er Morbillaſa, 
6 Bala FSH OO 
« The colbhined wür Quoti 


* 0 is a Fault in the Quality of the 
© ſame Fluid the Blood, render'd leſs 


c Fun by Means of a certain Lentor 
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A Discourss Let. 1. 


or Viſcidity therein, which being al- 
ways the ſame, returns every Day, ſome 
terrene or earthy Parts ſticking in the 
capillary Arteries, whilſt the thinner 
paſs on, or perſpire; this Lentour is 
ſupply'd from the Bowels, or ſome par. 
ticular Part of the Body; and conſtantly 


thus daily impaQted in the Veſſels, gives 
riſe to this particular Intermittent or 
* Quotidian Fever. 


9. The continued abc Terttan 
is likewiſe a Fault in the Quality of 


the Blood, being rendred leſs Fluxile, 


through the Means of a certain Len- 


: tour, &c. 


10, The continued n Quertes, 


is alſo a Fault in the Quality of the ſame 
Fluid, not Fluxile, but by Means of a 
certain Lentour, &c. 


c 


A . 


K N 


the malignant, in like Minocn 
is from a faulty Quality owing to a pe- 
culiar Lentour, moving up and down 
therein, and there with fermenting, when 
ſometimes one, at others, ſome other 

Parts are obſtructed. 


12. « The 


Let. x, Concerning FEVERS; 


£2; a Plague it ſelf is a vitiated 
Quality alſo in the ſame Fluid, where, 
by a certain Lentour moving about, fer- 
menting and perſpirable, ſome ſubtil 
Particles are enabled to penetrate the 
Bodies of others, and contaminate the 
HgBlood of theſe in like Manner as thoſe 
they perſpire from, ſo that many are 
© thereby deſtroy'd. 


13. © Symptomatic Fevers are of the 


* ſame Origine, and Production of the 
* foregoing ; each depending on a viſcid 
or lentous Humour in the Blood, or as 
in the Caſe of Worms, from the Mo- 
© tion thereof vitiated : That is, as oft 
as the Stimulus thereby occaſioned, is 


able to produce the Symptoms conco- 


* mitant to ſuch Fever: Upon which Ac- 
count theſe ſecondary Fevers are reck. 


'© on'd under the ſame Genus with the 


© foregoing, already deſcribed, having 
nothing to Difference them, at leaſt 
* eſſentially therefrom. 


14. The Fever of the Small Por is 


Fault alſo in the Quality of the Blood, 
3 - E which 
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A DiscoursE Let. 1; 


Which being diſſolved, becomes partly 
Lentous, and partly Liquid, whence a- 


riſcth the whole ſeries of Affections 
above declared ; and from whence is 
conſtituted this particular Fever, going 


under the Appellation of Yariolous, 
Nov ſince there is no Fever given, 


beſides theſe already deſcribed, or if 
there was, or could be given, but what 
may be reduced thereto, we infer that 


each of them ſeverally, is a Fault in 


the Blood, its Motion, Quantity, or 
Quality; or that a Fever it ſelf is no- 
thing elſe but this very Fault offend- 
ing one of theſe three Ways, or ac- 
cordingly as few or more of them 
are concern'd therein, ſome, or all. 


Q. E. D. 


Laſtly a Word or two of his antece- 


dent Cauſes of theſe Fevers. \ 
Whatever goes before every true E- 


phemera, will ſome way vitiate the Mo- 


c 


Cc 


£3 


tion of the Blood; of which kind par- 
ticularly are Paſſions of the Mind, pre- 


* ternatural Diſcharges, too great or vio» 
<-lent 


K Y 


c 
c 
c 
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Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
lent Exerciſe, Hunger and Thirſt, a 
hot Air, Perſpiration check'd by cold; 


ſo that this Fever is only a Fault in the 
Motion, Quantity or Quality of the 


Blood, one or all, of one Day's conti- 
nuance, - ariſing from the recited Occa- 
ſions, as an Ephemera of more days than 


one is the ſame Fault, protracted only 
to a longer Space. 


Again, whatever precedes the ſimple 


Synochus or continent Fever, may vi- 


tiate the Motion, Quantity or Quality 
of the Blood, and from ſuch Vice will 
neceſſarily enſue all which is conjoyn'd 
to either, or follows after; hence then 


the ſimple Synochus is a Fault in the 


Motion, Quantity or Quality of the 
Blood, either, or all, ariſing from the 
ſame Cauſes, as the legitimate Ephemera, 
but ſomewhat more powerful, and of 


longer Continuance ; whilſt the Conti- 


nent is alſo the ſame Vice, but has yet 
a more powerful Cauſe than the ſimple 


< Synochus, to bring the ſame into act. 


: Tanne whatever goes before the 
| Cau- 


79 


| 
15 
| 


ng 
— 


F TPROTS. 05 MH 


80 


A DiscouRss Let. 1. 


< Cauſus or burning Fever, vitiates alſo 


C 


. 


* 


on 


c 


the Motion, Quantity or Quality of 
the ſame Fluid; and all whatever is con- 
joy n' d, or ſucceeds thereto, ariſeth from 
the like Cauſes; ſo that it is plain, that 


the Cauſus having no Periods, may be 


refer d to an Ephemera of more Days, 


and is the moſt intenſe of all the reſt; 
ariſing however from the ſame Cauſes, 

acting in a more intenſe Degree, produce- 
able alſo by as many Ways as the reſt. 
© To conclude, whatever ſo vitiates 


the Qualities of the Blood, as to kin- 
dlc a greater Heat and Dryneſs than is 
natural, and derive the ſame into the 


Habit of the Body, will by its continu- 


ance bring on a Hectic Fever, which 
ſaid Fever has its Reſidence in the ſaid 
Habit, and is no other than a preter- 
natural Hcat and Dryneſs of the Blood, 
affecting the ſame, without Change or 
Alteration, having no other Cauſe to 
* conſtitute its Eſſence than the forc- 
Boing. Ng 


— 


> Vid. Bellini Propoſ. de Feb. 


I have 


* 
86 
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two en Wet. The #4 of which 545 | 


been d4ecbunted as an Oracle by ſome, 
and wonderfully eſteemd, as having re- 


duced Fevers by mubemiatical Problems, 
to a certain! Rule: That you might be 


cnabl'd; if unacquainted, with ther Wri- 


tungs, to make 4 Judgment, what real 
Advantage, (as 1 have obſerved of the 


foregding Defmittons) is to be gather - 
or which Way the Cute may be N 
thereby. 


1 miſt own that there are ſeverat 
alſo of theſe latter, which ſeem be⸗ 
ficath (6 learned” an Author to have 


obtruded upon us for Demonſtration, 
unleſs we could allow of many Things, 


which are Lratis difta, for ſuch.. 


There is indeed much Stit od a 


Lentour i ir the Blood, ſometimes more, 
ſometimes leſs, and at others, not at all 


fluxile + which 1 is placed its only Fault 


in Quality ; ; but how or which Way the 


fame gives Riſe to the feveral Species of 
F Fevers, 


2 
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A Discourss. er. 1 


Fevers, or can produce the diverſe Phe- 
nomena of each, is ſo fat from being pro- 


ved, at leaſt in my Opinion, that it can- 


not ſo much as be imagin d upon ſuch 
Foundation: Vet this, with Quantity and 


Motion encreaſed or diminiſh d, are the 
Triumvirate, it ſhould ſcem, chat . 
in all Feuers. 


Tis granted that t this L may be 


thicker or thinner, moveable or fix d: 

But why, in one, it produces Coma Fomno⸗ 
lentum, in an other V; CLE in one Lan- 
guor and Deliquium, in an other Fury 
and Orgaſm, with cncreaſed Strength ; 


in one a conſtipated Belly, in another 


violent Purging 3 in one a white and a 


moiſt Tongue, in another a dry, black . 


and ſcabrous ;. Why, in one, there is 
thrown forth a Puſtulary, whether mi- 
liary, or variolous Eruption; in another 


the Rubeolæ, Petechiæ, or the ſimple 


raſhy Effloreſcence, either Morbillous, 
Eryſipelatous or Scarlatine ; How theſe, 
I ay, with an hundred others, ſpecifi- 
cally diverſc Appearances, in Fevers, are 


1 con- 
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Lets ir, | Concerning Fevixs. 


reconcileable to the more or leſs Fluxllity 
of a ſimple Lentour, is hard to conceive; 
nor can I perſuade my ſelf, but that the 
true and real Cauſe of moſt of theſe Phy- 
nomena, as well as the modus of Nature, 
in preparing and fitting the Mattet of the 


Diſeaſe, to be thrown forth; will ever be 
hidden from us. We may, tis ttue, per- 


plex our ſelves, to find out her Way of 


working, but how often does ſhe diſap- 


point us, in moving a direct contrary 


one,; to that which Art was intending 
to impoſe upon her? How often does 


ſhe caſe her ſelf. by Sweats, which we 
were never able to force out: How oft by 
Vomit or by Stools? How frequently by 
Spit, or by ſore Abſceſs unexpected, un- 


foreſeen? In a Word, how common is 
it for het to extricate her ſelf, or get diſ- 
entangled from a Weight, we thought 
was unſurmountable z as at other Times, 
we ſee; het forced to lye down, and van- 


quiſtd; when we believd ihie had got 
the Viaory, and mat the Danger was 


now Na 4 k 48. g * 3 8 1. #3 d 3-5 4 4.48 3 
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But leſt I ſhould ſcem trifling alſo 
and tireſome, by proſecuting theſe Re- 


marks, 1 muſt only: defire you, afterall 


that I have here quoted, to obſerve whe- 


ther the Praxzs. of theſe Gentlemen is 


taken from their Theoreme; or in what 
it differs. from others? If ſo, whether 


their Succeſs in curing Fevers by Abge- 
bra, Geometry, Arithmetic, &c. has ex- 


ceeded that plain Method, which was 


taken by our honeſt Sydenham, from Oò. 
ſervation only, without Regard to theſe? 


I dare ſay, if you lock over the Mate. 


ria Medica of Dr. Pitcairn, Maſter Boer- 
haave, or any other who have made the 
ſame Publick; you will find none betrer 
ſuited to anſwer: the medical Intention, 


than thoſe of that very ' heed ful Phyſi- 


cian, who. had nothing more in View 
than how to relieve oppreſſed Nature; 
in ſuch way as ſhe ſcemed of her felf to 


direct, by ſome certain, but faint-Over- 


tures, and ſuch means as a ſertled _ 


| ranced for the ſafeſt: * quitting inse⸗ 


1 of, 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS, 


of, and running upon phyſiro-mechanical 
Problems, laid down in the way above- 


mention'd, I know many dangerous 


Miſtakes are daily committed, by ſuch as 


have not duly weigh'd them, nor rightly 
underſtood them. 8 


Thus one tells us, that in every Fever 


the Blood muſt be drawn off in a large 
8 z the following are his own 


Words. 6 85 . 


The firſt Thing incumbent. upon a 


Phyſician in Fevers, is to let out a conſi- 


derable Quantity of Blood, in order 


to remove the Cauſe of the ſame, which 


is founded ( for yon ſee be cites his 
Voucher) on the fifth and ſixth Propo- 
« ſition of Bellini de Feb. in theſe Words, 
Vena in omni morbo eſt ſecanda, in quo 
minuenda quant itas, aut augenda veloci- 
tas, aut refrigerandum, aut bumett an- 
dum, aut aliquid adbærens vaſis dimouen- 
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A Discounss Let. 1; 
e A ſecond tells us, that the Blood being 


© at theſe times too much rarify'd, what- 
ever takes off the Rarefaction, (and no- 


thing can do this ſo ſpeedily as Bleeding) 


cures the Fever of what kind ſoever. 
But a third ſays, the Blood divides 


too faſt at ſuch Times, by which its 
0 electrical Attraftion is weakned; and 
therefore Bleeding, as deſtroying the 


Medium between the centripetal and 
* rhe centrifugal Parts, muſt be dreaded 
above all Things, as cvery Thing that 
f raiſes or depreſſes them above or be- 


* neath the Balance. 


* A fourth, on the, other Side, again 
crys out, that the Blood in every Fever 
cis apt to run into Coheſion, and that 
theſe viſcid Parts are beſt removed by 
* Phlebotomy or Venæſection; after which 
you muſt get acquainted with -Re- 
* medics to break the remaining Len 
* tor, dig down the Obſtruction of the 
_* Glands, and drive forwards the Hu- 


wa * 


A 


+ mours impacted in the ſmaller Canals, 


* this being the true mechanic Cure of 
4 Fevers. 5 | To. 
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Let. 1: -Cocerning FEvERs. 


To this purpoſe, one of them has 


propoſed Steel Medicines, another Mer- - 
curial, as the moſt powerful glandular 


Detergents ; but then wiſely conſidering 
the Heat, and Diſturbance given thereby 


to the Blood, by which the Fever, at 


leaſt during ſome time, would be en- 
creaſed, he diſſuades the Experiment: 


Whilſt another has propoſed a mercurial 


Salvation in the worſt kind of Fevers; but 
for the like Reaſon, vis. leſt the Pa- 


tient ſhould dye in the way to his Cure, 
or before the Salivation could be raiſed, 


as wiſely forbids the ſame. 


So ſtrangely are Men of ſtrong Jadg: 5 
ment and clear Reaſoning, oftentimes 


bewildred, eſpecially when their Heads 
are turn'd this Way, or when they for- 
ſake Nature, for the ſake of mechanic 


Principles in Phyſick, or mathematical 


Problems; which however contain little 
more than an Hypotheſes, and that often 
of dangerous Conſequence, terminating 


in uſeleſs Theory or Speculation: And 
ſurcly, till we come to change this kind 
N +66 
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A Discouxsz Let. Is! 


of Audying Phyſal, as it is called, * the 
Aud, of Diſeaſes, and their natural Cure, 
woe {hall ſtudy to little Purpoſe: For the 
more we deflect from Nature and her 
Operations, laying aſide Obſerpation, or 
building upon Theorems of any kind, 
the more likely ſhall we be to deftroy 
our Patients. Had you but ſeen the Li- 
brary of Alkalinus, you might have known 
his Opinion, that not many Books, but 
much Buſineſs muſt complete a Phyſician : 
For truly, it Was a ſcttled Maxim with 
him, that the more of theſe a young Phy- 
ſician looks over, unleſs he is very care- 
ful in their Choice, the more ſick Peo- 
ple he will be ſure to kill; and that a 
good Play or a Romance was better than 
any of them: But I can hy ng. Means 
come up to this very ſupine and indolent 
Man's Thoughts herein; for doubtleſs 
without ſome Pains taken this Way, or 
| conſulting thoſe who. have gone before 
us, a young Man's judgment can ne- 
ver be. well grounded: It muſt be un- 

Rable,. nor PS cyer ſatisfy; himſelf, 
ö 1 * 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


What he has to. encounter, till he has 


made a ſufficient number of Obſerva- 


tions himſelf, Nature fo often ſhifting 
from one Appearance to another: The 


Difficulty is in gur choice of Guides 


for tis our great Misfortune, that thoſe 
Gentlemen who axe able to do moſt this 
Way: are for the moſt part ſilent; and the 


Vriting Task falls chiefly to the Theoriſts, 


who being big with ſome Hytotheſis, are 


impatient till they are delivered thereof, 


or to the mercenary Scribes, who write 
for their own and their Bookſellers Profit, 
rather than the Readers: How elſe ſurely 


has i it fallen out, that for almoſt a Cen- 


tury paſt, France can boaſt but of one 
Riverius, and Eng 


denham? I mean as Compilers of a ge. 
neral Body of Phyſick, truly ſerviceable 
or uſeful to the practical Phyſician ; by 
no Means derogating at the ſame Time 
from many others, who have learnedly 
and ſolidly: diſcuſt ſome particular Parts 
thereof, with which it is convenient you 


[ | 1 1 85 5 ſhould 


land but of one Sy. 


or others, in what he is going about, or 
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* Dis couxsE Let. 15 


ſhould be acquainted. For tho a for- 


tunate Genius, with an uncommon Sa- 
gacity in the medical Prediction, with - 


out trouble of reading Books, procur'd 


to the Perſon we but now mentioned, 


great Wealth as well as Reputation; yet 


every one, you know, is not born to 
fuch Fortune, nor is it half ſo material 
whether you die a rich one, as an —_ 


3 or a good Man. 


I hope now, from what I have here 


alledg d, to take off any Gentleman's Re- 
fentment againſt me, as an Enemy to 
Learning, in which, how meanly ſoever 


qualify'd my ſelf, no Man has a greater 


Value for the ſame, even for ſuch mathe- 
matical Enquiries as will enable us to 


reaſon rightly, or upon certain Princi- 


ples,, about ſuch phyſical Appearances 
in human Bodies, that the Subje& of 
our Enquiry is truly. capable of, but 
which this of Fevers, I fear is not, nor 
ever will, as to many of the Phæ- 
nomena occurring wy to us in our Prac- 
UCC. : | 


7 


1 an 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


nery as any of them; that the Bodies of 
all Animals, together with our own, are 


form'd by mechanic Rules, ſubject to 


ſuch Laws; and that all the Diſorders 


happening therein, as well to the Solid 


as the Fluid Parts thereof, are to be recti- 
fy d thereby, if we knew how. And when 


I have ſeen one of theſe notable Me- 


chanicians, make me but a Fly, or put 


Life into any other Automaton, how 


deſpicable ſocver, I ſhall own, when 
the fame is ſick, or which is all one, 
diſorderd in any of its Machinulæ, or 

other the hidden, and to me, impercep- 
tible Springs thereof, (whether the ſame 
has happen d to the Solide gontratted or 
relaxed above or beneath the Balance or 


Aguilibrium appointed them, or by 
Means of the Fluids running into Cohe- 


fron, and ſtopping at ſome Angle of In- 
cidence) that he will preſently diſcover 
the Defect, and rectify it, with as much 


caſe as the Watchmaker does thoſe in 


a Piece of his own n Work; ; but till then, 
I dare 
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I can believe as much of the Machi- 


8 
* 
1 
77. 

| 4) 
1 
. 
col 


* 
, 
4 2 — oe n —— — „ — — — patency — ens — 1 — —— —_ — 2 X y 
——*— ——ͤ ——— — . noo 2 paar 3 ; . 9 . 3 — AM » 2 
484 PEE r w_— rn * On” un Retr oY ons we Re + — e —— — 
£ F 2 * 2 n ; > APES 2 2 5 $4 1 
ccc n 8 3 


wt 


— — 2 


— — — — 2 — —— c „«%«c6 Irnmê'Uj 
* e : ; : 5 3 % n 


n 


4 me *} * 8 ” 
P 


92 


A Dis eourss Let. 1 
1 ho fay you will pardon me, i 


they may do, if I ſuſpend my Thoughts, 
or deliver them in this Way, that the 


ſupreme Being, who preſided not only 
in the coſtuical Mechaniſm, . but at the 
forming all others therein, whether ani- 
mate or inanimate, is only able .to re- 
duce Medicine in all its Parts, under 
theſe Principles: He who is acquainted 
with the Primurdia or firſt Seeds of Diſ- 
eaſes, before they come iato act and 
produce Symptoms, by which only we 
can know them, and then too often but 
by gueſs: He, I ſay, that by an all- ſeeing 
Eye, and infinite Underſtanding, can at 


once ſurvey the whole Machine, and view 


how his Handmaid Nature is at work, 
is the only mathematical Phyſician; and 
there is no Part of the Movement, whe- 
ther relating to the Hydraulic, Pneuma- 
tic, or any other the arithmetical or geo- 
metrical Properties thereof, but he can 

inſtantly ſee through, and no one elſe. 
Whether it derives much Honour to 
ſome, I will not lay, who, tho their Wri- 
tings = 


Let. 1. Concerning mo FEYERS. 


tings are full of theſe Terms, Mecha- 


niſm, mechanic Laws ſettled and efta- 
_ #kſhed" Courſe of Nature, and the like 
Phraſes; yet, as the honourable Mr. Boyle 
2 obſctves, whoever takes Notice of the 
Mode of their Expreſſion, (at leaſt many 
of them) would be induced to think, 
that the Natura naturata, and not the 


Nururans, took up the chief Place in 


their Thoughts, or that theſe Laws were 
eſtabliſtrd ſomehow or other, without 
4 Zaugiver to appoint or direct them; 
fo that there is leſs wonder, that to the 
Difgrace of both Profeſſions, the tres 
| Mathematici have been reckon d with 
the trer Medici, as to their Principles of 
another Kind ; But this being foreign to 
us at this Time, however to them, may 
ſtem a Deviation; and yet I cannot leave 
it without this farther Mark of Admi- 


ration, that FR, who of all peo- 
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A. DiscourSE Let. . 


ple upon the Earth, by the anatomical 


Inſpection of human. Bodies, where they 


ſee cachOrgan ſo ſtupendouſly framed;and 


ſo admirably fitted to their ſeveral Uſes, 
have the greateſt Reaſon to be convinc'd 
of the infinite Wiſdom. of the great 
Anpugeyts, as the Mat hematician from 


his Knowledge, of the exact Symmetry 
and geometrical Proportion thereof, to- 


gether with that of the celeſtial Bodies, 
falling under his Inſpection, of his infi- 
nite Power, ſhould yet be ſome of them 
the greateſt Scepticks, to call them by no 


| harſher, Names: But ſo it happens, thro' 


the Force of Cuſtom, or prevaleney of 


Habit, that like other looſe principled 


Perſons, they overlook the Supreme 
Architect, and terminate all in what they 


call Nature, ſimple Nature, whilſt the 
other Gentlemen are ſo abſorpt as it 
were in Matter, that they can have no 
Idea of Incorporeity, Immateriality, or 
| Immortality: Theſe being metaphyſical, 


and belonging to another Science, are 
out of their Creed, as not admitting 
that 
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that kind of Certainty they pretend to; 
altho' many Properties, even of Bodies 
themſelves, ſuch, particularly, as the eom- 
mon Cement or Vinculum, which holds 
their Parts together, is as hard to be 
come at, as the Knowledge of angelic 
Beings : So that the . overlooking theſe 
important Truths, cannot ſurely proceed 
ſo much from the want of Thought, 
ſince none think more than Mathema- 
ticians, as that of due Reflection; for 
doubtleſs it cannot be overmuch Wiſdom 
that has made them thus mad, nor can 
they be ſo conceited as to believe there 

is no other than their own; tho Iknow 
it will be hard to perſuade them that 
theirs, like the reſt of the World's, is 


Fooliſbneſs : But leſt by ſome of theſe, I 


ſhould be thought preaching, which I own: 
belongs not to my Province, a Mode of 
Diſcourſe they arc leſs accuſtomed to, 
tis time, perhaps, ut manum de his, ex 

Tabula. So that reſuming our Subject, 
I will now endeayour to. ſet this Affair 
in a better Light and doubt not to 
* Sl ew, 


9 
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ſhew, that after much Hatatigue on the 
' Neceffity ' and Uſefulneſs of this Kind 


of Knowledge; to a practical Phyſictan, 


they racitly give up the Argument thetn- 


ſelves, in owning, after much Ambages 
of Words, that it muff be Experience 
which carr enable us not only to fore- 
tel the Iffue of the Diſeaſe, but the Ef- 
felt alſo of the Remedy adminiſter d; and 


that where we cannot have ſufficient 


Data to go upon, all Argumentation 0 


this Kind is but Amuſettent, which w 


ſhall endeavour to make good W a 
late Proeme of a teaching Phylamath. to 
his Principles of Phyjick, c running 


Sinee the Animal Body i 1s a Mathine, | 
and Difeaſes nothing elſe but its parti- 
© cular Irregularities, Defects and Piſör- 


ders, a blind Man might as well pre- 


c "res! to regnlate 4 7102 of Clock. 


„ „ > _—_— > 2 = 4 4 —_—— TER VEE © + 8 
ws Fr '\ 9 th; ky * 


? N. 
4 ay #+ + 4 p Je RS 


© Ser Mor fatodulio & 55 is ibo vin 


< Work 


090 2 


Let. 1. Cuncerning FEVERS. 
l Work. or a deaf Man to tune an Or- 


gan, as one ignorant of Mathematics, 
< ** Mechanics, to cure Diſcaſcs, without 
c underſtanding the natural Organiſation, 
« Struture andOpecrations of the Machine, 
c Which, he undertakes to regulate : And 


as there are two Things neceſſary to 


c conſtitute a good Philoſopher, name- 
c ly, a juſt Acquaintance with the Pheno- 
rena of Nature, grounded upon ac- 


curate Obſervations and Experiments, 
< anda competent. Skill in Arithmetic, 


Geometry and Agelra, to enable him 
to reduce the Forces and Operations 


* 3 


© find out the Adequation and Propor- 
c tion between the natural Cauſes and 


K their Effects; ſo the like mathematical 


© and mechanical Reaſoning, join'd with 


© the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, their Symp- 
© toms and Cure, drawn from Expe- 
* rience, are both neceſſary in Phyſicians, 


* and one without the other is altoge- 
< ther. inſufficient. 


'6 "Ti 


© of Bodies to a Calculus, in order to 
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1 


e declaim againſt Eee and Me 
c chanical Theorems, in re Medita, ſince 


— this i is in effect, to maintain that Me- 


6 „Keine i is grounded upoti no Principle 
at all; that $ i of Diſcaſes are cur d, it 


* ae be by chance; ; and that confe- 


1 quently thete is no "Difference but that 


© of a Diploma, between a Phyſitiun 


© and a Nuack, (who, by the Way, ir fel. 
& dom in want of that, even fron ſome of 


our own Univerſities. | Tis evident to all 
© „ N that new Species of Diſ- 


© eaſes, or new Symptoms, attending 
the ſame Diſeaſes, daily ariſe, and of. 
© fer themſelves in the Practice of very 
* Phyſician, in Which the Hiſtory of 
© Diſeaſes can be of little UR (and I 
© am ſure mathematical Problems of 
nuch Leſi) and in this Caſe, where Ex- 
« perience fails, as it will in one thou- 

© {and Inſtarices, every one, how much 
ſoever he may declaim againſt Theories, 
recurs to his own. ſuch as it is; true or 
. 


Let. 1. Concerning FE VERS. 

« falſe, right or wrong; and according- 
< ly attempts the Cure, at leaſt for 
the Experiment's Sake, and the Patient 
often pays dear (hq perhaps he may 

come off cheaper than when tied to a 


enen & la mode Matheſis) for 
* what the Dr. decries, only becauſe: he 


« does not undentaud- So that a mode- 
c rate Skill in this Science, and à tole- 


tabich Acquaintance with the echani- 
© cal Powers, begin to be reckond a 


* neceſlary Qualification ( vor far a 
Teacher) for one who would make a 
« Figure (do you mind him) in his Pro- 


feſſion, and tis to be hop'd, that this 


jn time, will come to be allow'd: the 
ttue Characteriſtic of a teaſonable Phy- 
« fician,' (i. e. 4 talking: rather than a 


< praftical aue) as diſtingniſh d from an 
* Empiriez and indeed, fince it is the Buſt. 
« nels of the former to aſſiſr Nature in 
ber Operations under the moſt nice 
« and difficult Circumſtances, it is im- 


poſſible he ſhould acquit himſelf here 
in with Satisfaction and Succeſs, or | 
3 2 act 


r * 


* 


A 
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A Discouxsx Let. 1. 


C e than at blind random, i 5 
he has not the Skill of applying, as 
Occaſion ſerves, mathematical Quan- 


tities and Proportions, to the mecha- 
nical Powers, upon which all the Laws 


* 


of the animal Oeconomy, with the 


Effedts and Conſequents of Motion, 


< inthe mutual Action and Re- action of 
Bodies, entirely depend. 


Before I proceed farther with.chis bluf- 


tering Gentleman, and his bold Advan- 
ces, give me leave to make ſome ſhort 


and modeſt Remarks en hug: he has | 


deliver'd. 


We have W ms — Body of 


Man to be form'd mechanically, or in 
our Authors Words, to be an Animal 
Machine And we think it neceſſary 
that every one, who ſets about the recti- 
fying its Diſorders, ought to be well ac- 
quainted with the Structure thereof, 


which is gain d only by anatomical Diſ- 
ſection, or a juſt Inſpection of its Parts: 
But ſince the niceſt Scrutiny we can 
make, will . nothing to us of 


the 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 


the Seeds of Diſeaſes, nor of Nature's 


Proceſs in encountring with the ſame, 
_ unleſs from what is paſt; ſo a diligent 
Obſervation thereof, made by a ſound 


Judgment, together with a ſuitable Ex- 


perience of what has beſt ſucceeded at 
ſuch Times, or under the like Appea- 
rance, we belicve the moſt neceſſary to 
a practical Phyſician ; being by the one, 
enabled to form Diagnoſtic Signs, by the 
other the Prognoſtic, as well as Cure: 


But for any Man to tell us, that unleſs 
we can apply mathematical Quantities and 


Proportions, to mechanic Powers, and 
reduce the Forces and Operations of 
Bodies to an exact Calculus, in order to 
find out the Adequation and Proportion 


101 


between natural Cauſes and their Ef- 


fects (which is the ſole Privilege of him 
that made them) we cannot acquit our 
ſelves with Succeſs, but muſt act at ran- 
dom, is both diſingenious and diſingenu- 
Tis true, he owns, that to theſe muſt 
be 1 * Hiſtory of Dsſeaſes, their 

G 3 Symp: 
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A DIS co ASW Let. 1. 
Symptoms and Cure, drawn from Ex- 


perience, not from Arithmetic, Gruene: 


try or Algebra, which we deny to be 


thoſe neceſſary Qualifications he pre- 
tends to, as to the Cure of all Diſeaſes. 


It to this, it ſhould be anſ werd, what 
Principles muſt we go upon, or how 


muſt we diſtinguiſh a Phyſician from a 


meer Empiric ? 1 reply, we have the Prin- 


ciples of Reaſon, which when confirm'd 


by Obſervation and Experience, are all we 
can pretend to, or ever ſhall obtain, eſ- 
pecially in the Cure of Fævers; all others 
Ve muſt renounce, and ſo muſt he, not- 


withſtanding his Attainmentrs in theſe 


Sciences: But if he thinks to acquit him- 


{elf with the greater Reputation, he may, 
(if he can) perſuade the Sick that he was 
recover'd, by ' adjuſting mathematical 


Quantities to mechanic Powers ; Or, as 


a Perſon I could name to you, who firſt 
weighing the Poiſon of the Diſeaſe, in 
a balance turning with the thouſandth 


Part of a grain Weight, and ſquar d his 


Purge -by the n of his Patients 
1 Con- 


Let. ty Concerning F8v ERS. 

Conſtitution, never fails (if youcan belicye) 
to carry off the ſame, with the greateſt 
Pleaſure, and alli imagina ble Safety, whilſt 
he that knows not how to adjuſt the An- 
tidote in this Manner, to the Venom of 


the Diſeaſe, he would have you imagine, 
knows not how rightly to help you. 


And it is by this Principle of right Rea- 
ſoning from Obſervation and Experience, 

back d with a true Knowledge of the 
Structure of the Parts, not from any 
arithmetical Calculi, of which the Phe. 
nomena in Fevers are entirely incapable, 
that we diſtinguiſh a Phy/ician from a 
Quack, who being ignorant of the Na- 
ture and Scat of the Diſcaſc, preſcribes 
his Medicine, as our Author ſays, at 


random. 
But tracing this Phylomath a little 


farther, we ſhall preſently ſee, if: he 
comes not to an Acknowledgment, that 
ours are the ſoundeſt Principles, after 
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104 A DiscoursE Let. 1. 
All this babble of Quantities and Numbers, 
at leaſt the ſafeſt in which we can confide. 
»Tiis plain, ſaith he, that the Names 
of Diſeaſes, under their common Ac- 
ceptation, are affixt, not to their real 
internal Conſtitution, or morbific State 
it ſelf, but to the complication of Symp- 
toms, or out ward ſenſible Appearances: 
which complication of Symptoms joyn'd 
together under a common Name, con- 
* ſtitutes the complex Idea or nominal 
Eſſence of this, or the other particular 
Sort or Species of Diſeaſes. 
© Thus when the biliary DuQs or Pipes, 
« which convey the Bile from the Liver 
to the Inteſtines are obſtructed, the con- 
© ſequent Symptoms, ſuch as the Tei- 
« lowneſs, the hard white Stools, the Coſ 
* riveneſs, the thick turbid Urine, with 
the other Symptoms uſually attending 
© the Diſeaſe, being g joyned together, un- 
dera common Mawes and complex Idea, 
is called the Fanndice ; which Diſeafe 
* would paſs under the ſame Name, and 
* admit of the ſame = tho' the Cauſe 
01 


— 
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of it, or the Obſtruction of the biliary 
c Pipes, ſhould be abſolutely unknown, 
or never once thought of: but then 
tis plain in this Caſe, that the Obſtruc- 
© tion of the Bile is ſtrictly and properly 
the Diſeaſe ; and the complication of 
Symptoms to which the Name is af. 
fixed in common Acceptation, are only 
the Effects and Conſequents of it. And 
© after the ſame Manner, any original 
« proper Diſeaſe, as it reſpects the in- 
ternal State and Diſpoſition of the Or- 
gans and Fluids, may be conſider'd as 
the Cauſe of the conſequent Symp- 
toms: And this Method of reaſoning 
from the Effects to the Cauſe, that is 
from the Symptoms given to find out 
8 the internal real and proper Diſeaſe, is 
of ſuch Conſequence, that a Phyfician 
can make no rational Judgment with- 
out it. Tis this Capacity and Skill of 
c Reaſoning from the Symptom to the 
© internal Original and proper Diſeaſe, 
© that diſtinguiſhes a Phyſician from a 
. * Quack or — Pretender; and that 
1 * renders 


K . A A 
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4 renders his Judgment preferable to that 
of a Nurſe, a Midwife or a Country 
Farmer, who might chance by Recipes 


to cute a Zawundice, , or any other NiC 
© eaſe, without knowing what it is, or 
from whence its Symptoms ariſe. | 
have inſtanced hexe in a Jaundice, 


” being a popular Diſcaſe, and commonly 


A — A A Ly - A 


«© known; but what has been faid, may 


be equally apply d to a Fever, a Drop/7, 
cor any other Diſeaſe. 'Tis therefore a 
right Knowledge of the animal Machine, 
and a juſt reaſoning thereupon from 
Effects to their Cauſes, from the out- 
ward ſenſible Appearances to their in- 
ternal and more remote Originals . 
Sources or Fountains, that can alone 
qualify a Phyſician to make ſuch Judg- 
ment of Diſeaſes, as muſt ſecure his 
Succeſs, and juſtify his Practice.“ | 
But, pray Sir, after all the Elocution, 


RV nn 


or Fencing with fine Words, What is 


this to the adjuſting mat hematic Quan- 


tities to mechanic Potuers? Or what 


that he aſſerts herein, which we deny! I 
have 


— 
— 


Let. 1. Goncemuug FPEVRHRS. toy 
have already told you, that a Phyſician 
is throughly to acquaint himſelf with _— 
Structure of the Body, as well in thi i, 
State of Sickneſs, as of Health; that he 'F | 
is to be ſedulous in obſerving how the e 9 
Parts are alter d by ſuch Sickneſs ; what 1 9 
Symptoms attend upon ſuch and ſuch 1 
Diſeaſes, as well as ſuch particular Parts Y 
diſeaſed, with their uſual Conſequencesz 1/8 
by which, when the like ſhall again hap- 1 
pen, he may be prepar d as well from Dia- 
gnoſtic Signs as Pregnoſtic, to pronounce |. 
what the Diſeaſe is, and how like to deter 
mine; Laſtly, I have told you, that from 8 9 
Experience of the Succeſs enſuing this 
of the other Method, under the like Ap- 
pearances, he is farther enabled to pro- 
ſecute the Cure. 

Io inſtance inthe ſame Diftcarper; here 
giver as a Specimen, by our Author, the 
Jaundice, and that in our own Way: Is 
it not by anatomical Diſſection, and In- 

ſpection of Bodies, deceas'd by Means of 
this Diſtemper, that we diſcover the Li- ll 
ver oftentimes Schrrrons, eſpecially when | | | 
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the ſame was confirm d, by which the bi- 


lious Juice, not being ſecerned from its 
glandules, regurgitates into the Blood, and 


in its Circuit tinges the whole Surface 
of the Body, more remarkably conſpi- 


cuous on the Tunica adnata or white of 
the Eye; or being ſeparated, yet ſtopt 
by ſome chryſtaliſed Salts in its excre- 
tory Ducts; particularly that which emp- 
ties it ſelf into the Duodenum, by which 


the ſame Effect is brought about, with 
excruciating Pains attending the ſaid Ob- 


ſtruction ! Do ve not hence obſerve, that 


the inteſtinal Fæces, no longer ting d 
thereby, contrary to their uſual Colour, 


appear Chilous, or of a whitiſh Aſpect; 


whilſt the Urine of theſe People, now 


taturated beyond Meaſure with the bi- 
lious Salts, becomes Lixivial, loaden of- 


ten with Contents of the ſame Com- 


plexion? Do we not farther obſetrve the 


Sick thus labouring, to complain of 
Faintneſs , Choleric Vomitings, Eiftleſ- 
neſs to Action, Itching all about his Body? 


And laſtly, do we not daily ſee the ſame 


COM- 
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complicate with a Dropſy, when by Rea - 
ſon of rotten Viſcera, diſcover d alſo by 
Diſſection, the Caſe is fatal? All this I 
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ſay, we have from Obſervation of mor- . 


bid Bodies, which afford. us Signs both 


Dingnoſtick and Prognoſtick of the Diſ- 


eaſe in general. And is it not now from 
Experience only, that we have found ſome 
particular Remedies, whether: Simple or 
Compound, moſt prevalent in removing 


| theſe Obſtructions, in order to the Cure, 


-when the Diſtemper is not too many for 
us: Such I mean as the Rad. Rhei. Cur- 
cume. Rub. Tinct. Chelydon, the Cort. 
Berber, the Fol. Centaur. Hyper. Croci? 
Is it not from the ſame Experience, that 
we obſerve Acids alſo, at ſome times very 
prevalent in bridling the exorbitant Bile. 
Likewiſe Lixivialt, particularly the Sapo- 


Caſtil. ſtue venet. than which there is 


certainly no better Remedy: Not for- 
getting Chalybiats in puris Naturalibus, 
or the mineral Waters therewith impreg- 
nated : the Expreſſion of the Millepeds, 


with fundry ole z and is not this Know- 
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ledge ſurely, theſe Obſervettions, and theſe 
Experiments, ſufficient to diſtinguiſh, a 
Yational Phyſtian from a Quack, Mid 
fr, or a Connmtry Farmer, unleſs the 
Knowledge of Windmills, Mater · ware, 


Gageing, Meaſuring, Nambers, uttrac- 
tion; Repuifer, ſpecafic Gravity, and what 
not, muſt be added to the ſame? Or dots 
this Gentleman believe; that without theſe 
QObferuatiazs and Experiments, he can 
cure a Faundice better by the help of his 
Arithmetic, his Algebra or geometrical 
Diagrams? Much leſs I am ſure. will he 
de able to do this in Fevers, where O6. 


Ugent Attendance upen her Motions? 


us; no Diſſett ion here, nor Merhani/m, 
I fear. (whatever he pretends to) will a 
vail, where all is tranſacted by impercep- 
tible Cauſes; nor can we come at the 


Knowledge. of Effects, till they are pro- 


duced or brought into Ac: How then 
is Nature to be aflifed, having no Pre 
coguita, but from Experience and à dis 


CBI, 


But 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
But why ſhould I uſe farther Argu- 
ments, when you may ſee from what 
immediately follows the foregoing Flou- 
rilh, he is forced to give up all, auch to 
come into our Meaſures. For's : 
Such (faith he) is the inimitable Con- 
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i "$r44ax766 diſcoverd in the Structure and 


_ © Conſtitution of an animal Machine ; 
«that more Fevers arc prevented and 
© reſtramd by the Cure and Providence 

f Nature, chan are ever cured by Phy- 
iat: And ſince) ſhe is the original 


<: Standard and Archorype of Art, there 


is no need of any Thing elſe for the 


Information and Inſtruction of a good 
_ + Phyſician, how to proceed in theſe 


_ 5:\Cafes, but only to obſerve the Mea- 

</ ſures of Nature: How ſhe obtains her 
End, when the is not fomehow'or o- 
< ther prevented, RO TU Ras 
c in her Work. 


ö tho it x plain, that Kaus, , 
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* may ariſe as well from Reletien which 
« is the Cauſe of the greater Part, as Ina- 
< nition, yet are they very much miſtaken 
«< who think the Cure conſiſts therefore 
«* chiefly in Depletion or Evacuation : 
Or who ſet about this Work at any 
time, without regard to Nature's Con- 
duct: And indeed it is a Thing of the 
# greateſt Conſequence, carefully to ob- 
ſerve and trace the ſeveral Steps and 
< Gradations of Nature, under any par- 
* ticular ſort of Fever, in thoſe who 
recover, without Aſſiſtance from Art; 
and this I ſhall venture to ſay, that no 
Phy ſician can ſtand upon good Ground, 
as to the Method he is to take, or the 
< Succours he is to afford in the cure 
of any Fever, till he has diligently ob- 
© (ervd and inform'd himſelf, how Na- 
ture cures the ſame Fever, when ſhe 
does the Work of her ſelf. 
< Farther, the word Cauſe, as ns to 
& Diſeaſes, is ſometimes taken for the 
© antecedent Occaſions, by which they 
are — on, ſuch as an overheating, 
5 . Faking 


= 


A 
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© faking Cold, bad Air, Diet, immioderate 
* Evacudtions, violent Paſſions, or any 


* Exceſs in the Non-natirals ; all which 


may help a Phyſician! to form a right 
Judgment, concerning the original mor- 
bid Conſtitution, or the Diſeaſe it ſelf; 


113 


© but as the ſame antecedent occaſional 


Cauſes, produce different Effects at dif- 
* ferent Times, and in different Conſti- 
© tations; ſo tis the Symptoms alone, or 
© ſenfible Appearance of the Diſeaſe, that 
can certainly be depended on in this 
© Cafe: And which being thus known 
and found out by the Symptoms, With 
the conſequent Indications of Cure, the 
next Enquiry is after the Remedy, or 


A 


La) 


< anſwer the ſame general Indications : 


„And this is what can be only known 


by Experience, and can never be ob- 
_ © tain'd by any Method of Reaſonrmy 'a 
<.Pripre : No chymical Tortures, mi- 
croſcopical Inſpections, or other Me- 


A A 


{ 


could eyer haye inform'd us of the Pow- 
0 H < ers 


thods of Tryal, without Experience, 


ſuch: Medicines as will moſt effequally 
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ers and Properties of Medicines, or what 


Effects they will produce within us. 


Laſtly, to ſum up all, we find him 


arriv'd tothisAcknowledgmenth; Where 


o 
« 

c 
c 
* 

. 
c 
( 

0 
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we cannot come at the neceſſary Data 
(our preſent Caſe) Philoſophiſing is 


trifling (and Mathematiſing alſo) and 


they who in ſuch Caſes, affect Elo- 


quence and Oſtentation, may amuſe 
and ſurpriſe the Vulgar (theſe are his 
own Words) while they will certainly 
expoſe themſelves to the juſt Ridicule 
and Conrempt of the truly Learned (as 
have done moſt of our mechanic Smatte- 


« rers this way.) Since the Powers and 


A 


A Ln) A * — A 


Properties of Medicines, or the Effects 
they are capable of producing within 
us, can be only known by Experience, 
a faithful Account of which, grounded 


upon juſt Obſervation, and a long con- 
tinued impartial Trial (he Things we 


accord with and contend for) muſt cer- 


3 


Alen in his Preface to his Philoſophical Principles. 


« tainly 


A 
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tainly be Matters of the greateſt Con- 
ſequence; and if any one demands the 


K 
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© Reaſon hereof (viz. the Operation of 


© Medicines) I muſt own that I know 


nothing of it, but from Experience, 
which plainly evinces the Matter to be 
ſo in fact. i | | 

To the like Purpoſe, we find another 
of the ſame Claſs, i after the recital of 
many Words, under the ſpecious ſhew of 
Argument, concludes thus in the whole. 

5s far as a Perſon can conſider a hu- 


— 


A 


man Body as a Machine, and by the 


known Laws of Motion, demonſtrate 
the Powers and Operations of its ſe- 
© yeral Parts, ( how far this will reach 
let others judge) * ſo far may he with cer- 
© tainty know how to manage it, in or- 
der to produce any Change therein; 
that is, if he has proper Inſtruments, 
and upon the ſame Principles under- 
« ſtands their Efficacy, and manner of Ap- 


_—_ 


. Quincy in his Introduction to his Sanforius. 


„ « plication z 
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« plication; (4 great Difficulty this) a 
large Number indeed of the Inſtruments, 

by which it is either injur'd or men- 

« ded, are ſo ſmall as to render it impoſ- 
« ſible, with tri certainty to determine 
their Efficacy, becauſe it is not poſſi- 
ble exactly to aſſign their Bulk, Figure 
and Motions; and therefore cannot 
their manner of Working upon the 2- 
nimal Fluids, be poſitively known: the 


ſeat of the Diſorder may alſo, at ſome 


times, lye ſo many Stages from the 
firſt taking in of a Medicine, that if 


at its firſt entrance into the Stomach, 
its Properties were never ſo certainly 


known; yet by the Actions of the ſe- 
veral Parts upon it, which it paſſes 


through, and the different Mixtures and 
Strainers it meets with, by that Time 
it gets to the ſcene of Action, its firſt 


Properties may be quite deſtroy'd, and 


new ones acquir d, the Efficacy of which, 
after ſo many Changes, can never be 


E determin d. 


From 
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Let. T. Concerning FEVER Ss, 
From all which, I think, Sir, you may 


plainly ſee how little Reſpect, in ſome 


Cafes, is to be paid to Theorems or Pro: 


Poſitions of this Kind: Which tho' ne. 


ver ſo true in themſelves, in regard to 
certain Portions of Matter, under a di- 
verſe Modification, or conſtituting ſpe- 
Cifically this, or the other particular Di- 
ſtemper, or Diſorder in the animal Ma- 
chine; yet will our Knowledge in the 
rectify ing thereof be little advanced 
thereby, eſpecially in thoſe where we 
have nothing but Obſervation and Ex- 
pertence that can avail us. 


Experience, give me leave to ſay, in 


the Words of an honeſt Practitioner *, 
* which is our ſureſt, if not only Guide, 
by whoſe Laws and Rules, unleſs Phy- 
© ſick be exerciſed, it were better there 


© was no ſuch Thing: For the Life of 


Man is too much trifled with, when on 


this Hand, Emprricks that are ignorant 


ag Ve. — we. -BÞ « 
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of the Hiſtory of Diſeaſes, and the Me. 
thod of Cure, ſet up only with Receipts; 


And on the other, vain Tatlers, that 
place all their hope in Hpeculations, (I 
might I think add ſome modern Pro- 
poſitions and as wſeleſs Theories) by 
which more People are deſtroy'd than 
would, if left to themſelves, or Na- 
ture's Guidance; but that is Practice, 
and that alone will help the Sick, which 


draws its curative Indications from the 


very Phenomena of the Diſeaſes, and 


confirms them by the ſame Experience, 


by which the great Hippocrates obtain'd 
his height: For indeed without practi- 
cal Obſervation, that which ſeems at 


firſt very reaſonable, may perchance 


prove nothing elſe than the ſhadow of 


Reaſon, or a Phantome, that is mere 
Opinion, and the oftner (ſays:the good 
Man) * 1 converſe with others, I am 


c 


the more confirm'd how dangerous it 
Es 


is, even for the moſt acute, to rack 
their Brains in the ſearch of any Art or 


Science, unleſs they conſtitute Matter 
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f of Fact, as Judge and Umpire of Truth 
and Falſhood. 


To let you farther into the Sentiments 


of this worthy Man, as well as to ſatiſ- 
fy you, that it has not been, but upon 
the moſt mature Conſideration, that J 
have taken up the ſame, as well from his, 
as the Example of that antient Father of 
Phyſick, he here quotes, I ſhall take the 
Liberty to recite thoſe Words of his, 
which J never look over, but with the 


utmoſt Satisfaction, having ſo thorough 


a Conviction in my own Mind, of the 
great Truths they contain. 
The Words of Hippocrates are to 


this purpoſe. Some Phyſuctans and Ho- 


« phiſters give out, that it is impoſſible to 
know the Art of Phyſick, unleſs you 
* know what Man is, and how he was 


< firſt made and compatted : But I think 


* that thoſe Things which are ſaid and 
« written by ſuch Sophiſters and Phyſe- 
© cians, of Nature, more properly be. 


c Togo to the Art of e e than Phy- 


6 * ſick, 
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| Naw, if this were the Opinion of Hip- 
pocrates, with reſpe& to the outward 
Lines or muſcular Parts, together with 
ſome Paſſions, ſo remarkably. conſpicuous 
in thoſe particularly of the Face, which 
could only fall under the Cognizance of 
the Painter and Statuary, and however 


uſeful to the Surgeon, of little ſervice to 


the Practice of Phyſick : What can we 
think of his Thoughts, concerning the 
animal Fluids, or an over curious Scru- 
tiny thereinto, in Order to qualify Phyſi- 
cians, for the better Performance of their 


' Cures, upon which our Author thus 
comments ! 


No leſt the Divine old Man ſhould 


.n 


be accounted; erroneous, or Empiricks 
ſeck a Cloak for their Ignorance from 
this Place, I declare that according to 
my beſt Thoughts about Practice (which 
ought to be the Touchſtone of the Pro- 
feſſors of Phyſick ) ſuppoſe that it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that a Phyſician. 
* ſhould well underſtand. the Structure 
© ofa human Body, that he may be the 
Yn | better 
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© better able to eonceive and form true 
Ideas of the Nature and Cauſes of ſome 
© Diſcaſes: For he that is ignorant of 
the Fabric of the Reins, and of the 
Paſſages tending to the Bladder, can» 
not gueſs whence thoſe Symptoms ariſe 
that proceed from the Stone in the 
Pelvis, or thruſt deep into the Ureters; - 
therefore ſuch, Knowledge of the hu- 
man Body is abſolutely neceſſary; and 
© he that has it not, muſt act blindfold 
© with ſome Diſeaſes. This Knowledge 
* alſo is ſoon acquir'd, being found out 
and attained: by the Inſpection of hus 
man Bodies diſſected, by ſuch, even as 
< are not over ſharp. witted; but in acute 
Diſeaſes, which kind contain more than 
two Thirds of the whole, and truly in 
moſt chronical ones, it muſt be confeſt 
* there is ſome ſpecific Propriety, which 
* no Contemplation, deduced; from this 
< ſort of IPon}aign,, can ever giſcones 
i | 
© Wherefore that Men md not. 1 
1 the main of the Buſineſs, on the 
Diſſec- 
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> Diſſection of Carcaſſes, as if thereby 


c 


& 


c 


ce 


c 


* 


a 


TY 


9 


the medical Art muſt be rather pro- 
moted, than by diligent Obſervation 


48 the natural Phænomena, and of ſuch 


Things as do good or hurt, is, I ſuppoſe, 
what the 7 — old Man would have 
chiefly avoided in the foreſaid Place; ; 
and that he does not deſpiſe or con- 
temn the general Knowledge of the Fa- 
brick of the human Body : And truly 
fo great and wiſe a Man, muſt needs 
know that all the Diſcoveries that can 
be made, cannot exceed this general 
© Knowledge ; for though by a diligent 
Search in diſſecting Bodies, the greater 


Organs, which Nature uſes in perform- 


ing her Buſineſs, appear, and alſo ſome 
Veſſels through which the Juices are 
tranſmitted, from theſe to other Parts; 
yet what is the original and primary 
Cauſe of this Motion, the Eyes can- 
not ſee, nor can the beſt Microſcope 
diſcover thoſe ſmall Paſſages through 
which the Chy/e, for Example, is ſtrained 
2 81 the ON into the ch fe. 
: © rous 
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rous Veſſels, or by what Paſſages the Blood 
it ſelf paſſes from the Arteries into the 
Veins. Moreover there are moſt innu- 
merable fine Pores and Paſſages in the 
wonderful frame of Man, which none 
can ſo much as dream of, ſo rude and 
unlearned, pardon the Expreſſion, is out 
© Knowledge, and in a manner only con- 
verſant about the outſide of Things, ri- 
* ſing only to the 70 r, or underſtand- 
ing that they are ſo, but can by no 
Means reach the Cauſes thereof: And 
as Hippocrates blames thoſe who waſte 
more Time_in ſtudying Curioſities in 
Anatomy, than in practical Obſerva- 
< tions, or Nature it ſelf: In like Man- 
ner, any prudent Man in this Age, may 
* condemn ſuch as think the Art of Phy- 
* ſick can be no Way ſo well improv'd, 
as by ſomenew-chymical Inventions, &c. 
© Whereas, he that rightly conſiders, will 
« perceive that the chief defect in the 
Practice of Phyſick, does not proceed 
from the want of Means to anſwer this 
or that Intention; but becauſe we do 


i not 


„ 


Aa 


A 
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A Discourss Let. 1. 
not rightly know what that Intention 
is, Which is to be anſwer' d; and truly 


I am very certain, that nothing can ſo 
much conduce to form the Judgment 


kxight in this Matter, as an exact Obſer- 
vation of the natural Phenomena of 


_ 4 Diſeaſes, and likewiſe of the Fuvantia 


* & Laedentia; if theſe: were diligently 


© .compard one with the other, they 


© would. ſhew. the Nature of the Com: 
* plaint, and whence the curative Indi- 
© cations: are to be taken, much better 
and with more certainty, than directing 
© our Courſe to the Speculation-of the 
Nature of this, or that Principle of the 
© concreted Body, as by the Stars; for 
the moſt exquiſite Diſſertations of this 
Kind, are little more than Metaphors, 
<. neatly. deduced and ſet off, and which, 
like others, founded on the Imagina- 
© ##0n; not on Nature it ſelf, will vaniſh 
and be worn out by Time: Whereas 


the judgment of Nature, built on the 


verxity of ee will continue as wy 


© as: Nature it ſelf. . 
"But 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
< But tho Hypotheſes, built on philo- 


ſophical Speculations, are altogether 


* vain, becauſe as Man is endow'd with 
© Knowledge, whereby he can lay down 


Principles, on which he may prefent- 


© ly raiſe a Superſtructure; yet, if they 


flow from Things done, and from 


thoſe Obſervations only, which prac- 


< tical and natural Appearances ſuggeſt, - 


_ © theſe will remain firm and unſhaken ; 
< ſo that tho' the Practice of Phyſic, if 
you reſpect the Order of Writing, may 


LY . 


« 
< when ſolid and genuine, they muſt 

owe their Original to Practice. 

For Example fake, in Zyferic Diſ- 
< caſes, I do not therefore uſe Chalyb:- 


ats and other Things that invigorate 


the Blood, forbearing thoſe which 


« evacuate, unleſs upon ſome Occaſions, 
but rather Paregorics; becauſe E firſt 


took it for granted, that the Diſeaſe. 


< proceeded from the Animal Spirits 
< weaken'd and broken: But when the 
conſtant Obſervation of practical Ap- 

4 pearances, 


ſeem to ariſe from Hypotheſes, yet 


125 


126 


L oy A R . A 


A Discovasz Let. 1. 


pearances, had taught me that the giving 


of purging Medicines, always increas'd 


the Symptoms, and that Things con- 


trary were wont to quiet the ſame, I 


took, I ſay, my Hypotheſis from this 
and the other Obſervation of the na- 


< tural Phenomena; ſo that the Philo- 
« ſopher, muſt here ſerve the Empiric ; 


e 


whereas, had I began with an Hypothe- 


© ſis, I had been equally as wiſe as he 


[4 


who goes about to build his Houſe, with- 


cout firſt laying a Foundation. 
To the ſame Purpoſe alſo hear Bagliui. 


] obſerve it neceſſary to do this or 
that from Experience only, which has 
confirm'd this or the other Method to 
have ſucceeded beſt; for Inſtance, that 
in the Beginning of Fevers, we muft 
not purge, ſince no wholeſome Criſis 
is of a ſudden, or the Matter as yet 
fitted for Evacuation ; the like of ſweat- + 
ing Remedies, too early adminiſter d, 
unleſs we were ſo happy as to be Maſ- 
ters of ſuch (which alſo muſt be found 
by Experience) that at once were able 


0 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS, 

< to ſtifle the Diſeaſe, as the Bark does 
the Intermittent, and the ſame found 
* alſo to anſwer, after many n 


Trials. 
1 would now hope, Sir, if not from 


my own Opinion, from what I have 
here collected of others, you may be 
convinc'd that every practical Phyſician 
is to take pure Nature for his Guide, or 
that he muſt be exceeding careful in his 
Obſervations of her ſeveral Diſpoſitions 
and Tendencies, as alſo of the Succeſs 
of his own Endeavours, to promote 
ſuch as ſeem moſt likely to relieve her, 
and to check thoſe which are exorbi- 
tant, or by which ſhe is in Danger of 
being overſet. 

Theſe, I ſay, muſt he the Principles 
he muſt go upon, in ſuch' Caſes, eſpe- 
cially, where he can obtain no better 
(which are thoſe doubtleſs of Fevers) 
or more certain on which to rely. 


—_— 


1 Baglivi's Practice of Phyſick, p. 320. 5 
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Nor do I mean hereby or from any 
thing I have ſaid, that it is not propet 


for a Phyſician to ſtudy Mathematicks ot 


Mechanics, by which his Judgment, in 
the Solution of medical Problems, may 
be better'd, or that he may ſatisfy him- 
felf by the ſame Principles, how ſich 
or ſuch Appearances in the human Body 


are brought about and reconcilable to 


the ſettl'd Laws eftabliſh'd by its Maker; 
but that he preſume not to make any 
ſuch phyfical Problems or Deductions the 
Rule of his Preſcription, in fuch Diſor- 
ders thereof, as through their inſcrutable 
Properties, however mechanically tranſ- 

acted by Nature her ſelf, together with 
his limited Underſtanding, unable to un- 
ravel them, are incapable thereof; yet 
even here we may give him leave to 
talk mechanically, provided he practiſe 


: by Obſervation and a well nn Ex- 


perience. 
For did we rightly conſider the Im- 
portance of Men's Lives, with which we 


are cntruſted, we ſhould not ſurely put 
| the 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERSs. 
the ſame upon the moſt uncertain Cal- 


culus of Numbers or mathematic Theo- 
rems, how curiouſly ſoever wrought by a 
philoſophic Brain, neither yet upon any 


Propoſitions or Diagrams, which often- 
times have no other Baſis than meer Hy- 
pot heſis; nor, as is the Cuſtom of ſome 
who are always in haſte, when they ſhould 
be moſt at leiſure, call for the Pen and 
Ink, and write, as we ſay, off hand: 


But deliberate thoroughly upon each 


Caſe, and reflecting what we have ob- 
| ſerved of the like, at leaſt, ſo far as 

Compariſon may allow, propoſe our 
| Remedy, diverſifying, however, as Va- 


riation in Circumſtances, or ſome differ- 
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ing Indications may require; for believe 


me, unleſs you do ſo, whatever others 


may aſſert, of the Inſufficiency of O. 


| ſervation, without mathematical Ac- 


quirements, I will be bold to ſay, the 


poor Patient runs a greater Riſque of 


his Life, and is at more Uncertainty 
under the Direction of his Mechani&an, | 


than the leſs accompliſh'd this Way, hut 
7 1 e 1 „ more 
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more heedfully obſerving and experien- 


ced Practitioner: And J cannot but 
agree ſo far in the ſame Sentiment of 
a once eminent Gentleman of the Pro- 
feſſion, ® that a Genius rightly deſign d 
(for I think Phyſicians, as well as Pogts 


and Painters, ſhould be ſo born) with a 


competent Knowledge of the learned 
Tongues, and ſuitable Acquaintance with 
the Structure of the Parts, will make a 
more ſafe and uſeful Practitioner, than 


the whole Encyclopedia thruſt into a 


Head void of ſuch Genius, | will _ 


to produce. 


One of theſe I have ſeen e're now, = 


a Stand, by the Bed- ſide of the Sick; 
through the Want of ſuch Obſervation 


in the Diſtemper, unable to foreſee, 


with the Help of all his A/zebraic Ac- 
quirements, a fatal Criſis of a Fever juſt 


at hand, predicted by the _—_— _ 
ne, after confirm d. 


—— 


— 


pu vail thin do Pin of theſe 
Fr to their Pupils, that the Mo. 
ments of 4 Fluid are 4 Rettangle under 
the Quantity of Matter, aud the preſſing 


Felacity ; or that Moments are equal to a 


Rectangle under the Celerity and Quan- 
tity of Matter, at a T ime whenthey ought 
to be apprisd that the Matter of great- 
eſt Moment, and indeed the Fundamen- 
tal, is to have the chief Regard: to the 
.preſent Appcarances and Indications, ox 


laying aſide all Theorems, to direct ſuch 
Remedies, as upon their own conſtant 
Obſervation and repeated Experiments, 
they have found to anſwer the faid In- 


dications. 
For, alas! what avails our Knobletine 


;here, that Fluids gravitate with a la- 


teral Preſſure, perpendicular to the Tan- 


gent of the Circle; that the Center of 


Gravity is a. perpend to the incumbent 
Weight ? If whilſt we are buſicd about 


theſe Fooleries (for they are no Other 


at theſe Times) we overlook the weigh- 
. n of all; or unleſs by Tangents 
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and Diagrams, we could ſave a dying 
Patient, which is now only attainable 
by proper Cordials, or other Alexiphar- 


mics, ſuch as a languiſhing Pulſe dic- 
tates, and oppreſs'd Nature calls for; and 


if our Minds are otherwiſe employ'd 


now, what do we elſe but ſacrifice our 
Fellow-Citizens to Numbers or Quanti- 
ties, perhaps miſtaken by a wrong Cal- 
calus, or if true, yet forcign to our Pur- 
poſe? What do we, I ſay, other than 


| ſuffer our Patient to dye, not ſo much 


according to Art, as learned Nonſenſe ; 
and then who knows not the Center of 
his Gravity to be the Grave? or indeed 
in what better condition is he, if under 
this Management, than was their great 
Maſter Archimedes, who whilſt he was 
intent upon his Circles and Diagrams, 


was knock d on the Head by a common 
Soldier, whom otherwiſe he had el- 


caped? 
You will think, ſurely, by this time, 
I have ſaid enough to convince any con- 


ſiderate Perſon, that however theſe Qua- 


lifications, 


Let. 1. Concerning FE VERS. 
lifications, I mean mechanical, may help 


in the Explication of certain Phenome- 


na in human Bodies, whether healthful 
or diſeaſed, with more Satisfaction than 
by other Principles can be obtain'd; yet 
with Regard to our preſent Diſſertation, 
i. e. about ÞFevers, they will ſtand him 
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in no Service; I wiſh I could ſay they 


might be found uſeful in many others; 
for notwithſtanding they promiſe great 
Matters, I find few Advances among their 
Owners, either in the Way of Propoſe. 
tion, Axiome, Problem or Theorem, in 


which they are all rightly agreed one with 
another, or in which ſome have not oppos d 
the reſt. If you will give your ſelf the Trou- 
ble to peruſe that elaborate Performance 


of Michellotus n, you will find what J here 


alledge, to be verify'd in an hundred 
Places; ſome of theſe I have taken the 


_ Pains to tranſcribe hither, with a Word 
or two Preliminary of their general 


Agreement, that the firſt Principles of 
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A Discours3 Let. 10 
natural Bodics, or their component Par- 
ticles lis out of fight; and are not reduce. 
able to ons On, agile by: ny finito 
Os Dion di lib 10 

For who (faith the: Antheir hows cited) 
| abi deſetves the Name of a Mechaniri- 
An, can be yet ſo void of Underſtand- 

© ing, as to fix for certain Printriples, up. 
on the Size or Shape of Corpuſeles en: 


14 tring the Oompoſition of. Bodies;- whe- 


ther ſmooth, rough, round; angular,hvok: 
rds cubical or Hexagonul;or hopes at arly 
Time that he ſhall: be able to explain 
© nerhanically, the hidden Cauſes or Rea. 
© {ons of Things, inſenſibly ttanſacted in 


our Bodies, there being many Problems, | 


©bothi phy ſiral as well as medicul, o ſuck 
Nature; that (not like Queſtions ſimply 
« mathematical) will not admit of defi- 
« tilte or determinate” Solutions: 


Bellini himſelf itigenuouſly” 0 


ledgeth, ht he nit her kit, by fp Be 


be ever able to know th firſt Pyintipls 
of T hings, ſuch as their Figures or Shapes, 
or t we K Zures of. ihe oe Parts, entering 

their 5 
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their Compoſationc. Pitcairn alſo has 
as openly confeſt, that we could diſco- 
ver nothing more in Things corporeal, than 
their ſeverab Relations one with another, 
and their ſeveral Properties, by which 


they may bo chang d, or are RE one 


by the other. 
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rence ; and how then do we look for 
Cextainey in phyſical Matters, where' the 


Principles we ſhould: go upon are con 


feſſedly veiled from our Senſes, and im 
perceptible to the human Mind. 

Tis true, as Leibnitius has obſer vd, 
we have 4 Multitude of Experiments, 
and if we knew' rightly how to reaſon 
upon the ſame, many Piſeoveries might 


be made very uſeful, ſome to humam 


Life; but chen, faith he, we ans ſroree 
to expert} geomebrical Certainty, in 
many others more diffiewtly diſcuſt, re- 
lating" to theſe Manrers,, not ſo much 


5 ps the Want of Reaſoning, ar the 


Scarcity of Experiments and Obſerva- 


_ mure eſpecially the \ Defect of 
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proper Data on which to found them. 


But I will now inſert ſome particular 


Paſſages, quoted from our Author, and 


ons, the — it e is impracticable, 


firſt in Page 18, J find him oppoſing the 
learned Dr. Pitcairn, in his Advance 


about the Motion of the Stomach, by 
which the Aliment is turned into Chyle, 
and thence tranſmuted into Blood : His 
Words run thus. 


Neſcio qua falſa ſpecie veri, al 


fuiſſe Pitcairnium, &c. and in regard to 
that of the Blood, with the Fluids thence 


ſeparated, and paſling their Canals, he 
aſſures us there can be no exact Calculus 
made for many Reaſons there laid down; 
and that Borellus, Bellini, Culielmini, 
with ſeycral others of the Italian Phyſi- 


cians, fell under great Miſtakes in their 


Computations ; that they had pretermit- 
ted many Things, ſome they had not 


rightly animadverted, ſome imperfectiy 


handled, and others falſly determin d: And 
how ſhould it happen otherwiſe, where 
from one thouſand -unheeded Variati- 


and 
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and not to be made out by any geo- 
metrical or nn Me What 
cher, n . 

The Comminiion: 3 a Fluid 
of Blood in the Bodies of Animals, and 
the Water of Rivers, or the ſame pour- 
ed out from a Veſſel, as  exemplify'd by 
one of theſe Gentlemen, he aſſures us will 
not hold; nor does it prove what Belli- 
ni would have us imagine thereof, p. 81, 
32. Of the ſame erroneous Inference, 
he here charges our Country-Man Chey- 
ne, in his appy ing the Schol. of Sir 
Iſaac Newton, concerning the Motion 
of Bodies, to that of the ſame. Fluid, 
through the arterial Conduits. And a- 
gain, p. 92. That this Gentleman falls into 
2 Miſtake, when applying the ſame Scho- 
lium both to the Cone, Concave and 
| Convex, then endeavouring to make it 
appear that the Conus Truncatus (there 
delineated) among all of the ſame Baſe 
and Altitude, gives the leaſt Reſiſtance 
to the Blood flowing, &c. for the Moti- 
on thereof not being equal, or of the 

ſame 
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fame Tenure in the Arteries,” that which 

ke. Here ſets dow for Truth, is not fo 

evident, but that it will ſtand in 8 

| 5 Demonſtration. 

P. 93. In proſecuting his ungen of 
| Wh Blood's Motion through the Arte- 


ries, he farther affirms, there har no one yet 


been able to find our the Velocity of this 


Fluid," with any foler able Exattneſs, 
thnongh the Cavity of the Aorta, dif 
churagꝝ d by the Difficulty of the Mat ter 


i fe, the Variety of attending Circum. 


Rtances, and the inſu nnen by _— _ 


v ee Attemps. 
The Force of Actiof and Re. done 


9 agreed on all Sides te be equal, and 
© therefore has been ſettled among the 
„Laws of Motion, by thoſe great Ma- 
© thematicians Sir Iſaar Newton, Bernoul- 


© lius, Leibnitius, Hermannus and ſundry 


. * others whence many wonderful Things 
have been diſcover d and proved, with 
* reſpe& to the Mechanics, Statics, Hy- 
© draulics : But I dare ſay, the Elaſticity 

Ine dae great Artery, contributes nothing 

either 
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« either. tò the Encteaſè or Diminution 
< of the foreſaid Velocity of the Blood, 
© with its inceſſant Force and conſtant 
„Current paſſing through the ſame, 
© ſince the thtowing forth of the Blood 
from the Heart is not conſtant, the Com- 
e preſſion thereof againſt the ſame being 
„alternate, and the Force impelling not 
given neither yet the circulating Pluld, 
like to that of the ſimple Element, Ma- 
< fer, oi the Patietes ot Sides of the Atte- 
_ © ies, analogous to artificial Tubes; there- 
„fore, I ſay, the Velocity: of the Blabd, 
thus continually paſſing the Cavity of 
the ſaid Artery, cannot, like that of . 
c ter, with a given Force driven through 
© its Pipes, be with any Certaitity deter- 
„mine: For tho” the itigenious Dr. 
Keil would havè it theuglit he had de- 
eided this Controverſy, who Ever weighs 
„the Matter, will find this Gentleman 
builds only upon two meer Hypot heſbe, 
„the ohe a Calewhis of the Quantity of 
the Blood, which in eighty Cönttactions 
* ine A or the * dne Mi. 


= me 
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* nute, is impell'd into the Horta, the 
other upon a geometrical Gage of the 
Diameter of the Orifice of the ſaid Veſ- 
ſel, neglecting, in the mean Time, the Te- 
© nacity of the pereurrent Fluid, the rubs 
and ſtops the Globules of the Blood may 
meet with by the Sides and Curves of 
the Veſſels, with divers other Impedi- 
© ments to its ſaid Force. So that however 
© he hath ſhew'd great Ingenuity in this 
his Attempt, yet is it ſeveral Ways 
faulty, and founded on uncertain and 


© precarious Principles, p. 103 to 105. 


Again, in taking the determinate Force 
< with which the Heart contracts to pro- 
< pel the Blood through all Parts of the 
Body, he goes upon a Propoſition of that 
wonderful Man Sir I. N. which Pro- 
* poſition, notwithſtanding, is abſolutely 
© falſe, according to Bernoulli. The like 
* Miſtake the famous Hugens was drawn 
into, from the ſame Corollary, of the 

36 Prop. of that great Mathematician, 
* which Corollary is the Baſis of Dr. Keils 
third Ti entamen de inveſtiganda vi C "_ 
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ad Sang. ber e e Corpus impellen- 


dum. 


P. 115. In computing the abſdlute | 


Force of this Bowel the Heart, we find 
the like Diſcord among others, through 
their different Ways of Calculation. 
Thus Borellus makes the ſame equal but 
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to eight, Keil to eighty Ounces; the 


former taking in ſuch Part only as an- 
ſwers the Orifice of the Horta, the other 


multiplying the eight Ounces by ten, 


the whole Force of the ſaid Muſcle be- 
ing equivalent to ten times the ſaid Ori. 


| fice, encreaſes the ſame to eighty: The 


like Difference is to be obſerved on the 
ſame Account, viz. different Ways of 
reckoning among them, in Relation to 
the Force of the Bladder, the Yeſirule 


Seminales, &c. of which ſee p. 118, 
119. 


P. 126, he takes Notice of an Expe- 


riment of that very modeſt and pains- 
taking Gentleman this Way, Dr. Jurin, 
to meaſure the Motion and Quantity of 
Water running Ong a Cylinder, bor- 


row d 


A DisCovurse Let. 2; 


row'd from Sir I. N. His Words hace | 


follow in Relation thereto. 
Rem acu ſe tangere puta, quando — 


git aquam, per Foramen in medio fundi 


Vuaſis, delabi, inſtar Cataractæ, eam far 


mam habentis quam depingit in fig ura 
ſua decima ſed tota demonſtratio abit in 


Hypotheſim. P. 136. He remarks Pit. 


cairn's Prop. that all Secretions are great- 


er or leſs in Proportion to the Diame- 
ters of the ſecerning Veſſels; which tho' 
true in Hypotheſis, will by no Means 
hold in the Theory of Diſeaſes, ſuch as 
Eluxes, whether by Stool, Urine, Swear, 
c. When it may ſo happen, as that ei- 
ther may be encreas'd or diminiſh'd, 
without regard to theſe being any Ways 
changed; of which having given ſome 


manifeſt Examples, he concludes thus. 


It would be uſeleſs to proceed farther in 
theſe Enquiries after the Motion and 
Quantity of Fluids running in equal Tame, 
through whatever Outlets in Animal Bo- 
dies, eſpecially Man, ſmce the ſame, thro 
the . Saal of es and the 

Want 
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Mant of ſufficient: Data, cannot with 


any Exattneſs be determin d. | 

P. 139. You will find he 8 
Bellini: of a groſs: Over- ſight or Miſtake 
in his Compariſan. of a' Liquid flowing 


through a Tube, c. contrary to the 
Principles of Hydraulics. Bernoulli be- 


ing alſo of the ſame Opinion, that theſe 


Problems will not admit of an abſolute 


Explanation, to any certainty ; for that 


there are many Circumſtances which 


may ſtrangely alter the Caſe of what, at 


firſt View, ſeem'd capable of being eſta- 


bliſh'd upon theſe Principles. 


At the ſame time he obſerves Dr. 


Cheyne to be out in his Account of the 
Structure of the Glands, and the fluid 
Secretion, which was taken from Belli- 


Theory of Fevers, Clariſſimum (inquit) G. 


Cheyneum non recte determinaſſe Veloci. 


ratem liquidi effluentis, &c. | 
P. 156. He acknowledgeth in gene 


ory that we have no leſs Reaſon to 


doubt the Truth and Cextainty of many 
Things 
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ni, and which he builds on, in his ne- 
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Things we meet with in the Writings 
of Mathematicians, who have endea- 
vour d to apply Geometry to Phyſicks , 
than in thoſe of other Phyſicians : There 
being many of their Axioms only proba- 
ble, but very few, (however pretended 
ſo to be) that are truly demonſtrated ; 
give me leave to add, that there are ſome 
Truths, ſome Things doubtful, and o- 
thers, tho' deliver'd for Truths, that are 

truly falſe. | 
But in farther Diſcourſe on the law 
dular Texture, and the ways of Secre- 
tion, we find, faith he, no leſs Diviſion 
and Uncertainty than in the reſt: And 
how ſhould it be otherwiſe in ſo abſtruſe 
2 Point: Both Bellini, as well as Keil, 
ingenuouſly confeſſing that their Structure 
is not to be inveſtigated, neither by Diſ- 
ſection, nor the moſt piercing Sight, but 
by Imagination only: And therefore, faith 
the former of theſe, òi velis totam glan- 
dulæ fabricam penetrare, finge vitrum, &c. 
and then after wards, Si hæc dentur, hanc vel 
non abſimilem eſſe glandularum fabricam. 
92 1 | Now 


— 
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And if this is not gratis dictum, or 


+ = a Petitio Principij, ſurely nothing can 
but as to the Affair of Secretion, the 


Modus is yet a Secret, and like many o- 
thers, feigned only for the ſake of Ar- 
gument, or ſome new Theory: For ha- 
ving lay d aſide the antient Ferments, one 
of them ſays, they differ only according 
to the different Cribra or Szeves, through 


which they are ſtrained in their Paſſage, - 


or the various configuration of the Pores ; 
ſo that circular Orifices can only let out 
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the ſpherical Particles: And ſo of the o- 


thers. Which manner of SecretionDr. Pit. 
cairn has learnedly confuted, but ſubſti- 
tuted one in its Place, as liable to Ex- 


ception, i. e. that not the different 


Figures, but Magnitudes of the Figures 


or Pores, which are all circular, are the 


Caſes of all the differing ſecerned Hu- 


HMOUTS. 


Yet in this Hepes hah is, as Helvetius 


has obſerved, what can hinder the ſmal- 


— 


22 — 
—— 
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146 A Discovurss Let. 1. , 
© ler Parts from entering the larger Ori- _ 
fices? For in vain does he endeavour to 
remove this Inconvenience, by alledging 
that the Number of the Conglobate Glands, 
far exceeds that of the Conglomerate, ſo 
that he ſays the finer Fluids, which are 
always ſeparated by the Glands of the 
firſt Sort, go off conſtantly in much grea- 
ter Quantities than the groſs ones, fil- 
trated by the others. 
Notwithſtanding which it will till 
follow, that the finer Liquors muſt mix 
with the groſſer in ſuch Filtration; whence, 
as in one of the other, will ariſe an im- 
perfection and irregularity in the ſaid Se- 
cretions, than which nothing is more 
contrary to the very Order'and Simpli- 
city of the animal Oeconomy, which the 
Founder of this Opinion himſelf contends 
for. „ e 
How much better then were it to be 
wiſht (in the Words of the ſame Helve- 
tius) that this learned Gentleman (Pit. 
cairn.) who endeavours to explain the 
Art of Phyſick, by mathematic Princi- 
4 = , 
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ples, would have begun with a more 
exact Knowledge of the Structure of the 
Parts, and the ſeveral Springs belonging 


to the Machine : For in vain muſt we 
expect to find this in Books, which is 
not attainable, but by the frequent uſe 
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of the Knife (I wiſh it were always to 


be found this Way) and repeated Diſ- 


ſection. 

Dr. Keil, I obſerve, has another Way 
of ſolving the differing Secretions, which 
is that of Attraction, viz. Similar, and 
which he would have us to believe, is 


always ſtrongeſt in thoſe Parts which are 
neareſt tothe Heart; but there are ſo many 


rubs in the Way of this, both from Rea- 


ſon and Experience, that we juſtly fear 


with Michellottus, he will never be able | 


to defend the ſame. 


The laſt Way, I ſhall here obſerve of 


explaining different Secretions, is that of 


Helvetius, ? agreeable to many others of 
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the mechanic Profeſſors, vis. that Li- 


quors filtrate thro' ſome certain Strainers 
rather than others, becauſe they find thoſe 


fall d with a Liquor homogeneous to their 


own: Exemplify'd in a piece of Cloth 
dipt firſt in Oyl, which being after put 
into a Veſſel containing a mixture of Oy! 
and Wine together, will let through only 
the firſt, and not ſuffer the laſt to go 
out : for the Gland it ſelf being nothing 
clſc but a Complication of ſanguinary and 
lymphatic Veſſels, the laſt ae new 


from the other, are the Reſervoir of the 


lymphatic Fluids: The third Sort which 
we call Secretory, taking their Origin 


from the Windings and Turnings of theſe 


Lymphatics, admit but of one particu- 
lar Fluid, analogous to that which they 


alrcady contain, and with which they 
were ab Origine or in Ovo, imbued ; 
this they diſcharge into a fourth Order 
of Veſſels named Excretory; when the 
ſame Fluid is unloaded into other Ca- 


vities, where theſe laſt often empty them- 


ſelves, according to the Diſpoſition of the 
Parts, to which they are convey'd. In 
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In ſhort, Sir, notwithſtanding the ſeve- 
tal Ways, by which theſe Gentlemen 


would mechanically account for the di- 
verſe Appearances in the animal Structure, 


you will find for the greater Part, they 
are cither founded upon Hypotheſes, de- 
duced from the Principles of Hydraulics 


or MWydroſtatics, with which they will 


not exactly quadrate; or from ſome o- 
thers feigned, and caſily confuted: As 
you may ſee if you look over the Au— 


thora aforemention' d, of the one of whom 
he uſes this Expreſſion. Theorema ad ſuam 


Hypotheſin accommodavit, Fabulam ele- 
gantem & venuſtam, concinnavit, Fa- 
bulam tamen. Of an other, Ratiocinium 
decoratum, ſed omnino inefficacem fabri- 
cavit. Of a third, Conjecturas ingenioſas, 


ad probandum vera nullatenus valentes, 


ſtabiliuvit. And of almoſt all theſe very 


learned Writers, may be ſaid what he 


applies to ſome, tam Hallucinari, quam 
were nugari, quis non videat ? | 
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A Dis couRSsE Let. 1. 

So unſtable truly do we find them in 
the very Principles, or which are lay'd 
down for ſuch, and ſo uncertain the Proofs 
brought to ſupport them, that they ſeem 
fittet to amuſe than to demonſtrate, at 
leaſt, in ſuch Manner as to take carative 
Indications thence : What elſe is their 
fundamental one of Attraction, but Hy- 


pothetical? of which the ſame Writer 


thus delivers himſelf, and with which I 


| ſhall conclude theſe Quotations thence. 
__ © Give me leave to obſerve that thoſe 


< vaſt Powers of Attraction, that Dr. Keil 
attributes to the animal Spirits, are mere- 
ly precarious, and by no Means to be 

© admitted, till ſuch Time as he can make 

out, what the ſaid Attraction is, and 
that there is in Bodies really ſuch a 

Power cxiſting : For tis plain at this 
Time, that all theſe occult Faculties and 

* Qualities, eſpecially thoſe which ate 

* pretended to act thus mutually upon 

Bodies at a diſtance from each other, 

or without Contact, of which kind are 

* the Attractive (and the like Fancics 
| « of 
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of Peoplein a Dream, rather than learned 
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Philoſophers) have been long ſince diſ- 


carded, and diſmiſt the Writings of the 
more judicious Authors, which makes 
us wonder that the learned Dr. Keil 
* ſhould again revive them, and bring 
them not only for Principles by which 


_ © to explicate the Modus of animal Se- 
< cretioy, the Operation of Medicines, 


© but alſo for a Solution of muſcular 
Motion. 

Sir Iſaac N— n does indeed make 
uſe of the ſame Word, as a cettain 
Mode of Speech, not phyſically but 


* mathematically, never putting the ſame 
_ © yet as real, but in the way of Hypo- 
© theſis only: telling us at the ſame Time, 
that by the word Attraction, he would 


be underſtood to mean a certain Power 


in, or endeavour of Bodies to joyn each 
© other at their Approaches: Whether 


© by Means of thoſe Bodies themſelves, 
thus mutually acceding ad ſe invicem, 
or ffom certain ſpirituous Particles e- 
« mitted through the Ather, the com. 
- — K 4 mon 
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N #532 Dise Vet-. 
1 mon Atmoſphere, or other Medium: 
i ö Or if corporeal or incorporeal, fluctuating 
Þ © round about, and impelling thus the 
| © one towards the other, he leaves un- 
|] « determin'd: Whilſt Dr. Keil on the 
5 * other ſide, poſitively aſſerts this Power 
it | « of Attraction to be lodg'd, not only 
if in the Corpuſcles of which the Blood is 
1 made up, but the animal Spirits alſo; 
I | concerning which, ſince we have no 
= * Demonſtration of the Exiſtence of ſuch 
* a Power. inherent in theſe Corpuſcles 
Sl | (I might add neither yet whether or no 
Hl theſe animal Spirits are more than En- 
wi tia Phantaſiæ ſive Imaginationis) © we 
[| \ may ſurely queſtion the ſame, as well 
| © as thoſe of the elective, attractive, 
Fi | « afumulative, concoftive, nutritive, 
| ' and the like, ſo termed formerly a- 
| | * mong the Antients, but now exploded. 
| | Nor do we find that Sir 1/aac himſelf, 


* 
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as he was ever cautious to feign a Prin. 
* ciple, by which to expound the hidden 
© Cauſes of Things: So in diſcourſing 

upon thoſe ſubtil Bodies, by Means of 


* whoſe 
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« whoſe Vibrations through the Nerves 
© to the Brain, and thence tranſmitted 
pack to the muſcular Parts, both Senſe 
and Motion do ariſe, through the want 


© ſuch Spirits, he very prudently declines 
* medling with any Expoſition of their 


Nature and Laws of Action; well Know- 


* ing their Exiſtence to be diſputable, 


and that thoſe who had aſſerted their 
Being, were of ſo differing Opinions, 


* that there was no coming at 1 Cer- 


* tainty about them. 
1 have now done with this part of my 


Subject, intended chiefly to convince you, 
that as you ever expect to be a ſucceſs- 


full Practitioner, not a talling Phyſician, 


you muſt have a conſtant and careful 
Eye to Practice. I mean, having ſuff- 
ciently inform'd your ſelf, of the Struc- 
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of Experiments to prove the reality of 


ture and Uſe of the Parts of human Bo- 


dies, both ſound and diſeaſed, you are 


then by diligent Obſervation to collect 
ſuch a Number of 4iagnoſtic Signs, as 


may give you a juſt and true Inſight into 
| the 
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the Nature of the Diſeaſe, ſuch as may 
enable you to diſtinguiſh the ſame from 
others, how like ſoever in ſome com- 
mon Appearances: Among them ( where 
you can come at them) thoſe eſpecially 
which are pathognomonic, are of greateſt 
Advantage: And when by a Series of theſe 
carefully collected from the Writings of 


the Antients, as well as practical modern 


Authors, ſuch for Inſtance, of the latter 
Sort, as the judicious and learned Rzve- 
rius, and the faithful Sydenham, more 
particularly verify'd by your own Obſer- 
vations, being beforchand as thoroughly 
acquainted with the Materia Medica, ha- 
ving hereby found out your Diſeaſe, you 
are then to direct the Remedy; ſuch as 


vou have alſo obſerv'd to have been re. 


commended by the fame honeſt Practi- 


rioners in the like Caſe, and as your own 


Experience thereof "_ after farther 


encourage. 


During this I think it expedient you 
make ſome ſhort Memoirs of the Succeſs 


from time to time, carefully noting every 


new 
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new or unuſual Accident, which ſeemd 
to fruſtrate your Endeavouts, or perplex 
your Judgment in the Caſe, and minu- 
ting them down in like manner. 


.  Aﬀer a ſufficient Collection of theſe; 


whether made to your Hand by others, 


or of your own, which carry with them 
the greateſt Satisfaction, together with 
their Events, you are to found your 


Progneſtics, that truly noble and advan- 


tageous part of the Profeſſion, and by 
whick an almoſt equal Honour, when 


accrues, as by. the Cure, which of it 
ſelf diſtinguiſheth you ſufficiently from 


a Quack, and will ſtand you in greater 


Uſe, than all the Languages of which 
you can make your ſelf a Maſter. 

As a help to this, your frequently diſ- 
ſecting Bodies defunct by Means of the 
ſame Diſeaſe, will ſometimes afford much 


| Infight, and confirm a well grounded 
medical Preſage : Nor need you other 


Principles to go upon, or Baſis on which 


to build, than the ſame cloſe Attention 
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rightly form'd and accordingly fulfilłd, 


upon 
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K DRe enn Ter. . 
upon Experiments or Practice, furniſhr 
by a full Employment ; till then, you are 
to make uſe of that of others, and which, 
as Helvetius takes Notice, is the only 
way to improve in this Profeſſion of 
Phyſick : Tis this indeed, as that great 
Man farther obſerves, that with a large 
Stock of Prudence, and a larger of Pro- 
bity, will furniſh ſuch a Phyſician, as 
may be able to diſcharge, with a good 
Conſcience, the Duties requir'd of him. 

This Gentleman, 'tis true, as well as 
certain others, tell us now that a Me. 
thod muſt be obſerved, even in our 
Obſervations, which are therefore to be 
reduced to ſome Rule; having always an 
Eye to thoſe immutable Laws, by which 


Nature has regulatcd the Meabaniſin of 


human Bodies. * 

As if Reaſon were to be excluded from 
our Obſervations, without which they 
muſt be lame and imperfect: Or as if 


_Y 
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Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
one who could reaſon rightly about the 


1 ſame, and was truly expert in making 
them, could be at a loſs to reduce the 


various Specifications, or different Appear- 


ances of the ſame Diſeaſes, to their pro- 


per Claſs, any more than the Botaniſt, 


the ſeveral Simples of the ſame general 
Denominatibn, to their peculiar Tribes 


unto which they belong. 

Miſtake me not then, dear Sir, ſo far 
as to think I would have you lay your 
Reaſon aſide, at a time when you will 
want it moſt, by taking care that your 


Remarks are juſt, upon Nature's ſeveral 


Motions, that your Inferences arerightly 
drawn, and that by Means of ſome Com- 
plication in the Diſtemper, you are not 
deceived. 

Our Friend Bagliui will inform you 
that the chief Pillars of Phyſick are Rea- 
ſon and Obſervation, and that the latter 


is the Thread to which the former is to 


—_——— 


Practice of Phyſick. 
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A Discourss Let. r. 
point: For as Nature is the ſame, ſo 
every Diſeaſe affliting her, has its cer- 
tain and peculiar Mode, both at its firſt 
Onſet, as well as at the time of its En- 
creaſe and Declenſion. Now all theſe 
being brought about independently of 
the human Mind, fo in tracing their 
Nature, we have not ſo much Occaſion 
for a ſubtil or diſguiſed way of Diſputa- 
tion concerning her Operations, ſo much 
as a repeated and ſedulous Obſervation 
of what befals the ſick Perſon, which, as 
our Sydenham alſo has before taken No- 
rice, requires neither algebraical nor 
geometrical Knowledge, but only ſuch 
Acuteneſs of Underſtanding, as is con- 
formable and obedient to Nature's Mea- 
ſures, and to her InſtruQions. 
It was Nereſſity, ſaith the former, that 
gave Being to*Phyfick, but Experience 
that brought it to Perfection: In its In- 
fancy it was groſs and ſtupid; yet in 


1574. 


progreſs 
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progreſs of Time, by the daily Acceſſion 
of new Operations, mutually illuſtrating 
cach other, and eſpecially by the Light 
of Reaſon, guiding and over-ruling all, 
it became a liberal and learned Art. 


And thus you ſce how theſe are to go | 
Hand in Hand, for whoſe better Illuſtra- 


tion, take here the enſuing Caie, in which 


1 my ſelf was concern'd. 


TPP 


When a raw Practitioner, being ſeat 


for to a Perſon labouring under a very 


acute Pain on the Side, I cauſed him 


preſently to be let Blood, which I knew 


by the Approbation of all, was the prime 
Remedy: Afterwards I directed as cu- 
ſtomary alſo, oily Dranghts, Sperma Ceti 


Boles, with a pectoral Decoction; the 
Complaint continuing, I repeated Bleed- 


ing, but without Advantage. On the 


third Day, a Perſon of more Experience, 


and a ſounder Judgment, was call'd, who 


preſently taking the Caſe, which I had 


miſtaken, order d a volatile Draught, with 


one Grain of Opium, which with a few 


nnn of a carminatiuve Mixture be- 
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tween whiles, immediately remoy'd FAY 
Uneſs; whence; I was, to my Diſcredit, 
convinc'd, there was occaſion to reaſon, 
as well as to obſerve; for had I, as a 
prudent and experienc'd Man, obſerv'd, 
That inſtead of a hard and high Pulſe, we 
I had one that was low and depreſt, in 
Place of an inflammatory Urine or a 
ſizy Blood, the former crude and pale, 
the other florid ; nor did my Patient cry 
out more at a time of Coughing or deep 
Breathing: than at another; Symptoms 
all different from what happens in the 
genuine Pleuriſy.; J might have known 
this Caſe was only ſpaſmodic, or purely 
flatulent, and that in vain. were all my 
 Endeavours, treating the ſame as an In- 
flammation, which in few Minutes I 
might have taken off, and ſaved my 
Patient's Blood, for which I had been 
anſwerable, had he mitcarry'd thereby, 
or had not a more expert Practitioner 
ſtept in to ranſom him. 
l have inſtanced the rather in this Caſe, 
there being none more common than ſuch 


Spaſms 


Let. 1. Concerning FEVERS. 
Jaſms or Cramp-like Complaints, upon 
the neryous and membranous Parts of 
the Body, alſo frequently on thoſe of the 
Trunk or Cheſt, imitating both Pe. 
ripneumony and Pleuriſy : In which nei- 


161 


ther Bleeding nor Expectorants, however 


ſerviceable in the true Affects of that Kind, 
are other than deluſory and trifling: 
And where nothing takes off the Com- 


plaint like an Opiate, proportionate to 


the Degree thereof, together with the 
Sal C. C. Val. or its Spirit per ſe deſtil. 
which I have found much more ſervice- 
able on theſe Occaſions than in the in- 
flammatory Caſes, tho here alſo it is cuſto- 
mary to give them. neither muſt the low- 
neſs of the Pulſe at all Times, which is 
the Effect of the Pain ariſing from the 
Hain, hinder the giving a ſuitable Ano- 
dine unleſs forbid by ſome Diſorder in the 
reſpiratory Organs; as in Dyſpnæas from 
pituitous Infarctions of the Bronchiæ, 
or other Obſtructions, which will riſe 
again immediately upo n removal of tha 
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A DISscouRSsE Let. 1. 
To conclude: As the Deſign of the 
foregoing was to caution you from 
taking any curative Indications from Hy- 
potheſes or Theories of any Kind, which 
correſpond not with Obſervation, or are 


_ contraindicated by the Touchſtone of 


Experience : So on the other, to perſuade 
the uſe of Reeſon, in forming your Ob- 
ſervations, and reducing them to ſuch 


Method, that upon Occaſion, having re- 


courſe thereto, you may readily find 


out the Diſeaſe, with the Method, which 


from a preceding Succeſs under the ſame 


| Appearance, had proved ſerviceable : Nor 


by any Thing I have ſaid, would I have 
it ſuppoſed, that you are ſo ty'd down 
to ſimple Experiment, but that wher- 
ever there is room for it, you may 
alſo argue thereupon, as well in re- 
gard to the Diſeaſe you encounter, as 


the Modus of Operation, whereby the 


Remedy ſubdues the ſame: Which yet | 
in Fevers, particularly of the nervous 
Kind (the Subject chiefly of our preſent 


Diſcourle) is 08. I think, to much Pur- 
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Let. 1. Conternng FEVERS. 
poſe : However ſhould you at any Time 
hereafter ſee Cauſe to believe other- 
wiſe, I would enjoyn you, if I could, for 
your Patients Advantage, firſt to cure him 
by Obſervation, as Nature, not buſy Art 


chalks out the Way , and that too by - 


the moſt ſimple Medicines Experience 
dictates, when if you pleaſe, from what 
Hypotheſis you will, either Phyſical or 
Mechanical, you may explain the Proceſs: 
I cannot perſuade my ſelf you will 
think this a Poſtulate unreaſonable, for 
in thoſe Caſes, where we can only ar- 


gue truly or rightly, unleſs 4 poſteriori, 


or that all we offer 4 parte ante, will 
be deemedno other than agratis Dictum, 
it is now ſoon enough to begin our Rea, 


ſoning, ex poſt factis, which whether or 


no ſatisfactory to Conviction, is fure to 


be attended with this Advantage above. 
the other, that it will not hurt your Pa- 


tient; however it may affect your own 

Judgment and Reputation. 

I am too well appriſed of your Can- 
dour, to doubt your taking all in good 

L 2 N Part, 
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Part, being very ſenſible, that if any 


thing I here offer, may prove inſtructive 


to others, under the ſame Cover, it will 


be equally ſatisfactory to your ſelf, as 


SIR, 
Tour Friend, and very 
Ex Muſzo Die 25 


Marti 1727. 


Humble Servant. 
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Youno PHYSICIAN, 


Directing his Regimen for the Cure, 
a0 his Gard to the Sick. 
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2 Doctor 


N my former, having advls d you to 
1 truſt to no Hypotheſes or Theories, in 
your Attendance upon Feuers; or 
borrowing thence any curative Indica- 
tions, which can be of no Advantage to 
your Patient, any farther than ſupported 
WF by 
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by Obſervation, or confirm'd by Experi- 


ence : I ſhall in this take Occaſion to deli. 
ver my Thoughts with the like Freedom, 


concerning the Regimen, I mean the Medi- 
cinal, moſt ſuitable to the various Kinds 


thereof ; ſuch as I have obſerved moſt 
available, and by which you may run the 
leaſt hazard of your Patient's Life, as well 
as your own Credit, when other Gentle- 
men, if of Probity equal to their Lear- 
ning, ſhall happen to be call'd in upon 
you. | 

But before I enter upon this I will 


here give you ſome general Definitions 
of the Diſeaſe, as well as touch upon the 


Subdiviſions thereof, 

Firſt, I obſerve Diſputes, as to the very 
Eſſence of a Fever, among the Mechani- 
cians themſelves! Thus = 

A Fever, according to Dr. Pitcairn, 
* is nothing more than an increaſed Velg- 
city of the Blood's Motion, to which an- 


. 


Elements of Phyſick. 


other 
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other of the ſame Form b anſwers, that 
it is firſt of all a great Miſtake in thoſe 
who judge of the Velocity of the Blood, 
by the frequency or quickneſs of the Pulſe; 
as if a quick Pulſe always indicated an 
increaſed Velocity. And 2dly, a grea- 
ter, to define a Fever by an encreaſed Ve- 
locity of the Blood: For nothing is more 
manifeſt to Experience than this, that the 
Velocity of the Blood may be enereaſed 
extremely without a Fever, as upon vio. 
lent Motion, hard Drinking, or the like; 
and on the contrary, its Velocity is often- 
times diminiſh'd, as appears from the 


great weakneſs of the Pulſe in the worſt 


of Fevers. So that a Feyer with this Gen- 
tleman, conſiſts in a preternatural Heat 
and Rarefaction of the Blood, attended 
with Inflammation, Dilatation of the blood 
Veſſels, and a conſequent Compreſſure 
and Obftipation ( for you know theſe Peo- 
ple pgs in odd Oy of the Lym- 
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A DIscouxsE Let. 2. 
phaticks and glandular Strainers : And 
according. to the different Degree and 
Quantity of theſe Cauſes, there will par- 
ticular Fevers ariſe, of a higher or lower 
Rank, and whoſe Symptoms will be more 
or leſs numerous, grievous and threatning, 
in proportion to the Degree of Force, 


and particular determination of theſe ge- 


neral Cauſes: And therefore is it plainly 
impoſlible inhis Opinion, and the Attempt 
perfectly chimerical , to reduce Fevers 


to any certain and determinate Number, 
under proper and ſpecific Names, ſo as 


to exclude any new Forms or Appear- 
ances 3 ſuch as might give Occaſion for 
ſome other Specification : For from the 


different Degrees of Quantity andRarefac- 


tion, Inflammation and Obſtruction, in 
Fevers, the different irregular Flux and 
determination of the Blood and other 
animal Fluids, in particular Caſes, innu- 
merable Symptoms may ariſe, ſome new 
ones every Day, Cs had not been ob- 


ſerv'd before. 


Bellinis Opinion of Fevers we have 
already lay d down in our former. A 


Let. 2. Concerning 'FEVERs. 
A late Writer upon the ſame Sub- 
ject, who has taken many Axioms from 


him, acquaints us, that an unuſual or 
preternatural heat, along with a frequen- 
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cy or quickneſs of Pulſe, denotes a Fe. 


ver; but this is liable to the ſame Ob. 
jection as the former, ſince whatever 
quickens the Pulſe, will bring on Heat, 
as we have inſtanced in Perſons quicken- 
ing their Pace to make themſelves warm, 
and as in the Caſe of drinking over- 
much firong Liquors: But the ſame 
Perſon doth acknowledge that the fre- 
' quency of the Pulſe alone does not conſti- 
tute the Eſſence of a Fever, till is dege- 
nerates into a Celerity, nor ſurely then, 
if there be no other Attendant. 
The excellent Boerhaave is more full 


in his Explication ; 4 for tho with the 


reſt, he tells us, whatever a Phyſician can 
diſcover of a Fever, is to be found by 
the quick Pulſe, which hath, for its 
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© Criticbn Febrium by D Dr. Strother 
Aphoriſmi de Febribus. 


Cauſe 
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Cauſe a quicker Contraction of the 


Heart, owing to the reciprocal Influx of 
the Liquidum Nervoſum, with greater 
frequency than at other Times, diſ- 


penſed to the Muſcles and to the Cavi- 


ties of the ſame Part, from whoſe irre- 
gular Influx, the Pulſe will ſometimes 
vary, as flower, faſter, or intermitting : 


| But then to difference this Velocity in 
Fevers, from that which may ariſe upon 


other Occaſions, he ſays farther, that 
it muſt be attended at its firſt Onfet with 


a Chill, a Rigour or a Tremor, after which 


_ enſues the Heat, greater or leſs, of lon- 


ger or ſhorter Durance, according to 
the Nature of the Fever; for as theſe are 
more or leſs vehement, there will ariſe _ 
either the acute or the ſow Fever, but 


in every one, proceeding from an in- 


ward Cauſe, there muſt be the Horri- 


pulatio, as well as the We velox 2 


Celer, inſecretus. 

It were both needleſs and uſeleſs to 

enter farther upon the Definition of a 

Diſeaſe, with whoſe real Nature we are 
ſo 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
ſo little acquainted, and therefore very 


prudently hath Helvetius fallen upon 
the ſureſt Method, where he informs his 


Reader that a Fever, as other acute Diſ- 


eaſes, is better deſcribd than defin'd. 
Thus when we ſee a Perſon ſeiz'd with 
a preternatural Heat, and Quickneſs of 
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his Pulſe, we are not to ſay that ſuch a 


Perſon is in a Fever, unleſs theſe Symp- 
toms are accompany'd with ſome Diſ- 
order in the natural Functions; for the 
heat and quick Pulſe may happen with- 
out a Fever, as before obſery'd. 

In regard likewiſe to its Eſſence, ſo 
alſo to the Cauſe, there is Variety of 
Opinions: Bellini and Borell;, the two 
principal of the Mechanicians, as we 
have before intimated, allow of nothing 
elſe than Motion, Quantity or Quality 
in the Blood, increaſed or diminiſh'd, 


one or all of them, but which or how, 
feems ann, explain'd, to conduce 


e Eſſay on the Animal Oeconomy. 


to 
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to the Production of the ſeveral Species 
thereof. This is ſaid to be a very luck 
Invention, as ſurely it muſt be granted, | 
could the ſeveral Appearances therein 
be ſatisfactorily explain d, without re- 
curring to precarious Hypotheſes; or that 
we could thence take better [ndications 
for the Cure, than from ſome others, 
who have placed the ſame i 4 fer- 
ment ing Matter, or a diſturbed Mixture of 
the Maſs, an Acrimony of the Fuices 
breaking the Globules, and ſbedding 4 
poiſonous Liquor thereinto ; contrary to 
which laſt 1 find the foreſaid Author ge. 
livering his Opinion, f vis. 
That all Fevers are cauſed by ſome 
< groſs indigeſtible Humour, contain'd in 
the Lympha or Serum of the Blood, 
whilſt the Globules are unconcern'd, 
< ſtagnating as it were in the 8 
tie Veſſels. 
And according to the Crititon, * the 
Maſs at theſe Times contains ſome 


A 


f Idem ibidem. | 


Let, 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
_ © unuſual Mixture of extrancous Qua- 
e lities and Matter, which makes the 
Motion thereof irregular, and keeps it 
out of order, till the ſame is ſepara- 
ted therefrom : This is what gives 
< riſe to all the Symptoms that in Fe- 
vers ſo grievouſly aflid our Qecnonory - 
And tho Bellini doth aſſert there 
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is nothing farther contain d in the 


Blood, fave its different Quantities of 
Matter, by which it fills the Veſſels to 


a certain Pitch, with its Dogroes of 


*« Yeloctty, which are but the Reſult of 
© the more or leſs ative Qualities con- 
© tain'd therein; yet no Man can practical- 


< of che Velocity of the Blood's Motion, 

may not rarify its Particles, and fall 

< each Section of the Veſſels in an 

equal Degree, as if the Quantity had 
< been really encreaſed.s 

Be this, however, as it will, and our 
Ignorance « of the — An Ee Fe- 


* Criticon Febrium, p. 51 
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vers as great as it may be, that there is 


ſomewhat foreign to Nature got into 
the Blood at theſe Times, is beyond 


Controverſy, and evident ſurely by her 


Luctus or Strife to get clear thereof; of 
which we have for Witneſſes our Senſes, 


When any poiſonous Drug is taken into 
the Body, occaſioning the like Diſtur- 
bance, as is rais d frequently therein, by 


ſome malignant Fever, ſuch as Thitſt, 


dry and black Tongue, enormous Vo- 
miting or Looſneſs, ſnedding of the Hait, 


breaking out on the Skin, &c. with other 


deadly Symptoms, unleſs ſhe happens 


to get the Victory, in a hard Struggle 


for Life: Why then ſhould we doubt but 


that ſome noxious Particles ſhut in, that 


ought to have perſpird ; or others en. 


tering from without, either inſpir'd with 
the Atmoſphere, entering. by the Pores, 
ſwallow'd with our Food, ot finding 
any way Admittance, may not be able to 
raiſe an Efferveſcence or Perturbation of 


like Kind, to the endangering, if not 


ſubverting of the Animal Fabrick ? 


That 


Let. 2 Concerning FEVERS. 


1. this Liquor of the Blood is ca. 
pable, and does naturally undergo a Sort 
of Fermentation, ſcems plainly. deduce- 
able from the Heterogeneity of its Parts, 
I mean thoſe compoſing the ſame, viz. 
our Aliments, which in their Commi- 


nution, admixt with thoſe in the Sto- 


mach, together with that of the Salival 
convey d along with them; and after 
entering the Duodenum, the bilious and 
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pancreatic, being thus convey'd into 


the Maſs, by the Thoracic Duct, they 


cannot, I ſay, miſs fermenting and raiſing 


a Heat therein, which from a natural De- 


gree may, by divers Cauſes, (as in the 


Caſe of Feuers) become preternatu- 


ET 248 
For, as Hefvetius has pertinently no- 


* 


ted, Þ the Blood has a threefold Mo- 


tion, the one of Fluidity, common 
* to other Liquors, the ſecond protru- 


fue from the Impulſe of the Heart and 


In his Eſſay. 


Arte- 
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< 2 third Jermentative, or a Motion 
o throughout of all its Parts; this (Gays 
he) <1 call Iuteſtine, agreeable to all 


Fluids, under a State of Fermentation, 
producing the various Humours of 
« which it conſiſts, and giving warmth 


to All the Parts. The Motion of the | 
Air is not the Principle of this Fluidi- 


< ty, which rather ceagulates the ſame, 
as ſoon as expos d thereto : This Qua- 


8 
© lity is therefore owing to the Motion 


of the Solrds, through which it paſſes, 
© to With the fermentative Moti- 
on within it ſelf. The protruſive Mo- 
tion is then from the Heart and the 
< ſolid Parts, the fermentative from its 


< own diflimilar ones; for being a Com- 


N 


pound made up of various Particles, it 


* cannot fail of containing thoſe which 
< are capable of Fermentation, when 
© ſuch Particles occur, by Reaſon of the 


Colluctation thence ariſing, together 
5 Fe 4 the violent Commotion thereof. 
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manifect, ſuch as the Hear thereby a- 


x xiſing, and communicated throughout 
the Body, the Formation of the Bile, 


* Salivg, and other Humors, with their 


1 Power of Rarifaction, which can only 


_ © ariſe from this inward Motion of the 
© ſeveral Particles ; call it Efferveſcence, 


c Ebullition, or what you pleaſe, we 


ſhall call it Fermentation : ; and that a 


3 . 


* 


uſual Ferment, ſtirred up among the 
Humors of the Blood, diſturbing both 


ak . 


X * 


the Body, | taking riſe. from ſeveral 
_ Cauſes, as the cold Air, a Debauch i in 


R Aa 
- 


A 


Parts of the Aliment or Liquors taken 
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BY 


or unduly, retained in the Blood, will 
give a quick and large Acceſſion to 
ſuch as are diſpoſed to ferment; and 
e hence will come on a brisker Fer- 


nentation, that is a Fever. | 
1 5 . And 


Feuer is to be no otherwiſe conſider'd, 
. than a Diſcaſe ariſing from ſome un- 


down, being hindred from perſpiring, 


thoſe natural Motions and Functions of 


cating and drinking; whereby ſome 
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And this, Sir, I think, is farther mani- 
feſt, by what we call the Criſis there- 

of, Which is nothing more than the 

ſame Fermentation finiſh'd, when the 


Blood, now as it were deſpum'd (after 


the Manner of other Liquors under that 
State, ſome of which require a longer, 


others a ſhorter Space for the ſame) 
the Strife ceaſeth, if Nature gets the 


better; and the Mafs by Degrees reco- 


vering its former Condition, Health is 


again reſtored ; otherwiſe being unable 
to accompliſh the Work, ſhe is forced 


to fink down under the Conflict. 


Let this now ſuffice, as to the general 


Cauſe and diagnoſtic Signs of Fevers, the 


Prognoſtics whereof muſt be gatherd 
from the Nature and Tendency of the 
Fever it ſelf; as whether to the benign 


or malign Species, or complicate with 
Symptoms more or leſs formidable ; 


of which farther in our ORGANS: of 


the ſeveral Norts of them. 


In the Diviſion of this Diſeaſe, we 
find alſo as great Variety as in the De- 


Jinitionsz 
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Let. 24 Concerning FEVER 8. 
finition ; that of the Antients Was the 


5 Synochus ſimplex ac putrida, the Cauſus or 
Ardent, the Hectic, Intermittent and 


: Malignant. The two firſt went under 


the Name of cube, the laſt was deno- 


minated owwoxs: The former differing. 


little otherwiſe than in its leſs or greater 
Heat and Continuance. The mildeſt or 
loweſt Degree of all is term d Ephemera, 
as ending in a Day; yet ſometimes run- 
ning out to greater Length, viz. two or 
three. Oppoſite. to the Cauſus or burn- 


ing Fever, is the Colliquatiue, when in- 
ſtead of the violent Heat enſue as extreme 
Sweats, in which the Sick is, as it 
were, inſtantly melted down, the Humors 
going off, either by the Pores of the 
Skin, or by fome other profuſe Eva- 


cuations, vig. Stool or Urine, as in 
the Diabetes; alſo the Epiala utriuſque 
Generis, in one of which the internal 
Parts feem cold, _ whilſt the external are 


hot; in the other the internal Parts are 
bot, whilſt the external ones are cold. 


To the former alſo belong the common 
og M 2 le: 


\ k 
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Peripnenmoniru, Pleuritis, and the like: 
70 f. the latter are adjoin'd, by ſome, the 


Aer bry, which from thi part ak. 


fedded, takes its Name of Anginalis , 


9 


Etuptive, ſuch as the Viriolous, Morbil- 
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lous, the Eryſipelatous, Miliatis, Nubro- 


Iz, Ruſby and Petechial; tho the for- 


mer, I think, ſhould more properly be 


numberd among thoſe: 7270 ger bs ſt 


matory Claſs. 4K 7 TEE 


Others have differenced nd ni 28 
Remitting. Intermting and Continual ; 
Whilſt E modern A. | 


of Flatulent, Influent, Effluent, Infla- 
twlent,  Efflatulent, Tnfluo-colliquative, 


and E Muo- colliguative, with the like 
new Phraſes, minted in a Country Town; 
and with ſome other Mathematical Diſ- 


coveries brought lately to us in London. 


Proceeding now, 
*\ Fevers, ſah Heboern _— 
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Let. 2. Concerning. Fe VER s. 


7 tinguiſh d as Intermitting and Canti- 


« wuals all of them are occaſion'd by 


7 ſome Altetation in the Juices. or Hu- 


* mors, with Which the Lympha is clog d; 
* and which are not thrown. off all at 


© once; Part of them unite. with the 
© Lympha, and are. diſchargd into the 


* Prime Vie, the. Stomach and Guts; 


«© where aſſembling, they. tumultuate and 
5 corrupt the Aliment; after which be- 


ing here diſingaged again, they are 
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* thrown into the Blood, and raiſe a 


« Fever; when continuing to be diſſol- 
ved and diſcharged without Intermiſ- 
ſion, the Fever is continual: But when 


to unfold and expand themſelves, they 


2 : require any ſtated Time, as ſeveral 


Hours or Days, they cauſe mntermit- 


* ting Fevers, whether Quotidian, Ter- 
© fign, or Quartan; the Difference de- 
pending on the Quality of the Humor, 
the Facility with which it diſingageth 
it ſelf, and the Time it takes up to get 


* 


clear of the Lympha, and to TY thro' 


<< the Pre Fre. © on 
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Dr. Pitcairn hath differenc'd. them 


as Legitimate and Illegitimate. A Le- 


gitimate Fever makes its Onſet with- 
out any Senſe of Cold or Shaking, that 


is, when there is no other Diſeaſe 


* accompanying, 


© The Tllegitimate, is when the Fever 
Is attended with ſome other Diſeaſe, 
or if to an augmented Velocity of the 


„ Blood (by which you have heard he 
« defines the Diſtemper in general) ſome 


other Fault therein, or in the Solids, 
is alſo join'd, as a Lentor in the ſame, 


or ſome internal Ulcer ; for then the 
« Diſcaſe is not a ſimple Fever, but com- 
* plicated, or with an adjunct, which is 


to be conſider d in the Cure: So that 
if the Cauſe producing a Fever, part 

of which alſo is an agumented Veloci- 
ty of the Blood, produces a new Pe- 
riod, in any given Time, before the fore- 
going quite ceaſes, the Diſcaſe will be 


5 Sec his Elements of Phyſick. 


a con- 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
« a continu d periodic Fever: But if it 


4 


A 


A 


does not produce a new. Period, untill 


a certain Time after the former has 
finiſh'd its Courſe, it is then call'd an 
intermitting Fever. In both, there- 
fore, whether a continued Periodic, 


or an Intermittent, according to the 


Number of Hours between the Peri- 


ods, it is Quotidian, a Tertian, or a 
Quartan : So that the Sum of all in 


this Gentleman's own Words is, that 


a Fever is an equable Augmentation of 


the Blood s Circulation, either remit- 
ting or intermitting. 


Or a Fever (according to the ſame) 
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may be otherways diſtinguiſh'd, as al- 


ready obſcrv'd, into an Ephemera of 


one or more Days, a ſimple Synochus, 


or a Fever from Rarifaction, a putrid 


or continent one, and a Hectic, which 


goes on uniformly, excepting that the 
Pulſe and Heat are lightly rais'd after 
eating. 


All theſe ( faith he) are W 


and EINE Fevers ſo call'd, conſiſting 
M4 of 
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< of many Periods, and free from Re- 
« mifſlons and Intermiſſions ;\ ; nor do 


they in any Manner differ, ( yon can 
give Credit thereto) than in the Degree 


of the Velocity in the Circulation of 


c che Blood, and the conſequent Rari- 


faction and Heat, the Effect of both; 
< the various Degrees of which pes ck 


Symptoms, which to the unskilful (1 
_ wiſh they prove not ſo at ſometimes to 


the more Skilful) may ſeem to be very | 
divers, or of another Kind. 

The following, which for your great- 
© er Satisfaction, I have here inſerted, is 


taken from Profeſſor Boerhaave, m who 


informs his Pupils, that a Fever is 
* always the Companion of ſome In. 
© flammation, either continual, remitting 


bor intermitting; the moſt ſimple of 


the continual being on all Sides agreed 


* to be the Ephemera or Diaria, ariſ- 
© ing from violent Exerciſe, or ſome 
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F Treſpals in che Nan-natarals ; ; particy- 
. larly eating and drinking ſomething 
<- difaprecable, which is to be remov d 
by Reſt, Abſtinence and Dilution: If 


c it holds longer than a Day, it is named 
a continual imputrid Fever, and then 
may ſtand in need of Bleeding and Re- 
< frigerants. The Continual Putrid or 
< Synoobus Putris, ariſcth alſo from a 
* ſimple Inflammation or Obſtruction of 
< the Bowels, through the Perſpiration 
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diſorder d; this is diſoover d by its 


< pungent Heat, irregular Pulſe, thick 
* high colour d Urine, ſometimes turbid, 
© tho' at others crude, without a Sedi- 


ment; and muſt be differently attempt 
* ed, according to Indications from the 


© Variety ef attending Symptoms, the 
© Condition of Life, and the Time or 
© State of the Difcaſe; and theſe are 


© call'd Continenres five coves, having 


no Remiſſion of their Heat: eue 
© wero ſeu Cant inuas appellantur, que 


I continue funt ſemittentes. 


© The 
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© The Ardent, called alſo Cauſus, is a 
diſtin Species, ſo named from its in- 
tenſe Heat, great Thirſt, difficult Brea- 
thing, with the dry Tongue, Axxiety, 
Reſtleſsneſs: Which may alſo befall 
thoſe who take long Journeys in hot 
Weather, or feed much upon acrid and 
ſpicy Foods, with ſtrong inflaming Li- 
quors; this being one of the moſt acute 
Fevers we have, deſtroying the Patient 
often before the fourth Day , ſeldom 
holding out to the ſeventh.” _ 
The laſt Diviſion I ſhall take Notice 
of, in relation to Fevers, is that from Dr. 
Strother n, who divides them all into Ar- 
dent and Hectical: Under both Kinds 
comprehending the ſimple and putridòyno- 
chus, as alſo the ⁊yexꝭs or malignant. The 
firſt he ſaith has a quick Pulſe, Heat, and 
high coloured Urine with a copious Se- 
diment, and laſts ſeven Days without Re- 
miſſion; the ſecond has the ſame Appear- 
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In his Criticon Feb. 


ances, 


Let. 2. Concerning FeveRs. 


ances, but in a greater Degree, acquiring 
ſundry Names from its various attending 


Symptoms, as Elodes, Aſſodes, Epiala, 
Rheumatica, Pleuritica, Anginoſa, Ery- 
| ſipelatoſa, &rc. The latter is a continual 


Fever of the worſt ſort, uſherd in with 
the moſt threatning Appearances, as the 
dry and black Tongue, Vigil Delirium, 


Subſultus, pale, ſtraw- coloured, uncon- 
cocted Urine; which is farther ſubdi- 
vided into the Simple, Malignant, Peſti- 
lential and Peſtis, bringing them all how- 
ever under the foreſaid, two-fold Denomi- 
nation; for if the Heat be either above 


or below the natural Standard, we ei- 
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ther burn with a Cauſus, or are afflicted 


with a Heftick : Theſe two, viz. Ardent 
and Hectical, according to our Author, 


contain the ſummary of Fevers, whilſt | 


their Extremes are the occaſion of all the 


ſupervening Symptoms, if we add ſome 


Qualities conjoyn'd, from whence they 


may be ſaid to have their Eſſe. For 


if the fiery Particles are plentiful in re- 
gard of the humid ones, the Ardent is 
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NE 3 e if the humid. or ſerous 
ſuperabound the Hectigal: And this he 
will have to be alſo the moſt uſeful Di- 
viſion of them, under which are con- 
taind both Intermitting, Remitting and 
Continual, as well as the Malignant: The 
Erupti ue are reckon'd of a neutral Sort; 
but in the farther proſecution of the ſame. 
Subject, he tells us, that if we rightly con- 
ſider, we ſhall find that Fevers differ only 
in Degrees; that an Ephemera is the 
lighteſt of all, where the Urine ſettles 
at the very beginning; that this Ephe- 
mera may turn to a Synachus Simplex, and 
that to a Putrid, which has its Remiſ- 
ſons and Exacerbations, but no certain 
Intermiſſious: And this Putrid may de- 
generate into a Malignant; that each may 
turn to an Intermitteut, which begins 
with Coldneſs, as does the Remyt- 
ting; whilſt the Malign comes on with 
Nigar if of the Hectic Species, but a Hor- 
ror when of the Ardent : So that all are 
attended either with Algors, Rigors or 
e, returning with each Paroxyſin 
N of 


„ Ln Concerning E 
of the Intermitrent, but not ſo in the 
Nemitiens, where the ſame appears only 
at the firſt, unleſs ſhifting as they do 
frequently, the Continual temitting, the 
Remitting growing into Continuul, nd 5 
both running into Intermittents: A plain 
Indication, ſaith he; of their erte 
only in the more of let. 
This laſt Diviſion 'of — Ader 
evneiſe; yet borrowing: a Term that may 
occafion Confuſion, I mean that of hec- 
tical, which is appropriate to a particu- 
lar Species, with which thoſe our Author 
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here intends, have no Agreement, unleſs 
in their milder Heat, than have the Ar- 
1 dent Kind, Iwould rather diftinguifhth em 
as Sanguimary and Nervous: Not that 


I _ we are to ſuppoſe the Blood in the latter 
. to be uttconcern'd; but that togetherthere- 
5  _ with, fome deleterious or morbid Im. 
3 preſſion is alſo fixd upon the fi of 
| the Nerves, either ſomeway impeding its 
Secretion at the fountain Head, the Brain, 
or a diſpence thereof by the proper Tubes 
5 or Conveyance, to the Heart, Lungs and 
Fo L Other 
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- A DiscouRss Let,2, 
other Parts of the Machine; hence the 


difficulty of Reſpiration, as well as Cir. 


culation to the Blood; the Suſpiria, with 
Oppreſſion on the Præcordia; the low, 


creeping and intermitting Pulſe; the pro- 
ſtration of Spirits, and Languor that comes 
on, and ſuddenly deſtroys the "ek la- 
bouring under the ſame. 

Theſe indeed arethe Febres MaliMoris, 
ac peſſimæ Indolis, which the common 
People (having doubtleſs been ſo taught 
by ſome of the Faculty) call Fevers of, 
or on the Spirits; which if ſo or not, 
yet may ſerve perhaps better to direct the 
Regimen, than that of the Hectical. 
Under the firſt, viz. the Sanguineous, 
I would have comprehended all of the 


: inflammatory Kind, ſuch. as are attended 


with great Efferveſcence or Ebullition i in 
the Blood, with ſtrong and high Pulſe, 
deep Urine, great Thirſt, Inquietude, Vigil, 
Phrenſy, &c. The particular Fevers under 
which Appellation, are thoſe which ac. 
company the Angina, Peripneumony, Pleu- 
05 and all ſuch as are attended with, 
or 
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or have adjoyned to them, either a gene- 


ral or particular Plet hora of the Veſſels, 


or exceſſive Rarifaction in the Blood. 


Among the Erupti ves, under the ſame, 


I ſhould reckon the Small Pox, Meaſles 


and Scarlet Fever ; whilſt ſome others of 
the Raſhy, Miliary, but eſpecially the 


Petechial, as having the Symptoms juſt 


before enumerated, ſome or other of 
them attending, ſhould be placed under 


the Nervous. And the Intermittent may 


ſtand Neuter, if truly ſuch, at leaſt di- 
ſtinguiſhable only as primary and ſecon- 
dary : By the firſt underſtanding the com- 


mon Ague; by the laſt, 'the Synochus or 


any other continent Fever, after ſome 


Days, taking the type of an Intermittent, - 


either quotidian or tertian; which being 
duly form'd, admits of. the ſame Lane 
with the Ague it ſelf. ag 

I have now done with the fererat De- 
finitions and Diviſions of Fevers which E 
found nigh at Hand, and will haſten to 
the Cure, preſenting you firſt with an 
Eſſay towards the ſame, in the mechani- 
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cal Way, from à Gentleman I haye al- 
ready often. quot di the learned Pitcairn. o 
Firſt, it is manifeſt; that the Cure of 
every begitimats. Fever, accompany'd 
© by no others, is moſt expeditiouſſy 
© done by Bleeding, and by Remedics 
that abate the Blood's Rarifaction; ſuch 
< as Sugar of Lead, purify'd Niter, Spi- 
< rit of Sulphur, Juice of Lemons, di- 
© till'd Vinegar; Emulſions of the cold 
Seeds, and more. eſpecially. Bliſters , 
< which draw off paxt of the Serum too 
much rarify'd ; and theſe are the Re- 
medies to be uſed in every Iegitimate 
Fever, till we have the good luck to 
find out one, that will immediately a- 
< bate the Blood's Rarifaction, and di- 
« miniſh its circular Motion, without 
© bringing on worſe Symptoms. 

© Secondly, you are carefully to ob- 
<. ſerve, that you do not eaſily adminiſter 
Sudorifics in theſe Fevers, becauſe they 
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will keep up the augmented Velocity 
and Rarifaction much longer, and we 
ought never to preſcribe ſuch, but when 


there are Signs of Concoction (which 


before were not) in the Urine; And 
ſuch Signs will denote it not to be a 
legitimate Fever in every reſpect, but 


a Companion to ſome other Diſeaſe, 
which ariſes from a Viſcidity of Hu- 


mours capable of Concoction. 


And Thirdly, when this Viſcidity be- 


gins to be ſo broken, as to be capable 


of Separation in the Kidneys with the 
Serum, it is a ſign of a Concoction: And 
when the ſame Matter, which can paſs 
the Renal Streiners, by a farther Di- 


minution, is render'd fit to be carryd 
through the cutaneous Glands in Sweat, 
then, and not before, Sudorifics may 


be adminiſter d with Safety; which Time 
may be diſcover'd by the Signs of Con- 
coction in the Urine, which is a Sedi. 
ment equal and copious, with regard 


to the Diſeaſe: and thus much of the 
legitimate or ſimple Fevers and their 


< Cures. N ET 
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c But Fourthly, the Cure of a continued 


© periodic Fever, cannot be well under- 


o 


4 


"4 


c 


c 


x 


LC 


> 


6 


ba 


ſtood, without being firſt taught the 
Cure of Intermittents, as ſuch ; becauſe 
the Cure of Periodior is compounded 
of the Cure of a ſimple Fever, and an in- 
termittent, as ſuch, reſpectively. 

< Therefore unleſs old Age, or a worn 
out Conſtitution forbids, at the longeſt 
Diſtance from a ſubſequent Fit, in an 


Intermittent, a Vein ought to be open d; 


both on the Account of the Fever, 
which threatens when the Fit is at the 
higheſt, and upon Account of the Y+/- 
cidity from whence it has its Origin; 
for Bleeding diminiſhes the Viſcidity 
of the remaining Maſs. | 


And laſtly, fince this Y7/cidity, for 


3) OO 


N * 


the moſt part, has its riſe from what 
is taken in by way of Diet, and the 
Lentor is deriv'd from the firſt Paſſages : 
And becauſe Vomits more effectually 
remove ſuch Lentor than Purges, and 
by the neceſſarily greater and more fre- 
ent S of the Stomach and 

| Ab- 


* 


= 
—_ 
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7 Abdomen, preſs out that Lentor, which 


© adheres to the ſmall Veſſels, in a ſhort 


time, which Purges would hardly reach 


in an Age, and becauſe Delays are 
dangerous in a Fever; therefore a Yomee 


* oughtalways to be timely enongh given, 


for its Operation to be over before the 


< return of the Fit; which may be te- 
© pcated once, and ſometimes twice, at 
due Diſtance, if the Patient is able to 


© bear it, and is not ſubject to vomit up, 
bor ſpit Blood. 


© When the vomiting is over, fonts 


3 febrifuge Medicines are tobe given, (tho 


* improperly ſo cal d) and which ought 
* rather to be term'd attenuating or ape- 
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* rient, of which generally the Bitters 


are eſteemd the beſt ; among theſe how- 


ever the Cortex Peruviauus is yet mack | 


the more preferable. 3 
After this Specimen in the maithenats- 


cal Way, I ſhall proceed ro my own, 


and that I may obſerye ſome Method 


therein, purſuing the Diviſion of Feyers 


into ſanguineous and nervous, ſhall begin 
„„ with 
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A Discourss Let. 2. 
with the former or Inflammatory, in which 
through an extraordinary Heat and Rari- 


faction thereof, the Blood is thrown with 


Violence on ſome particular Parts, either 
external or internal; giving Riſe, as we 
have formerly obſerved, to a peculiar 


Epithet, thence borrowed, vis. Ang:- 


nalis, Pleuritica, &c. as a Note of Pro- 


priety, or belonging to the ſame; and 
here before I procecd farther, give me 


leave to entertain you for a minute or 
two, with the Opinion of a late Au- 
thor ? concerning the Nature of an In- 
flammation in general: With which for 
its Novelty and Force of Perſuaſion, be- 
ing my ſelf well pleaſed, it may not per- 
haps be unacceptable to you, my Friend, 
if yet unacquainted therewith, z. e. his 


new Diſtinction of the /ymphatic Veſ- 


ſels, into Arteries and Veins; the for- 
mer delivering (like the Arteries the 
Blood) their Liquor to all the Parts: the 


* 


n 


—— 


— 


? Helvetius in his Eſſay on the Animal Oeconomy. 


latter 
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latter (in like manner as the Veins) car- 


rying it back to the Ciſtern or Fountain 
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the riſe of which Veſſels, we have already 


given you from the ſame Author, when 


ſpeaking in our former, of the Nature of 
Secretion, with the Modus of ſecerning 


the ſeveral Fluids from the Bloed. 
* Anatomy (as he tells us) confirms 


this Notion, which tho' it ſhews only 


the moſt conſiderable of theſe Veſſels, 
and is not able to diſtinguiſh the greater 
© part, too minute and intricate to be 
* plainly diſcern'd, as in their natural 
* Statc, carrying only a thin tranſlucid 
Liquor, nevertheleſs do but obſerye 
< the numberleſs (mall Veſlels, Injections 


offer to our View: Conſider they neither 


appear Red, nor are full of Blood du- 
ring the Life of the Animal, unleſs by 
Accident, or under an inflamed State; 
© and then we ſhall eaſily perceive, that 
they can be nothing in reality but y- 
phatic Veſſels, tho by moſt Anatomiſts, 
appropriated to the Blood. 


A 


C 


NI. - It 
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© It will not therefore be improper to 


A 


A 


obſerve by the Way, that theſe fine 


Injections do often ſcrve rather to lead 
us into Error; and are more for Oſten- 
tation than Inſtruction and Uſe. They 


* may indeed guide us to more important 


Diſcovtries, but they are alſo capable 
of hiding a great many Truths from 
us, and of ſtifling ſeveral Diſcoveries : 
The Confuſion into which they throw 
the ſanguinary and lymphatic Veſſels, 
frequently hinder us from diſtinguiſh- 
ing them with the neceſſary Exactneſs. 
In their natural State, theſe [ympha- 
tic Veſſels cannot admit the Blood, be- 
cauſe where they commence, they are 
too ſlender; or rather becauſe the m- 
pha which they contain, is a Fluid wholly 
differing in its conſtituent Parts, from 
the Globules of the Blood; and indeed, 


tho' it circulates in the blood Veſſels, 


along with thoſe Globules, yet does it 
never perfectly mix with them, as is 


© ſcen by the help of Glaſſes, in the Me- 


* ſentery of the Frog, or in the Fins and 


a 
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« Tails of certain Fiſh; but when the 
* lymphatic Arteries happen to be dilated, 
or the Blood put into any violent Mo- 
tion, it does ſometimes open it ſelf a 
© Paſſage into them, as in the Caſe of 
every Inflammation falls out; for then 
© the Force is greater than the Reſiſtance 
either of the /ymphatic Veſſel it ſelf, or 
* the Fluid it contains, as in the Caſe of 
«© Fevers, where ſometimes the Rarifac. 
© tion of the Blood is ſo great, as very 
much to dilate its own Veſſels: The 
* Lymphain like manner will be rarify'd, 
© and its Veſſels dilate either through the 
< Rarifaftion of their own Liquor, or 
by means of the Dilatation of the Blood 
_ © Veflels, which being diſtended will ne- 
© ceſfarily enlarge the Orifices of the o- 
ther, which are connected to them. 
When the Blood then at ſuch Times 
(i. e. the Patient in a Fever) is forced 
< into the mphatic Arteries, from what- 
ever Cauſe; no wonder it ſhould ſtag- 
; nate, and ſtretch theſe tender Veſſels, 
3 - whence Redneſs, Pain and Tenſion, 
N+4 _ 
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© with great Heat about them; the firſt 


s occaſion'd by the Blood got into theſe 
Parts, which before looked white, as 


© carrying in them a thin tranſparent Li- 


* quor: It muſt require a greater degree 
© of Heat, ſince the Blood in this Caſe 
* fills a greater number of Veſſels, and 
in greater Quantity than it did before: 
© The Pain ariſes not only from a ſtretch 
of the Veſſels themſelves, but of the 
* nervous Membranes betwixt which they 


are placed.” Finally to confirm this his 


Opinion, or by way of farther illuſtra- 


ting the ſame, he brings an Inſtance 


of the common Ophthalmy, or Blood. 


ſhed Eye. 


c The Redneſs or „ of the 


Eye, is here cauſed by the Blood ha- 


* ving paſled out of its own, into the 


* IymphaticVeſlcls, belonging to the Part; 


* whence we infer, the ſame of all the 
other /ymphatic Arteries from the ca- 
* Pillary Blood Veſſels, which are diſtri- 


* buted in great Plenty through all parts 


of the Body; the Caſe being the ſame 
| in 
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© in every Inflammation of all the other 
Parts, which is occaſion d by the Blood's 

flowing into the /ymphatic Arteries of 

3 * ſuch Parts, as obſerved now, of the Eye, 
© and as weſce happen, even without re- 
| flection, in the Amphatic Veſſels of the 
skin, when by any means, ſome un- 
wonted Efferveſcence appears thereon, 
as in ſudden Fluſhings or the like. 
The Reaſon why theſe Veſſels are de- 
ſtitute of Motion, he tells us, is becauſe 
they are out of the Force of the Heart, 
in like manner as are the Veins. 
Io detain you now no longer, I ſhall 
haſten to the Regimen of theſe Fevers 
in general: And as plenitude of the Veſ- 
ſels from ſome Crapula, or obſtructed 
Perſpiration, for the moſt part, gives be- 
ing to the ſame, at leaſt the Blood's be- 
ing too much rarify'd therein; ſo a De- 
pletion of them by Bleeding, as the Strength 
will allow, together with other ſuitable 
Remedies, which the Caſe ſhall require, 
are here indicated: After which the ſet- 
ting open the Pores by ſome very gen- 


* 


1 
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tle and mild Remedies, may be farther 
_ uſeful. 


The Signs of this Bebe or Ple. 
thora in the Veſſels, you are to take from 
the Patient's Habit, frequently Sanguine, 
with a florid Complexion: His way of 
living, with the antecedent Cauſe of the 


en ſtirred up in his Blood, the in- 


flamed Urine and high Pulſe, the tenſive 
Pain in the Head and other Parts of the 
Body: But here you are to note, that 
oftentimes through a mere Fulneſs of the 
Veſſels, in this kind of Fever, the Pulſe 
will be oppreſt, and the Stroke ſeem 
feeble, or from the exceſſi ve Rarifaction 
of the Blood, as it were ſtifled, which 
after Ventilation by the Lancet, recovers 
it ſelf and beats ſtrong and high. 

In drawing off a ſufficient quantity of 
Blood, altho' the ſame appears florid at 
the firſt, yet if Pains upon the Mem- 
branes accompany, as in pleuritic, and 


rheumatic Affections, you will find it 


after ſigey, or like melted Fat, ſtreaked 


oftentimes with a yellow or blewiſh Caſt 


at 


Let. 2. Concerning F EVE RS. 
at the top ; and this hinr abour the Pulſe, 
1 thought convenient to give you, that 
you may not be diſcourag'd, by the low- 
neſs thereof at ſuch Times; and in thoſe 
plethorick Habits, to bleed your Patient, 
eſpecially at the firſt Attack of the Fever, 
before his Strength has been thereby im- 
pair'd, which in the Szate, much leſs at 
the Deglenſion, cannot be ſo ſafely en- 


terpriſed. 


After Bleeding, more particularly, if 
a Debauch either in Eating or Drinking 
gave occaſion tothe Diſeaſe ; or otherwiſe, 


if any loathingorretching ſo require,aVo- 


mit ought to be adminiſter'd of the Rad. 


Ipecocuhap given in Sack Whey, Carduus 


or green Tea, or Chicken Water, as 
your Patient ſhall like beſt ; which be- 
ing over, he is to be put into his Bed, 
with the ſame covering he has been us 
to; and now for his Thirſt, let him be 


indulged in ſome thin diluting Liquor, 


ſuch as the ſaid Whey, an Emulſion of 
the Seeds and Almonds in Barley Water, 
or the antient Priſan: Nor would I be 

: ; ſo 
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ſo rigorous as at all Times to forbid a 
Draught of Table- Beer with a Toaſt, be- 
tween whiles, provided no rheumatick 


Pains, Cholic or Diarrhea, attend; for 


this being our common Diluter in the 


Time of Health, or what we have been 
ever accuſtom'd to, is not always to be 
denied in Sickneſs, when carneſtly de- 
ſired, under the Reſtrictions above men- 
tion'd. : 

I muſt inſiſt upon this Method of giv- 
ing a Vomit, ſuch as here directed, af- 


ter bleeding your Patient; becauſe I know 


of nothing ſo likely to draw off the Fuel, 


and thereby leſſen the Fever, let the Na- 
ture thereof be almoſt what it will. 


You may treſpaſs indeed, in bleeding, 


but, I think, you cannot in this parti- 


cular Evacuation, if the Sick is not ſub- 


| je& to a Spitting of Blood, in any Stage 


thereof, where a Nauſea ſhall indicate, 
and the Doſe of the ſaid Remedy is ſuit- 
cd to his Weakneſs, of which thus given, 
where ſuch call for it appear'd, even un- 
der the greateſt, I cannot ſay that I have 


once repented. . 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 


The Vomiting being over, if the Fe- 
ver ſtill runs high, or ſeems to threaten 
the Head by a too rapid Courſe there- 
of, you may take away more Blood; af- 
ter which, the Sick being uneaſy, if 
ſomething farther is not done to re- 
move his Complaint, and (as he thinks) 


to ſhorten his Diſeaſe, you are to give 


ſome Alexipharmic Bole or Powder, 


waſh'd down with a TOA Jes be- 


tween whiles. 74 
And here, that you may rightly un- 

derſtand me, I muſt explain my ſelf what 

I mean by this Alexipharmic, and what 


by my Cordzal. Firſt then, negatively, 


I meannone of thoſe jumbled Compo- 


ſitions of the Shops, the Theriaca &. 
Mithridatium, which are here ſo far from 
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deſerving that Title, that they may ra- 


ther be termed Pharmaca, as implying 
in the worſt Senſe of the Word Pozſons, 
and which I am afraid, thro' their indiſ- 
criminate Uſe, have carried off more 


People than all the Plagues we ever had 


in England: Nor by the Word Cordial, 
4 would 
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would I be underſtood the Treacle-Ha- 


ter, or any other diſtill'd Compound, 
much leſs the Tincture and Syrup of 


| Saffron ; for tho' both theſe are allow- 


able in ſome of the nervogs Fevers, ſo 
called, eſpecially towards the Declenſi- 


on, when Nature flags, and the Spirits 


unable to expand themſelves, the Pulſe 
grows feeble, together with the native 
Heat: Vet at theſe Times, or in our pre- 
fent Caſe, a Morſel of the Conſerua 
Lujulæ, with ſome ſimple Abſorbent, is 


the beſt Alexipharmic, as a few Grains of 


Nit er, with a Draught of an Emulſion 
ex Sem. Fr. cum Amygd. in aq. Hor- 
dei, the only Cordial. 

Theſe may be given at a due Dillance, 
till che Ebullition of the Blood is over, 
or that the Pulſe is reduc'd to its wont- 


ed Tenure, before which a moderate 


breathing Sweat appears, the Urine alſo 
together therewith, foreboding a Criſis 
now at hand, which from its intenſe 
Colour turns paler, drops a Sediment, 


and the Sick recovers ; when it may be 


neceſſary | 
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neceſſary to give ſome lenient Purga- 
tive, that without raiſing a Commotion 
in the Blood, may diſcharge the morbid 

Z Feculencies therein remaining; nor muſt 

you forget to empty the Bowels daily, or 

each other Day of the inteſtinal Foeces, 
by ſome cooling laxative Clyſter, if they 

do not anſwer of themſelves. "A. 

This Regimen will alſo ſerve in com- 

mon for all Fevers, attended with In- 

1 flammation „ or which may be term- 

3 ed ſanpuineons, as thoſe of the Angina, 
Peripnenmony , Pleuriſy, Rhenmatiſm , 
faving that theſe. uſually require more 
frequent bleeding, and in larger Quan- 
tities, wherein truly the whole curative 

Scope in a Manner conſifts, eſpecially 
that of the Pleuriſʒ and Quinſeyʒ but in the 
Peripneumony the Oyls and expectorat- 
ing Remedies are alſo to be r 

| as pecaliar to the ſame. . 

LI I have purpoſely forborn the. Mention 
of Bliſters, not only for that I cannot 
come into them my ſelf, ſo readily, as is 

3 now the Mode among us, in every of 

7 | . 3 | theſe 
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theſe Fevers, unleſs ſome of thoſe now 
mentioned; except ſome obſtinate Head- 
ach or Stupidity encourage their Applica- 
tion; but for that, Lintend preſently togive 
you my own, with theSentimentsofothers, 
about them. Nor can I ſce Reaſon to 
alter this Regimen in ſome eruptive 
Fevers, of the inflammatory Kind, I mean 
particularly the Small-Pox, in full or 
ſanguine Habits of the coherent or con- 
fluent Sort, ſetting a fide the repeated 
Bleedings, which too may be requir'd 
from an over-bearing Heat, as well about 
the Time of Eruption, as at that of the 
ſecond Fever, attended with ſtreight 
breathing, asalſo the clyſtering and purg- 
ing, before the State of Maturation.. 
And this is all I have to offer for your 
general Obſervation concerning the Fe- 
vers of this Claſs: For as I intended 
not to give any particular Formulæ, or 
to Stuff my Letter with Preſcripts, ſo nei- 
ther is there Occaſion for what every 
Phyſick-Writer rather too much abounds 


with, and with which you are already well 
furgifh'd 


ive 
rs, 
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norant of one Remedy or other, to 


anſwer the ſeveral phyſical Intentions, yet 
perhaps it may not be caſy to find thoſe 
who are rightly appris ' d at all Times, | 


when this or that Intention are the true 
Indicata, or require to be anſwer d. 


The beſt Author upon this Subject, 


if we except the learned Dr. Freind, and 
our Friend Sydenham, is a very antient 


8 one, but lately reviyvd among us, by 


Recommendation of the former, I mean 


Lommins, whoſe Treatiſe is worth your 


peruſal. 
This booed ns ſet forth his Book 


of continual Fevers in the Latin Tongue 


(in which the ſame is now reprinted) 
above 150 Vears paſt, wherein you will 
find, , without one N, he places the Cure 
in Bleeding, Dilutian and lenient Pur- 


gation; neither the firſt nor laſt, however, 


to be enterpriz d, but with Regard to the 


of the Pulſe, and the Time which is 
3 | O | : | the 


(| 299 
| niſh'd: To be plain indeed herein, tho 
Ss 1 ſcarce. know any Phyſician who is ig. 


4 a Nee 2. 
[it | the Beginning of the Invaſion ,for bleed- 
1 ing; as that of the Declenſion of the 
4 Diſeaſe, for purging; the untimely Uſe 
5 of both, as he judiciouſly remarks, hav- 
4 ing been the Death of ſome, as the heap- 
ih! ing up of Medicines, has been of more; 
1 eſpecially thoſe by which Nature has 
| been ſome how interrupted, or pur aſide 
i" the Work ſhe had began, and, perhaps, 
ht otherwiſe compleated. 

4 About the State or Time of Concoc- 
1 tion, he takes Notice of the Fons fri- 
1 gida, a large Draught of which he now 
þ | thinks proper to give the ſick Perſon, 
"11 by the Example of Galen: whence, he 
. ſays, the Heat being driven outwards, 
ik | either a critical Sweat follows, Vomit- 
1 | | ting or a bilious Flux; fo uncertain, it 


ſeems, ſtands the Iſſue of the Experiment, 

Which is to finiſh the Diſeaſe and re- 
ſtore Health: But then obſerve, he ex- 

ceedingly blames thoſe who, upon any 

Pretence whatever, ſhall dare to ad- 

miniſter this Remedy at any Time of the 

Fever, which was the Cuſtom of Avi. 

wy cen, 
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cen, and has been lately inculcated a- 
mong our People, by a crack-brain'd Di- 
vine, in his Febrifugum Magnum; in reſpect 


to which you may conſult ſome Remarks 
lately publiſh'd, as an Appendix to the 


Modern Quack, by Way of Anſwer to 


this extravagant Advance; I muſt own, 


indeed, I think it ſo hazardous an Ex- 
periment, that I cannot adviſe you ſhould 
try it at any Time; for if the Evacua- 
tions ſhould not follow or prove cri- 
tical, as unſeaſonably adminiſtred, be- 
fore Nature was prepared, when the 
Strength is much enfcebled, and ſhe un- 
able to rouſe up, and diſcharge her now 


double Burthen of the Diſeaſe, and the 


intended Remedy, by one or other of 
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the Ways here ſpecify'd, what muſt en- 


ſue but Suffocation of the vital Heat, 


But I ſhall now give you my „ Thoughts 


about the Regimen of the Fevers I 
call Nervous, and which (as the Pulſe 
_ direct you) is, generally ſpeaking, 


O 2 | to 


and the abſolute * — of the Pa- 
tient? | 
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to be different from the foregoing ; for 
here no Evacuations, unleſs thoſe of Vo- 


mit ing, Sweating and Bliſtering, are to 


be admitted. When contrary alſo to the 


former, being ſtill guided thereby, as 


the Pulſe is weak, and the Patient com- 
plaining of great Langour or Lowneſs 
of Spirits, ſo the warmer Remedies 
will be required to raiſe the ſame, invi- 


gorate the Blood, and quicken its Mo- 


tion; of which Kind are the Lapis Con- 


trayerva, the Pulv. ad Guttet. the Pulv. 


e chel. Canc. C. with a few Grains of 


_ Crocus or Caſtor; or where this laſt is 


nauſeated by the weak Stomach, the Spec- 
Diambr.: And when by theſe Means, 
together with the diluting Liquors, a 


Sweat breaks out, I always allow my 


Patient a Glaſs of ſome ſoft agreeable 


Wine, ſuch as that of Sherry, once, if 
not oftener, in twenty four Hours, in- 


ſtead of a Cordial: Nor can I ſee Rea- 
ſon to forbid the ſame, at theſe Times, 
any more than the Hauri e ſo cuſ- 


tomarily taken. 


„ 
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Pulvis Gaſconicus, I can do no leſs than 


2 


And having here made mention of 
the Bezoardic. Compoſition, or the 


advocate in its Fayour, ſo far as to be- 


lieve it the beſt Remedy (conſidering how 


The worſt 1 have heard objected a- 


gainft it, is, that of its being a charge- 
able, | inſignificant, \or. mere abſorbent 
and that but an indifferent one, in Com- 
pariſon of ſome viler we trample daily 

under our Feet; and farther _ we! kri- | 
fle while we uſe it. | | 


the Practice of Phyſick is manag'd with 
Fi that ever could have been invented. 


ne en 


Treacks. and Mithridate, with ſome 


others daily in Uſe: For ſince the moſt 
knowing among us can underſtand very 


Nature, in attempting her Reſcue from 


the ſame, which of us can be at all 
Times poſitive, he has not ſome Way 


| Fo hiadred, as well as promoted her imper- 
ceptible and inſcrutable Way of uin 
this Deliverance? Happy. 


little of the real Eſſence of theſe Fe. 


13 


* 
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Happy, my dear Friend, ſhall we be 
t | at the long run, if we can accuſe our 
1 ſelves of nothing more than a harmlefs 
; trifling: Happy, I ſay, if at ſome cri- 
| tical Times, we have that inward Peace 
1 and Satisfaction, that we do no Mil- 
chief. How this can be the Lot of 
7 ſuch as are forcing - Fite-Balls down 
1 Mens Throats, of Theriac. Mithridate, 
q Camphir. Snake- Root, with thoſe Crea- 
Il tttures of the Fire, the volatile and d 
1 Salix, and theſe every three or four 
1 Hours, waſh'd down with as hot a Mix- 
1 t ture of ſome Spirits, which they call a 
TY Cordial, at a Time when the Sick are 
1 ſcorch'd, as I may ſay, to Death, Wit. 
= | neſs the dry and parch'd Skin, the black 
and bruſhy Tongue, the cruſty: Fur up- 
on the Teeth, and other Signals of an 
Incendium within: How theſe; I ſay; 
can have that in ward Aſſurance that they 
never do worſe than trifle; or that 
inſtead thereof, they have not actually | 
deſtroy'd thoſe Lives with which theywere 
entruſted, I cannot ſee, nor I — 
conſi derate Perſon whatever. -- i II 
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If then, upon this Occaſion, it muſt 


be ſaid we trifle, becauſe, perhaps, we 


211 


give no Medicines at ſome Times, DE © 


none but what are ſafe and innocent; 


thus , trifled our great Maſter Hippo- 
crates, who, tho' conſtant in obſcrving, 
gave, but few, or for ſome Days none at 


all, till he could. ſee, what Nature call d 
for, and the Method which ſhe aim'd at 


for helping of her ſelf : And thus trifled 


our late famous Sydenham, who tells 


us, that finding his Patient one Day no 


worſe than the Day before, and the Day | 
following in the ſame Condition, 


thought it his Duty ſtill to wait her Mo- 


| tion, fearing, by intermedling, he ſhould 


do ſome Hurt, till Dame Nature ſhew'd 
him what Way he was to take, by ſome 
more manifeſt Indication than he was 
yet Maſter of, or what kind of Remedy 


the ſtood in need of. 


Returning now to the Bezoar, 2 1725 
a learned Gentleman 4 ſo much decries, 


„ 


1 Dr. Slare in his Obſervation and ai upon 
R 2121 beg 
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and endeavours tb depreciate; ; 0 muſt 
adviſe you, notwithſtanding, to enter- 


tain a good Opinion * thereof, eſpecially 


the compound Powder of Ctab's Claws, 


in Which the ſame is an Ingredient ; and 


whete your Patient can pay for it; I 
would never have it omitted in your 
Preſcription, at leaſt, you ſhould make 


it a Part thereof; by Which 1 date en- 


fure you this one Advantage, that tio 
Phyſician, beſides himſelf, who hall 
chance to be calf'd in upon you, will 


fay you have done amils; ot if he be a 

Perſon of any Candbr, find fault for 

me d doing, which I cannot promiſe . 
all not happen at out preſent tow Ebb 


of Honour, under any other. 


The late learned Dr. Edward Don 


had 4 great Opinion of the Bezoar, who 


was no ſupetſtirious Phyſician, nor re- 
FG traditionary Accounts of the Vir- 


ues of any Dtug or Medicine, that was 
not '<6nfirm'd to him by Experiment or 


Obſervation: I have heard him ſay, when 


I had little Experience of it my ſelf, that 
©! 3.5 bs 2 1 | ; i 
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ne was fatisfy'd'of its cordial” — 


from many Inſtances; and that it had 


dis Property beyond moſt orhers ſo de- 


nominated, of being friendly to Nature, 
agreeable to the weakeſt Stomach, which 
cannot, indeed, be ſaid of ſorne other 
Medicines; that it heated not the Blood; 
the 4 kindly  Swuaorific, by exagitating 
its Maſs, atid cauſing a Perturbation 


among the Humors therein, of all which 
J am long ſince fully Aarisfy'd, * Taye 


riment upon my ſelf. e 
And it will be ſurely time enough © to 

diſcard this innocent Remedy, when 

we have a Subſtitute that will do more 

Service and leſs Hurt: The Chalk, not 

yet the cauſtic Salt, which the ſame Per- 


foi who finds fault with Bezoar, re- 


commends, arc doubtleſs none of theſe; 


the firſt, however a great Alſkaly or Ab. 
ſorbent, being ſo far from a Diaphoretit 


as he would infinuate, that we have 
few better Anti-ſudortficks, or which will 
do more in repreſſing the melting Sweats 
of Hetticks, — up the looſe Tex- 

w ture 
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ture of the Blood, and preventing its far- 
ther Diſſolution; and the laſt, tho ſuited 
to take off the ſymptomatic Vomiting i in 
Fevers, and to ſtop the Progreſs of ſome 
Intermittents ; yet where there is a Ten- 
dency to Stools, not ſafe to be given, 
ſince by -pricking the Fibres of the Sto. 
mach, it will encreaſe the Looſeneſs, and 
that way endanger the feeble Patient. 

But I ſhall enlarge no farther in the 
Commendation of this moſt ſafe, and 
often ſerviceable Remedy ; 3 ſince all the 
Rhetoric its Opponent has uſed, with the 
ſugar d Words to ſweeten up the Ladies, 
r they ſtill hold it, with the much greater 
part of the Faculty, in as good n 
Weer., | 4 

There is another Fonds x roi com- 
ing now. into Requeſt, . upon the, ſame 
Occaſion, wherein Bezoar has a ſhare al- 
ſo, with ſome of the other Abſorbents, 
and jt. I adviſe ION: ſhould, at Jams 
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times make a part of your Preſcription, 
that is the Confectio Raleighana, of great 


Repute long ſince in private Practice, and 
now recommended to the College, from 
the good Opinion a leading Gentleman 


therein, has conceiv'd thereof; and vhich 


others I think ſhould the rather entertain, 
if it were upon no other Account, than 
that of its being more temperate and a- 
greeable to the Sick in general, than many 
others going under the name of Alexi- 
——— » Which are wenn — 
ſcribed. + | 


Theſe Fevers n run on coins Days, 


a frequently intermit : The Evyozges turn- 


ing, as we have noticed before, to a 
Toyo: As Prodromi, whereunto the 
Urine now ſhews ſome tendency to Con- 
coction, and from à crude, becomes 
firſt turbid, afterwards letting fall a la. 
teritious Sediment, a Sweat breaks forth, 
and the Symptoms grow milder. 
In this Caſe, it will behove you to 
wait the Circuit of a ſecond Paroæyſin, 
n. LP form'd in ſuch manner, 
220420 that 
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5 r you can be aſſurd of the Intermiſ- 
ſion, you may then, but not ſooner, ad- 
miniſtet the Corten, giving it at ſuch 
Diſtance, and in ſuch Quantity, that your 
Patient, if poſſible, may take 4 or 5 
Drams, before the approach of the next 
Fit; as if the Interval exceed not 10 bor 
12 Hours, you arc to order Dij. at leaſt, 
if not zj, where the Sick can bear it, every 
2 Hours, but if the ſame is longet, once 
in 3 or 4: Obſerving diligently that you 
begin not before the hot Fit is over, and 
the Sweat breaks forth; that you are alſo 
as cautious in preſcribing it wherè you 
have not Encouragement from the ſaid 
Hypoſtafis in the Urine, or that the In- 
termiſſion is irregular and uncertain; for 
whilſt the former is crude and uncon- 
cocted, you can hope for little Benefit 
by the Bark, and as little room to 0 
it under dodging Intervals. 
We have, I know, ſome Gnesen as 
mong us, and thoſe of Note too, I could 
name, Who are very early, I fear ſome- 
times * in giving of this Drug 
115 | before 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
before the Fever Fit is form'd, or that 
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they can have Satisfaction, there is more 


than Remi ſſian and Exarerbation thereof; 


and this altho the Breaſt is ſtraitned, the 
Breathing. anhelous, with other Symp- 
toms little favouring its Exhibition for 
which they alledge the Danger by Delay, 


of miſſing an Opportunity for giving it 


at all afterwards. 


But truly, Sir, I have ſeem 0 many 


Miſcarriages, which I could impute to 
nothing more than the unſeaſonable uſe 


thereof, ſuch as Coma, Delirium, Op- 


preſſion on the Præcordia, tremulous 
Nerves and ſubſultory Tendons, with 


encreaſe of all the Symptoms; that be- 


ing therefore deter'd my ſelf, I would 
caution you againſt an over-forwardneſs, 
or till you are ſatisfy'd, the pretended 
Shiver was other than ſome nervous Ri- 
gour, the Heat a ſimple Exacerbation, 
the Sweat ſymptomatical, and the Re- 
ſpite aſhort and ſimple Remiſſion only. 


*I muſt acknowledge, under this Di- 
lemma I have been ſometimes concern'd, 
rave : that 
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* 
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that 1 have not comply'd with the Im- 


portunity of others, as to their Satisfac- 
tion, not my own, for giving this Re- 
medy; but I have been much oftener 


pleas d, that I did delay it, where quickly 


after I had reaſon to believe, it would 
have proved fatal to the Sick; and I think 


I may ſay, it has been ſeldom, if ever, 


that I repented on my own Part, not 
giving it till I was convinc'd by a ſe- 


. cond. Circuit of the Fever, that the Type 


was form'd to juſtify the ſame. 


As a farther Security to my Patient 


at ſuch Times, I always apply Bliſters, 


if there be room for them, or- thoſe 


lay'd on before have ccaſed their Diſ- 
charge; as behind the Ears extending to 
the ſides of the Neck, the Arms and 
Legs: the opening whereof will be a 
great Security to the nervous Syſtem in 
general, and to obviate the we egg 
thence ariſing. 


Among theſe ae. there i is none we 


more frequently meet with, or which 


carries with it a worſe Aſpect than that, 
181 2 1 even 
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even in the beginning, attended with a 
languid Pulſe, Oppreſſion in the Breaſt, 
and an Appearance of a faint Raſh like 
the Rubeolæ coming forth, and preſently 


retiring in again, a ferretty Eye, with a 


confuſed Aſpect, like one amazed: Soon 
after the Tongue grows black, and feels 
ſcabrous , yet without Thirſt; and in 


few Days more, the Patient falters in his 


Speech, a cruſty black Furr adheres to 
his Teeth, he makes a bilious, and ſome- 


times pale, Straw-colour'd Urine, takes 


no Notice of any Thing about him, but 
 lyes as it were in a neutral State, nei- 
"Me dead, nor ſcarce alive? 

In this Caſe, I have been ſometimes 
at a Stand, and doubtful what Method I 
ſhould take, by which my Paticntmight be 
leaſt endanger'd ; for tho'the dry Tongue, 
the furred Teeth, and the parched Fauces, 


give the Signal of great Heat within, and 


ſeem therefore to indicate a cooling Re- 


gimen; yet the low and creeping Pulſe, 
the chill and clammy Sweat about the 


Head and Face, the great Faintneſs and 
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auking⸗ of the Spirits, require n ng 
the warmer Medicines. 5 
Upon which Account, that may pro- | 


ceed with the greater Security, I uſually 


treat the Sick under ſuch: Prædicaments, 


as obſerve our beſt Writers upon that 


Subject, did the Peftilential: Neither 


with Theriaca, nor yet Mit hridatium, 


much leſs the Egg Electuary, and the 

ſerpentary Root : But the Cenſ Lujule 
and Lap. Contrayer. adding thereto at 
ſometimes a few Grains of Nitre, or when 
ſubject to Deliquium, Saffron, in a ſmall 
Draught of the ag. Lett. Alex. & The- 
riacalis, —— cum & yr. Limon. vel 
e Cort. Citri, or in place of this, I give 
35, or 24j. of Raleigbs Confect, with 
half as much of the Pulu. e chel. Canc. C. 
made into a Draught, with the ſame Cor- 
dial Waters, or a Bole with either of the 
Syrups, which 1 repeat once in 6 Hours, 
ſhifting the Epiſpaſtze from one Place to 


another, as the preceding are dry ing up. 


But alas! how few. under. theſe Cir- 


cumſtances can we Artriene either by 


this 
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Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
this or any other Regimen, in Compari- 
ſon of thoſe who. fink, a little farther 
Converſation with them who are thus 
ſeized, will convince you. 1 
There is indeed a great Overſt ight, of 
| which our common People are guilty, 
which is, that the Fever not burning out 
like the ſunguineous or inflammatory Spe- 
cies, they are leſs careful to keep from the 
cold Air, till their liſtleſsneſs to Action- 
inſenſibly, as it were, ſtealing upon them, 
they are unable longer to get abroad, yet 
will Rill be moving about Houſe, or ſit- 
ting by the Fire ſide, complaining they 
ate giddy, faint and ſick, for which ſome 
have inadvertently both purged and bled, 
in the uſual Form of their other Diſor- 
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ders; but think themſelves not bad e- 


nough to be confin'd to the Bed, or ſend 


for the Phyſician. 1 V 
Many Scores of thats: I have. _ 


afice ſeveral Days Illneſs, in their Cloaths 


crying out of extraordinary Faintneſs, 
with a ſcarce perceptible Pulſe, and that 


78 intermitting; when opening the 
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A Drscourss Let. 2. 
| Breaſt, 1 have diſcover a ſort of pale 
matdling in the Skin, or raſhy Appear- 
ance, by which, and the exceeding Lan- 
guor attending, the Cafe was' already 
become deſperate ; and the Medicines 
which at the firſt onſet, with timely tak- 
ing to the Bed, might have proved ſuc- 
ceſsful, are now ws, or to "INE" 255 
— this Eupen of we neryony Kine, 
belong the Rubeole, or the red circular 
Spots, inſtar Mor ſlum Pulicarum, faving 
that 'the mark of the Proboſcir, in tlie 
Center, is here wanting: They are ſome- 
times of a deep red, at others pale or 
pink colour d; alſo the May, the 
large Puſtulons and the Perechial: by 
theſe laſt you are to underſtand thoſe 
brown, wy and ſometimes livid'Spots, 
frequently complicate with the worft kind 
of the Small Pox', or attending other 
malignant Fevers; in which there appears a 
gangreneus Diſpoſition of the Blood, theſe 
are much leſs in their Circumference than 
oe Sanin, ſeldom exceeding that of 'a 


large 
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large Pin's head, the both lye eren with 
the Surface of the Skin 

Ass fot thoſe we call Chryſtallines, 1 ' F 

; do not take them ſo much for Harbin- 
gers ot Danger, 48 denoting 'A Lympha 


which is tenacious, and not fitted to per- 


ſpire, is datain d by the Cuticle, in its ex. 


etetory Ductus's ariſing from the ſudori- 


_ ferous Gland, or thoſe which compoſe 


fame in cold Weather, where a Perſon 


thruſting up his Sleeve ſuddenly, and ex- 


poſing his Atm to the ambient Air, re- 


preſent thoſe in a deplumd Fowl : So 


when by violent Exereiſe, of a more 
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than-uſual covering of Bed-Cloaths, the 


ſame: Perſon is thrown into a ſudden 


Sweat, the ſerous Humour ſtopt here- 
in, and unable by its Conſiſtence to paſs 


through, appears in theſe Hydatids or 
guttulæ Chryftalline, without any othet 


illSymprom, when they are by themſelves; 


tho' they are frequently interſpersd/ with 


: the miliary Eruptions, from which they 
ary” pa diſtinguiftrd by their diapha- 
+ £ | nous 


19CouURrSE Let. 2. 
nous or tranſlucid Appearance: Theſe 
laſt having ſmall red Baſes and white 
Heads, and which, like the Variolæ, un- 
dergoing their States of Crudity and Con- 
coction, the Matter being firſt ſerous, 
and then ripening, the Heads erumble 
off by the icaft touch of the Finger. 
Zetween the Miliary and the Small 
Pox, there is a ſort of intermediate Puſ- 
tule, attending frequently upon theſe ner- 
vous Feuers; and which denotes them to 
be Mali Mori. It keeps out for ſome 
Days, and then dyes away like the reſt, 
not diſappearing, and again returning, as 
does the marbly Appearance and Nubeola 
rotunda, from both which it differs, as 
it does indeed from the reſt, in a trou- 
bleſome itching; and wherever this Di- 
ſturbance goes along with an Eruption, 
excepting the Small Pox, I have obſerved 
there is leſs Danger, than where the Pa- 
tient is altogether inſenſible thereof. 

If we enquire now after the Nature, 
and Manner of theſe Eruptions, we ſhall 
Andes that as in ſome others of her Phe. 


nomena, 


Let: 2 Concerning PE VERS. 


nomena, FREY has kept theſe alſo as 


a Secret to her (elf, and all our Philo- 
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 ſophiſmg or Mechanifi ing either, is but poor 


ConjeQure, or jejune Argumentation. 


Whatever gives Riſe to them (as is 
very probable, ſome hidden Diatheſis in 


the Air rather than any of its obvious 


Qualities ) puts the Blood under ſome new 
change of Texture; at leaſt upon ſuch pe- 


culiar Efferveſcence, as that certain Parts 
or Portions thereof are diſpoſed to be 


thrown out by the Emunctories of the 


skin; where being detain'd by the Cuticle, 
according to their ſeveral Sizes and Diſ. 
poſitions, they form various Appearances, 
which is all we know of her Apparatus, 
for their Excluſion ; unleſs that we find 


them conſtantly ſpecificated to the fame | 


peculiar Fever, unto which they appertain. 


However, if you think your Judgment 
may be better inform'd by mechanical 


Solutions, take here an Explanation of 


one of our mathematical Phyſicians, Dr, 

Pitcairn? inthe following Words. 

in his Elements of Phyſick, p. 111. — 
"TJ Since 
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A Discourss Let. 2 
35 phe Blood'is a Fluid, endow d 
with many ſmall Parts, which can in 
« their perſpiring affect the Organs of 
Feeling, with a Senſe of Heat, the Rar 
* rifation, which always accompanies its 
encreaſed Velocity, will alſo excite 3 
greater Heat than ordinary, ſo as to be 
* troubleſome both to the Patient and 
* By-Ctanders : And if a ſmall part of 
the Blood only can ſqueeſe pyt to the 
Skin; then Puſtules or Spots axiſe, ge- 
nerally of a red Colour: By Raxifac 
tion and Quantity of Motion, the Se- 
rum is ſo attenuated, as to flow plen- 
« tifully out at the Pores; hence the 
* Fever terminates in Sweats; if the Pores 
+ arc more dilated, ſo as to receiye alſo 
c Particles. of Bile; then the Fever; will 
* be. ſolved in a Jaundice.” _ | 
| Thus you have the Mechaniſm. of che 
Heat, Sweats and cuticular Eruptions, at- 
tending Fevets. Whether the Philoſophy 
of another great Man in his Way, will 
be more wen og * lame Sub- 
ject, 


6 A Aa _iA 


vi his Opinion thus*. 


As to the Nature and 13 of 
Production of theſe Spots, we aſſert 


c in general, that all of them are the 


Production of the Blood and nervous 
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Juice, ſmitten as it were by the Ve- 


nom, and divided into grumous Parts, 
as it happens in its Circuit to be ſeiz d 
on by the ſame; for as much as the a- 
< nimal Spirits reſiding 3 in both Liquors, 
wt eſpecially the Blood, are no ſooner put 
to flight by ſome malign Aura, or pu- 

* trid Atoms but a Coagulation is in» 
< duced on the now diſpirited Liquors : 
* even as Milk growing ſour and curdled 
< by the admixtion of ſome acid Juice : 


Upon which Account certain Parts of 


£ 
the ſame thus alter'd by the ſaid Ve- 
6 


\ 


nom, ſeparate into Clots or Grumes, in 
© like manner as Blood extravaſate or let 


forth the Veſſels, ſoon turncth black, 


* when preſently the Motion of the reſt 
is hindrcd, not only in the Veſſels ad- 


9 © Willis de Feb, ch. 13. "© 
P 4 . Joyning, 
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« joyning, but alſo in the Heart it ſelf 3 
« and by reaſon of the putrid Fetment, 
other Parts are fill t to the _ 
Coagulum. : 
Now whatſocyer is thus turn'd i into 
grumous Clodders „ unleſs the ſame 
4 preſcarly be thrown forth, by giving 
* a check to the Circulation, muſt pre- 
© ſcntly cauſe Death; but being caſt out 
© to the Circumference of the Body, de- 
£ prived of all Spirits, and lodg'd in the 
© Interſtices of the Veſſels, or their An- 
« guſtie, it appears on the Surface per: 
fectly mortify'd, repreſenting Spots, as 
ſomerimes black, at others purple; or 
elſe having the Salt and Sulphur exalted 
by the malign and peſtiferous Ferment, 
it effects ſome new Production, and 
formeth Humours of divers Kinds.” 
Whilſt another ” acquaints us, that 
© the ſame Thing happens to the Maſs 
Jof Blood ar theſe Times, ' eſpecially at 
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Let. *. Concerning FE VERS. 
© the Anaftomuſis of the Veins and At- 

_. teries, which befalls a frozen River, 
< when the Froſt is broke; for as then 
© the Ice is melted by the kindly Heat 
of the Sun, ſo Nature being about r6 
© fet upon the Diſeaſe, by the Benefft of 
< the animal Fire, and innate Heat, cool- 
ing eſpecially after the State of the 
Diſeaſe, and burning no more ſo pre- 

ternaturally as before, melts the Blood, 


A 


0 thicken'd and made rough by the febrile 


0 Heart, in the Veins, and as it were con- 
© gealing becauſe of abundance of Salt 


＋ 1 
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in the Extremities 3 and as a Torrent 


E 
or River carries Fragments of Ice ra- 
c 


pidly down the Stream, ſo the Blood 


in the Veins throws off (mall Portions 
< of this preternaturally fixed Salt, which 
| are themſelves indeed the Spots, or at 

1 leaſt make them. Sed 


—— * . 
7 emperat 4 Riſu ?—— 


Charing theſe Speculations, as no Ways 


1 loftryitive , I come to the Regimen of 


theſe 
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A D1iscournss, Let. 2. 


" theſe Fevers, which as in the foregoing, | 
or the laſt I recited, muſt 'be mild and 
temperate, eſpecially i in the beginning, if 
not throughout; for where there is the 
dry or parchy Tongue, altho the Pulſe 
is low, and the Spirits languid, the * 


alſo bedew'd with a clammy Mador, 
never could perceive good from the * | 
and fiery Alexipharmicks : So that I have 
always prefer d the Conſe Lujul. with the 
Lap. Contrayer. adding ſometimes a lit. 
tle Crocus : or the Conf. Raleighane with 
the Pulv. e chel. C. C. to the Theriaca. 
Mithridatium. Serpent ar „ &c. tho at 
ſome times, where the Sick has complain” d 
rather of Cold than Heat, I have directed 
a Tincture of this laſt, drawn in Treacle 
Water, after the following Manner, to 


be siven by Spoonfuls 


N Rad. Serpentar. Vi Ig. 8. Cen- 
trayer. 5). Coccinel fj. 

Infunde in ag. Tberiacalis 3ui . Co 
laturæ addendo Syr. Cree */. f. 
Maxtura, ſs Capiat Gochl, tria Ba- 


lorum 


Let. 21 Concerning, FEE VERS. 


9 0 

. | | 
” "7 © * n 
# 1 


10 the ſame - Pu ole. as 1 aid before, 
1 allow. a Glaſs. of Wine ( miſtake me 
not, I do not {ay a Draught of the Aqua 
 frigida) in his Sweats. ; 

When I am call'd carly to theſe Fevers, 


and find the Sick complaining of a Nauſea, 


I immediately preſcribe a Vomit of the 
Indian Root, or Rad. Tpecocuhanng : Af. 
ter which, the Patient being put to Bed, 

a Bliſter is to be lay'd between his Shoul. 


| ders, not only for the Relief of his Head, 
but for the Security of his Nerves, from 


the malign Quality of the Fever. 

The Vomiting over, ſome temperate 
Alexipharmic is given him, ſuch as I 
have now mention d; or as the Pulſe 


ſhall dictate, together with the Temper 


in which 1 find him as to Heat or Chill: 


A day or two after OE diſcover the E. 


ruption, which perhaps kept out of ſight 
till now; but by the ſighing, low Pulſe, 


wa Faintneſs, and ſinking about the 
Heart, 
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A Düte Let. 2; 


Heart, to which the Patient points, I caſi ly 


preſage to what Species the Fever belongs: 


which difficult and interrupted manner 


of Reſpiration, with the Sickneſs and 


Languor, are the true Charackerſtics, and 


as it were pathagnomonical to an eruptive 


Fever, either Rubeolæ or Miliary, as the 
Cough, Sneezing and watery Eye to the 
Meaſles, or the Lumbago, Vomiting and 
Head-ach to the Small Pox; nor have 
I. unleſs rarely, been deceiv d in my Ex- 
pectation. 

On the third Day, if the Appearance 


| keeps up, or the Raſh holds freſh and 


red, the Patient ſeeming leſs oppreſt, I 
go on as before; but when J perceive it 
pale, faint and retroceding, I appoint 
two more Bliſters for the inſide of the 


Arms, above the Elbows; and the next 


Day, if no Sweat breaks out, but that 


his Skin is dry, as alſo his Tongue, his 
Eye red, or the Blood crowded in the 
Arteries thereof, (a very diſcouraging 


Symptom) two more behind his Ears, 


teaching to the ſides of his Neck. 1 alſo 
leech 


Let. 2. Concerning FE VERS. 


leech the Temples, and ſhave his Head; 


which, tho not pain d after the manner 
of a common Cephalalgy, yet I find him 
in great Confuſion, looking as it were 
hurryed, and muttering ſomewhat out 
of the way, like a Perſon in a Dream, tho 
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his Eyes are wide open, and he gets no 


reſt, lyes as it were ſtupid, and calls 
for nothing: At which Times, as I ſhall 


take notice preſently, I think I have 


known Benefit accrue from an Epiſpaſtic 


continued ſome Days upon the back part 
of the Head. 


And thus I go on with the ſame tem- 


perate Regimen, only varying the Form, 
as I ſee needful, and once at leaſt in 48 


Hours applying freſh Bliſters to ſeveral 


Parts, till I perceive ſome ſign of Con- 
coction in the Urine, and a critical Sweat 
appear; which continuing, gives a turn 
for the better, the Eruption all this while 
keeping out, and running its uſual Stage, 
according to the genins of the Feyer, 
from ſeven to fourteen, nay,” one and 
twenty Days, as the Fw will hold 


3 out, 


— 
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A Dis couxszE Let. 22 
out, and then drying away themſelves; 
nor am I alt this white ſolicitous about 


Stools, rather guarding againſt looſe ones: 


However if the Patient is vety hot and 
reſtleſs, with Head - ach accompanying, 1 


allow of Milk and Sugar to be thrown 


up as-a Clyſter, once in 3 or 4 Days; if 


the exceeding weakneſs of the vat Sous 
not contra-indicate. | 


About the Cloſe, when every v Thing 
ſeem'd to take a fatal Turn, you have fre- 
quently an Aphthe, which may be con- 
jectur d coming on, from the great Dry» 
neſs of all Parts ofthe Fuuces; but eſpe- 


cially, thofe more backward, attended 


with ſome Difficulty in. paſſing of his 
Liquors : When this proves white, and 
ſeparates kindly, after few Days, the Pa- 
tient has ſtill a good chance for an Eſcape : 
But if black, ſhining or glafly, ſpreading, 


_ farther over the Palate, too long durable; 


but ſuffer d, like Fruit duly ripened, to 


or if caſting off, returning again, __ 
Is little to be expected as to Recovery. 


This Thraſh is not to be meddled wich, 


fall 


Let. 2: Concerning FEVER Ss, 
fall off it ſelf; nor can I adviſe any Thing 
unlefs a little of the warm pectoral De- 
coction, to be thrown in at theſe Times: 
For Nature, who has found out the way 
of this particular Criſis, will, in her own 
Time, beft fit it for throwing off, which 
Art may poſlibly interrupt, by a too 
haſty Separation, from the Uſe of ma- 
rg, Gargariſms , or fix them fafter 

by reſtringent ones. 

As the Aphibæ, thus appearing of 2 
mild and tractable Diſpoſition, has ran- 
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ſom d many, ſo others, as I have already 


noted, after a deſperate Struggle of ſome 
Days; the Fever taking the Type of an 


Intermittent, have thereby eſcaped ; of 


: which; with the Method of its Exhibi- 
tion, and the time of taking off the fame, 

by the Cortex, Fhave already made men- 
tion. But when neither of theſe preſent, 
and that the Pulſe till flags, the Tremor 
encreaſes with Subſultus „the Tongue 


falters, he lets go his Urine, falls into a 


Coma, the Features ſink, as does the Sick 
| down in his Bed, he gathers up theCloaths, 
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picking them with his Fingers, his ex- 


treme Parts are cold, as are his Sweats: 
what Hopes remain? Or what can we 
preſcribe, that will avail? Yet even here 
you muſt not give him up as abſolutely 


loſt, how great ſoever may be the odds 


againſt him, for Reaſons with which you 


| ſhall be preſently acquainted. 


Theſe, Sir, are the Fevers which hana 
ravaged our City of London, through all 
the Quarters of the Year, for many of 


thoſe paſt. Theſe have been a ſort of 


ſtationary Fever with us, whatever Inter- 
currents have paſſed between : And, as I 
may ſay, Epidemical among us: Theſe 
like a milder Peſt have carry'd off great 
Numbers of our Inhabitants, inſomuch 
that not a quarter Part, who have been 


ſeized, whatever Management they un- 


derwent, have recover'd from the ſame; 


or if they have, (ex Luto quaſi Meliore for- 
mati) they have been indebted, as remark d 


above, to an Aphthe, or elſe the Fever 


of it ſelf, fortunately changing from a 


e to a Zulexic, and either gradually, i 


perſpi- 
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perſpiring off its Fomes, or coming to 
| intermit, has had its Ferment e 
by the Cortex. 8 
Nor truly can I ſay by way of Prog- 
noſtict, that I could ever gain much Aſſiſ- 
tance from Uroſcopy, at theſe Times, ſo 
as to form any certain Præſagium there- 
by ; for this at ſome times appears pale 
and crude; ſometimes wheyiſh, at others 
turbid ; often a promiſing Enzorema 
and as often a kindly Hypoſtaſis : Whilſt 
yet the Fever ſtill goes on the ſame. How 
frequently are we deceiv'd by an offer 
therein towards the lateritious Sediment, 
with the true reſemblance of a Paroxy/m, 
ſuch as the Chill, the Yawn, the Heat 
and Sweats? yet all ſuddenly going off, 
and in one . Night's time changed for 
the worſe, with Sub/ultus, Delirium, 
Spaſm, and the direful train of nervous 
Symptoms, preſently ſucceeding. 
So fickle are our curative Indications : 

So inſcrutable Nature in her Turns and 1 
Changes, who ſcarce leaves any Thing nn 
but the Pulſe to guide us, and that too, 5 it 
(tho' not ſo often) ſometimes fails us. 
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The next I intend to enk to, is the 
intermitting Fever, which I have differ- 


enced before, as primary and ſecondary : 


And this laſt I have already obſerved, 

where I took notice that by the ſame, 
was to be underſtood any of the conti- 
nent Kind, taking the Shape thereof, and 
admitting the ſame Cure, vig. the com- 
mon TFebrifuge. By the Primary, you are 
to underſtand what our Pcople call an 
Ague: A Diſtemper ſo well known, as 
to want no Deſcription ; tho'in its Cauſe, 


at leaſt its Appearances, and Returns with 
the Gnomon on the Dial to the ſame Hour, 


as intricate (if not more ſo) as the reſt. 

No wonder then that in the Ages of 
Ignorance and Superſtition, a Diſeaſe that 
carry'd ſo much reſemblance of Inchant- 
ment, ſhould be ſet upon by Charms and 
Incantations: Or that Phyſicians them- 
ſelves ſhould give into the ſame, as they 
did in others, where there ſeemed more 
of the G 7; or unaccountable: As the 
Epilepſy, which was named Morbus Di- 
vinus, al ſo Paſſio Facra, che Chorea Sancti 


Viti, 
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Viti, and the Plague, with ſundry others, 
undertaken the ſame way: Hence alſo 
the Riſe of Amulets, with the Pericar- 
pra, ſtill in uſe among ſome, and coun- 
tenanc'd by the Succeſs of Experiments 
luckily tim'd, the Diſeaſe going off at 
that juncture, or owing merely to the 
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force of Imagination impreſling the Spi- 


rits, and thereby giving ſuch ſurpriſing 
turn to the Humours, that many have 
been thus freed, inſenſibly as it were 
from theſe Diſtempers. | 

I need not tell you, what a Handle 
this has been made of late, to abuſe our 
credulous People, with Necklaces to haſten 
the cutting of their Children's Teeth, to- 
gether with a febrifuge Liquid, bound 
upon the carpal Artery, to remove all 
ſorts of Fevers, without other Medicines; 
Gout Stones to be carry'd in their Pockets, 
when the Vender has pickt the Money 
out; with others as ridiculous, our News 
Papers are daily full of; but in an Age 
of ſo much Light and new Difcovery, tis 
leſs admirable theſe Phenomena of Agues 
nt | . Mould 
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ſhould be mechanically ſolved, whether 
truly or not I will not ſay: but this I am 


ſure I may, that their Cure, by a lucky 
Diſcovery, is now more ſucceſsfully en- 
terprized than heretofore : When the 
Cauſe being placed in ſome certain Hu- 
mour of the Blood, as Phlegm, Choler, 
Melancholly, giving riſe to the diverſe 


Returns, vis. daily, every third or fourth, 


ſo much Time was taken up in prepar- 
ing the ſaid Humours, by ſome aperient 
Medicines, before they were fitted for 


Evacuation, by ſpeczfic Catharticks alſo, | 


as the Phlegmagogue, Cholagogue, and Me. 


lanagogue Draughts, or Apoſems: That 


the Sick was hereby miſerably harras d 
between his Diſtemper and his Doctor, 
and at length deſtroy'd; inſomuch that 
the intermitting Fever was in thoſe Days 
as truly an Opprobrium to the Phyſician, 
as the Gout in ours. And if the Patient 
was at length ſet free, as by the advance 
of the Spring Seaſon, the Strength of 
Nature, or otherwiſe, it was rather o w- 
ing to her, than the Undertaker. 


But 


A 


Let. 2. Concerning FEvERs. 
But now a word or two in the way 
of Explanation of the Symptoms of an 


Intermittent, which I ſhall give you firſt 


from one of our principal Mechanicians, 
Dr. Pitcairn, who in his Elements lays 
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down the following, founded upon Bel. 


lini's 20% Propoſetion in his Tract. de Feb. 


© The ſenſe of Cold in the attack of 


an Intermittent, muſt proceed either 
from the Obſtructions of the capil- 
_ © lary Veſſels, about the Extremitics of 
* the Body, or from the Blood's being 
too thick in thoſe Parts: But ſince the 


Pulſe is alſo low, or the Artery but 


<Q - 


weakly diſtended, the Blood muſt be 
leſs rarify'd ; whence that Obſtruction 
is neceſſarily from too great a thick- 
neſs of Blood : But when the Heat af- 
ter wards ariſes, the Lentor being waſhed 
out of the Arteries, into larger Veins, 
where there is more room for Rari- 


La) 


—_— 


and Lungs; and the Heat being per- 
ceived in the Parts neareſt the Heart, 


+, where the Velocity is greateſt, ſooner 
5112 Q ; 1 than 


faction, and from thence into the Heart 
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© than in the Extremities, and moſt re- 


< mote Parts: It is manifeſt that the Mo- 


tion and Rarifaction of the Blood is in- 
creaſed; whereby the obſtructing Viſ- 


eidities being broken, Sweat breaks out, 
and there is an end or a ee 


of the Fit. e 
But farther, as to the ſtated Returns, 
the Criticon tells us, that the febrile Mat- 


ter, which is put off thus periodically in 
different Individuals,” cannot be capable 


of equal Attenuation, in equal Times: 


Some requiring 4, others 10, others 20 


Days, before it is ripen'd, and comes to 


its ſtate of Excluſion, which holds true 


in continual Fevers: And ſince Agues 
are but repeated Fevers, requiring the 
ſame Space in the whole, tho interrupted, 
or at different Times, which Sydenham 


had formerly remark'd, and whence our 


Author has borrow'd the ſame; we may 


conclude the Blood's mixture ſo very he- 
terogenous, as to contain ſeveral Quan- 


tities of this Matter, each having its dif- 


ferent Degrees of Goheſion , altho of 


the 


1 Let. | 5 
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Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS, 
the ſame Species : One Parcel of which 


is already fit for Excluſion ; another not 


till to morrow at the ſame time or lon- 


ger: Hence the exactneſs of Turn, and 
the due diſtance of Fits: hence Tertians 


change into Quotidians at ſome times, 
and vice verſa: hence it is we often ſee 
6 or 7 Fits and no more: hence its lon- 


ger Duration from a greater Quantity 


of theſe unequal Coheſions, requiring 


exactly ſo many Circulaxions, before their 


Maturation: So that ſuppoſe a Perſon 


(taking in a little Algebra) ſeized with 


a Tertian, and that the Quantities of 
Matter be expreſt in the Letters follow- 
ing,a, b, c, d, s, f, g; let us ſuppoſe ( for 
we are ſtill in the way of Suppoſition) the 


Particle à to begin on Monday, then the 


Particle g will produce a Fit on the Ca- 
tur day ſev'n- night; if they are cur'd at 
, then g has required 15 days Matura- 


tion, and therefore muſt 4 too; hence it 


is we are often diforder'd for ſome days 
before Feyers and Agues. w 


IP 


w Criticon Febrium p. 83. 
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Again, ſaith he, ſome deny that there 


is an acid in the Blood, altho' the ſame 


is apparent to the Senſes, in ſeveral of 


the Humours ſecreted thence ; by which 
being coagulated, there ariſeth this ſenſe 
of cold in Horrors; and the Reaſon why 
it returns periodically, Dr. W/iltis will 


have owing to a certain quantity of the 


depraved Juices, neceſſary to produce a 
Paroxyfm ; and that ſuch quantity is ga- 
ther'd at a ſtated Time, according to the 
genius of the Intermittent, as in one 
Day, two or three. 
The laſt Opinion I ſhall quote here, 
rclating to the regular Returns of theſe 


Fevers, ſhall be that of Helvetius *, who 


* placing the cauſe of Fevers in gene- 
* ral, as we have formerly obſerved in 


the /ymphatic Juice, clogd with ſome 


K 


foreign Humours, which flowing into 


N 


* ter to mix with the Blood: Firſt, thick- 
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the Veſſels of the prime vie, come af. 


: ning 


| 
| 
b 
1 
F 
f 
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c ning it by Means of that Sourneſs and 


< .Crudity they bring along with them; 


by which its fermentative Motion is a- 


© bated, and conſequently the Heat of 
© the Parts, with the Strength of the 


A 


Pulſe ; thence ſucceeds theColdneſs with 


a BB 
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tion to their Quantity : This is what 


ban 


* 
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prog have boiled for ſome time, 


and have no longer a Diſpoſition to 


* ferment together, the Juices ceaſe to 
© be agitated, their Tumult is quieted, 
< and their natural State returns. During 


F tho hin theſe indigeſted Hu- 
= e . 


owneſs thereof, ſhivering, yawning 
with other Symptoms, which go be- 
fore the Paroxyſin of an intermitting 
Fever. This is the State which is called 
the cold Fit; at this time the Humours 
in the Blood cannot long circulate, but 
they muſt diſſolve and meet with a 
number of Particles diſpoſed to fer- 
© ment : They therefore cauſe a Fermen- 
tation, whoſe briskneſs is in propor- 


kindles the Fever and renders it more 
or leſs burning: And when all theſe 
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© mours, which were intangled in a thick 

« - Lympha, and detain'd in the lymphatic | 

« Veſſels, do not ſufficiently partake 'of | 

the general Motion of all the Fluids; f 

ſo that what paſſes in the Blood, is not 

able to diſſolve them, they requiring 
a fixed and limited time for their Di- 
geſtion and Diſſolution: And this is 
what makes the Dye of intermitting 
Fe vers ſo regular; ſo that the difference 
between the continual and intermitting 
Fever, conſiſts in this (iF we may credit 
this French Author) that in the firſt, 
the Humours are thinner and more diſ- 
ingaged than in the laſt, hence thoſe con- 

< tinue to diſingage themſelves without 

* Interruption; whilſt theſe cannot, unleſs 
© at ſtated Times or regular Periods.” 
What ſort of Mechaniſin, or what Phi- 
loſophy, we have here, to ſolve the Phe- 
 nomena of intermitting Fevers or Agues, 
I ſhall leave you to judge: Whilſt on 
my own part, notwithſtanding all that 
has been here recited, I muſt ſtill believe 
the ſame one of Nature's Arcana, or hidden 
ER | Myſte- 
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Myſteries : Nor do I conceive it of great 
moment to pry farther thereinto , ſince 
a kind Providence has directed us to an 
Antidote ſpecifical, if any thing can de- 


ſerve the Name; or by which the Diſ. 
eaſe is ſubdued, as we ſay, at once; 


the manner of whoſe Exhibition has 


been ſo well deliverd by Sydenham and 
others, and ſo continually in Uſe among 
us, that I may doubtleſs ſave my ſelf the 


trouble of more Words about it. I am 


ſure no Theory nor Hypotheſis, either 
Phyſical or Mechanical, gave the firſt 


hint of this divine Remedy, which was 


found out merely by Obſervation; and 


from repeated Tryal, brought into Prac- 
tice: And after the ſame is once diſco- 


ver'd, we then go upon ſolving Problems. 
Thus according to one of theſe, Yr hat. 


ever hinders Coagulation of the Blood, 


will cure theſe 'Fevers; and if you bleed 
upon the Cortex, the Blood will keep its 


Fluidity : TOE like ave th C ab. 5 Eyes, Sal 
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Abſynth. & Armon. which hinder the 
Blood s Coagulation. Yet theſe, I fear, un- 
leſs very rarely, ſtop the Fits of the ſame 
Fever; but if by their property of pre- 
ſerving the Fluidity of the Blood, this 
Alteration is effected, how comes it that 
Alum, of which this Gent. makes men- 
tion, among ſome other Febrifuges, ſo 
frequently produces the like? Whence 
others have, with more Reaſon, taken up 
a perſuaſion, that the Cure is here brought 
about by its power of conſtipating, or 
locking up the Ferment, that gives 
Riſe thereto ; and this is doubtleſs very 
plain to our daily Obſervation, that we 
have not a more noble Iſchæma, or blood 
Stauncher, where the ſame ariſes _ 
any inward Breach of the Veſſel, | 
ſweating through by Reaſon of its Ao 
mony and Tenuity, eſpecially if attended 
with a feveriſh Heat, than this of the 
Cortex : So vain and precarious are moſt 
of our Typorheſes ; ſo diverſe and diſa. 
greeable our Argumentation about ſome 
— APPCarances 3 from which we 
5 may 


E p10 mean 
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may obtain indeed this Satisfaction, 
that both the Nature or real Eſſence of 

moſt Diſeaſes, as well as the manner of 
the Operation of Medicines, or the Re- 
medies which ſubdue them, are hidden 
from us: And that we ought to be ex- 
ceeding cautious, left in attempting the 
Solution of ſuch Problems, as Nature her 
felf has not ſufficiently diſcoverd to us, 
we do not lay our own Ignorance open, 
inſtead of her Tranſactions. | 
This one Thing however let me far- 
ther adviſe, with reſpect to the Bark, 
that before you give it, the Stomach be 
well cleanſed off its ſlimy Contents, by 
a Vomit, the Morning or Evening be- 
fore the Fit; and indeed I think it were 
7 much to be wiſhed, that we were Maſters 

| of ſome Preparation thereof, that might 
| conceal it from the Knowledge of the 
* Patient, and render it more facile 

| to be taken by ſome of theſe. As no 
ſmall Advantage might accrue hereby to 
5 Pharmacy, ſo likewiſe to certain preju- 
diced People, who are to 1 cheated in- 
= 8 "0 
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to Health, and will by no Means admit 
of it knowingly, altho' we cannot other- 
ways help them. | 

The Infuſions or Tinctures and ee 
tions thereof, I have try'd often, but I 
cannot ſay with that Certainty and De- 
pendance, as when taken in the Subſtance. 
I have ſeen alſo an Extract here in 
Town, that has anſwer'd much better 
than cither of the former ; but it is dif- 
ficult to hit rightly, or preſerve a duc 


Conſiſtence, with full Energy; being ſo 


apt to grow dry and reſinous, and to 
crumble, unleſs moiſten'd with Spitit of 


Wine, ſo as to form it into Pills. 
Some put a large Quantity, as 2 or 3 


pound of the beſt Bark groſly powder'd, 


into a ſuitable one of reQify'd Spirit: 


Which having placed in Balneo, the re- 
ſinous Parts are then diſſolved, and a 


deep rubicund Tincture drawn; after 
which the Fæces are boiled in a watery 
Menſtruum, to get forth its ſtiptic Parts, 
which being ſtrongly expreſt, and the 
el part of the Spitit drawn off, in 


4 order = 


88 —̃ Cor COT 
4 DE — un Re F 4 3 Mar 1 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS, 


order to preſerve the ſame for the like 


or other Purpoſes, the remaining Tinc- 
ture is mix'd with this Expreſſion, and 


gradually evaporated to an Extract, a 
Scruple of which in 3 Pills, or half a 
Dram at moſt in 4, for grown Perſons; 


with half this Quantity for Children, has 


anſwer'd double the lame of the Pow- 


ö 
der. 
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Whether the Magma calcin'd, would 


afford any Quantity of fix d Salt, I know 


not, never ſeeing it try'd; but if it would, 


and were added to the Extract, as in 


Raleigh's Confection, it would, if no o- 
therwiſe, certainly contribute to keep it 


from growing hard, and ſo very brittle. 
Of near Reſemblance to the forego- 


ing, or much the ſame, is this enſuing 


Recipe from Dr. Pitcairn, which he terms 
a French Preparation thereof: And gives 
from 36 to Zi. 4 Doſes, in the interval 
of the Paroxyſm : Having once or oft- 
ner vomited the Patient, before the Ex- 
hibition thereof. 
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* Cort. Peru aß modo puly, thy. 
Indatur Matracio, & affunde Spir. 
Vini \bij. Sit vas tertia parte va- 
cuum, quod ſæpius debet agitari. 
Stet bene clauſum in Arena mode. 
rate calida, frequenter, ut dictum eſt, 
concutiends : & cum Spiritus pur- 
pureum Colorem acquiſiverit (Signum 
Solutionis partium Corticis reſinoſa- 
rum) augeatur Calor, adhuc conti- 
nuando donec Menſtruum plene ſa- 
turatum eſt : dein frigeſcat vas, &. 

colatur Tinctura bis terve per pan- 


num lineum, fortiter exprimendo, & 


infunde Colaturam in phialam alte- 
ram. Indatur reſiduum in Matra- 
cium, & iterum colloca ſuper Are- 
nam calidam, tunc affunde Vini Cal. 
lici bij, & concute ut antea: cum 
tam Colore quam Sapore, apparet 
Salinas partes Corticis abſurberi, 
coletur ut prius. Miſceantur liquores, 
& una indantur vitreo Cucurbito ſu- 
per Calorem pn evaporen- 
* 
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tur, dum partes reſmoſze lareribus vaſ. 

culi adherentes, removentur, ut in 

Fundum ſubſideant ; & tandem cum 

pars major humiditatis hot modo ſit 

abſumpta, infunde reſiduam in vi- 
treum vuſem, ſuper Arenam ponendo, 

& addendo 319. Hr. e ſucco Chermes, 
leni agitatione & Calore evapore- 
Fur reliqua pars humiditatis al Con- 
tentiam on Hence. 


'To each Doſe of this Extract, of each 
other, if a Diarrhea happens, may be 
added half a Grain or a Grain of the Ex- 
tract. Thebaic. _ 

A thin Extract alſo of Gentian Root 

wich Chamomile Flowers, he ſays, may 
be ſubſtituted in the Place of the forc- 
going, where that - ſucceeds not; or this 
Mixture of Dekkers, cry'd up by ſome. 


e Cort. Lign. Guaj. Fraxin. ana 8. 
Extr. Rad. Angel. Gentian. Anti- 
mon. Diaphoret. ſal. Vol. Armon. 
ana Di. Myrrh. Dij. n. V. fry 
ode Chartulas. | 
0 R _ 
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The following from Fuller, I have 


known ſometimes take Place, when the 
Bark has been ineffectual. 


R Sal. Abfrnth. 36. 7 Dia 
phoret. 3j. for. Chamomel. 3 75. m. F. 
pulvis in totidem (viz.) octo Chartas. 


Bates has another, which he calls Fe- 
brifugus certus, vide Pharm. Bat. 
The Empirical Cure is this, which has 


often anſwer d, and was a great Secret 
with Dr. n. 


R  Alaminis Dj. Nuc. Moſe. pulv. ij. 
Sacchar. Is. m. f. Puluis dandus 
 quarta quaque hora cum quolibet Ve. 

Hiculo in intervallo Paroxyſmi, 5 
mitorio nene 3 


| To the Intermittent appertains an 
Anomalous one, frequently obſerved in 
thoſe Seaſons, where the Genius of the 
ſtationary Fever inclines that way, or 
becomes Epidemical, which it muſt ſurely 
have 
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ton pen'd his Obſervations. 


It is called Anomalous, not for its ir. 
regular Returns, but its appearance like 


a Counterfeit, under the ſhape of ſome o- 


have been about the time when Dr. Mor- | 


ther Diſeaſe, as Head-ach, Pain in the Side, 


Cholick, Cholera,Nephritic Illneſs : Nay, 


even a Tooth-achand Ophthalmy, which 


I have ſeen ſeveral Times coming perio- 
dically, and miſerably afflicting the Pa- 
tient for many Hours, then leaving him 
till the next return: So that indeed in 
every Illneſs afflicting the Body at ſtated 


Periods or Intervals, altho' the uſual Symp- 


toms of Shivering, Heat, or Sweats, do 
not appear, this Remedy ought to be 
tryed, and rarely fails, eſpecially where 


the Urine, by its brick-duſt Sediment, 


betrays this Proteus like Enemy, or con- 


ceal'd Ferment, to be got into the Blood: 


And ſurely thoſe Practitioners know very 


little of this Drug, who uſe the ſame 


no otherwiſe than as a Febrifuge for A 
and intermitting Fevers: Since ther 
n a Wetter Remedy ta be met 


unt 
1 0 R 2 for 
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for giving a Springineſs or new Life, as 
it were, to the feeble and impoveriſh'd 
ſtate of the Blood, to bind up its lax 
Texture, and ſecure it from breaking 
forth its Boundaries, when by its Heat 
and Acrimony (as we have remark'd be- 
fore) it is liable thereunto: Nor in hy- 
fterical and hypochondriacal Cafes,when a 
Conſtitution has been ſhatterd by ſome 
abronical Illneſs, whereby both Solids and 
Fluids have been much weaken'd in their 
Tone, have we a more noble corrobo- 
rative or reſtorative Medicine, than the 
Bark, given in proper Quantitics, and at 
due diftances of Time. 

This farther I would alſo have you 
take Notice of, as you may of Opium, Vis. 
where there is a proper Indication for 
them, there is hardly any thing to con- 

tra · indicate their Uſe. 

Thus as no Man in his Senſes 0910 | 
venture an aſthmatic or a phthifical Per- 
fon, at other Times, with a Grain of 


Opium, or a Dram of the Cortex, by rea- 
{on of their . or incraſſating 
Qualitics : : 


e 


nnn ee 
* * PP I Tg 


by the way.. | 
Ihe laſt of the Fevers ſhall ny upon, 
ſhall be the Hectick, which the beſt Wri- 
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be ditected, ſo to put by the Paroxyſim 


of a regular Imermittent, we may alſo 
ſafely adminiſter the latter. "This _—_ 


6 — 


ter upon that Subject, Dr. Moreton *, has 
diſtinguiſh'd as original and ſymptomati- 


cal: The firſt of theſe he tells us is alſo 
divided into two, an Hir trophy and a Con- 


ſumption of the Lungs. 


But whoever rightly conſiders, will find 


few Inſtances of this Diſtemper, which 
are not ſome way ſymptomatical, or that 


' Qualities : Let in 4 very extreme Cho. 
lick, or other Spaſm, as the former muſt 
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take not their Riſe from ſome preceding 


Illnefs. 
Thus An 2 Tubetele, one or more, 


through Obſtruction of ſome excretory 


Ducts, formed in the veſiculous Sabſtance 


of the Lungs, increaſes and begets a diffi- 
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culty in breathing, / which after a while 
inflaming, a Jy mptomatic Fever is, oc- 
caſion d, till at len gth impoſtumating, 


the Blood being tainted or imbued with 
cerxtain purulent Particles in its Paſſage 


a putrid Fever acced es to the Koln 
matory, with all the dire Train of Symp- 


toms following, and gives riſe to this 


particular Denamination of a Conſump- 
tion of the Lunge: becauſe that is the 
Organ where the Malady began z but if 
the lite Apoſteme, whether, by Stones 
or Inflammation otherwiſe ſtirred up, 
is formed in the, Kidney, , a Oaſe very 
common, therę is ſurely as much Rea- 
ſon to term this a Conſumption of that 
Part z, or ſuppoſe. in any other, Vi cus, 
than Which nothing more ſo, and attend- 
ed with the like miſchievous Symptoms, 
as. polluting the Blood, : kindling a Flame 
therein, &c, "Why, I ay, may not theſe, 
by the Jame Right, be named Conſump- 
tions'of the ſeveral Bowels where the 
Abſceſs is firſt form'd, and by which the 
mood and nervous Fluid are in like 
12 1 Manner 
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Manner vitiated and renderd unfit to 
be aſſimulated in the Way of Nutrition, 
or ſupply of the daily Waſte upon the 
Parts? 

Iown the Ame Wy thin Lungs, 
being the moſt common on the Account 
of its ſpongy and lax Texture, liable to 
be ſtufft with fuliginous Recrements, 
and foreign Corpuſcles drawn in with 
the Air, and a Breach in its Subſtance, 
through the conſtant Motion in Reſpi- 
ration, hardly, if ever, conſolidated: 

This, I ſay therefore, in the Way of Em. 
phaſis, is call'd a Conſumption, and that 
original, tho no more ſo, than thoſe 
from Abſceſſes elſewhere, which take 
their Riſe from ſome other Diſtempers 
going before; ſuch as the Scrofula or 


Struma, the Scurvy or other ſaline Di 


craſ in the Juices of the Blood, inter- 
nal Hæmorrhages from a Solution of 
Continuity in ſome of the Parts, by 


which the Veſſels are laid open; the 


Lues Venerea, Fiſtulas, the Conſequenee 
of ſome inward. eee Which 
R 4 Cannot 
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cannot be healed, nor with Safety laid 


open; Cachexys or Chloroſes, with hat- 
ever heaps up Obſtructions in the Me 
ſentery, whereby the chylous Liquor is 
cither ſoured, imercepted, or worked up, 
by Means thereof, into a putrid and pre- 
cernatyral Efferveſrence, deſtroying the 
Balſam of the Blood, and kindling this 
particular Fever, which being flow and 
lingering, the Patient is often deluded 


with vain Hopes of his Recovery, when 


his Caſe, to the diſcerning pcm; 


| truly hopeleſs and incurable. | 


by the Parts below are deprived of the 


The nervous Atrophy takes its Riſe 
more particularly from ſome Defe& in 
the Fluid of the Nerves; for as this, to- 
gether with that of the Blood, ſeem to 
contribute to the Motion of the Body, 


as is manifeſt by the Ligature made up- 


on the great Artery, by which the Paſ- 


ſage thercof is hinderd do the Limbs, 
as well as on thoſe of the Nerves, where- 


fame, ſo both ſurely have their Share 
in its Nonriſmment; and as the latter, pol- 
9 2 | mee 


i 
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luted ſome how, or vitiated in its Craſfs, 
gives riſe to the heQical Diſorders of 
which we are now- ſpeaking, and have 


already enumerated ; ſo the firſt, after 
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a more peculiar Manner, is concerned 


in thoſe we call Conſumptions of the 
Nerves, or ner ous Atrophys, derived 
from the Greek, ex aparticula privativa, 
Or roi 
ment, the Diſtinction between which 
two is ſo abſolutely neceſſary, that un- 
leſs he obſerves the ſame, no Man can 
direct a proper Regimen for the Cure, 


& nutrio, i. e. without Nouriſn- 


which is, at leaſt ought to be, as diffe- 


rent as that of the JO and 7 ner- 
vous Fever. 


For as the e ſo cal I'd, of 7 


the Lungs, and others, proceeding from 


Inflammation or Abſteſs, which lay this 


Foundation for what we call a Heffick, 


fixing upon the Habit of the Body in 


general; as theſe, 1 ſay, require the moſt 
temperate, humecting, refrigerating and 
edulcorating Remedies, to ſoften the 


arcrid IO and extinguiſh this pre- 


datory 
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* Fire kindled therein; ſuch, for 
Inſtance, as the Sarſa and China De. 
coctions, the Abſorbentia, with the Aſs's 
Mill, Almond Emulſions, and the Mil 
Diet in general: So the ger vous, in 


than Heat, calls for a warmer Method, 


as Chalybeats and Bitters, to comfort 


and fortify the Digeſtion, and mend the 


Appetite; which being, as it were, palld, 


is neither craving for Food, nor able to 
concoct rightly, what is receiv'd. Hence 
in general the Atraphia Partium is a 
Conſequence of the Atonia Nervorum,. 
and the Maraſiuus enſuing theſe Con- 


ſumptions, owing, as I ſaid but now, ra- 


ther to ſome Fault in the nervous, than 


ſangutneous Fluid, taking its Reginning 
oftentimes from Grief, Melancholy, or 


ſome other Paſſion, without, a Treſpaſs 
in the other Nqnnaturals ; ſo that after 
all, it may be made a Queſtion, whether 
we have any. Conſumptions original, 
unleſs the hereditary, or thoſe which 


: Bor. the Parent are impreſt on thę 


o Prima 
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Prima Stamina Vite, in the C Off ring 
Ferus. - 1 718 J 1d. 8 

From both, however bb fan- f 
guineous or nervous Conſumptions, we 
may, in the Way of e make this 
Gli: Part of the 7 — G — 
ſtroyd thereby, the moſt thin and mea- 
ger. Perſon having the ſame Number of 
Muſcles and Membranes as the corpu- 
lent, not a ſingle. Fibre, unleſs. in the 
Caſe of Ulcers, either external or in- 
ternal, deſtroy'd, all which is loſt ia 
Weight being the Parenchyma fo. call'd, 
made up of divers Liquors, lodg'd in 
their ſeveral Veſicles or Cells, together 
With the Fluids paſſing in their proper 
Pipes: Theſe, 1 ſay, which like a To- 
mentum or Stuffing, give bulk as well 
to the Muſcles, as to the Viſcera, and : 
| other the: contain d Parts, now waſted, 
| dry d up, or drain d away, their mem- 
branous Encloſures coincide, as do the 
Le efcule. themſelves, leaving little other 
than dyy Sinz and Fibres; a plain Indi- 
aire} | TY Fation, 
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| cation, ſurely, that the whole Body, ex- 
cepting the more ſtable Parts, the Bones, 
is really vaſcular, and that the Cure of 
a Phifes, or, indeed, every Conſumprion, 
taking the Word in its greateſt Latitude, 
or vulgar Acceptation, is only by a ſap- 
ply of freſh Juices to reeruit or fill up 
theſe Veficule, and repair the Waſte, if 
we knew which Way the ſame might be 
accompliſhd; and this poſſibly contains 
as much of the uſeful Mechaniſm] as 
is neceſſary we 9 7 ge by acquainted 
with. 
We have had müaliy Teiles of late 
publiſh'd upon this Topic of Conſump- 
tions, with what View, in Regard either 
to public or private Gain, let the Per- 
formances ſpeak for themſelves : The 
old Knight's, as are all, I ſuppoſe, he now 
intends, being written for the Uſe of the 
Gentlewomen and Country Divines (par- 
don my Miſtake in ſetting the Ladies 
firſt) muſt ſurely turn to a public Good; 
but you know, Doctor, as well as my elf, 
that it has been too much in Uſe for 
a fore 
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particular, which yet, to render as uſe- 
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ſome of much Leiſure or little Buſineſs, 


to ſingle out a popular Diſtemper, on 


which to harangue, no Matter how, in 
| Expectation that the Sick of ſuch Dif 


eaſe may be thereby allur'd to con- 


ſult them; the Title Page of which be- 


ing often advertis d, ſupplies the Place of 
a Quack-Bill : But ſince I underſtand this 


particular one of the Conſumption has 
been lately handled by a Mechanician, 
and all the ſeveral Gradations thereof, 


cxplain'd by Nextonian Principles, Iwill 


hope at leaſt we may live to ſee this cruel 


Article left out of our Weekly ones, 


by which certainly more Honour will re- 
dound to our new Mzchrocoſmeter, as 
well as Emolument to the whole King- 
dom, than has ever happen'd ſince the 


Foundation of Coos, renowned for the 


Births of thoſe two great Men in their 


Profeſſions, Hippocrates and Apelles. 


I ſhall now take the Liberty to break: — 


off the Thread of my Diſcourſe con- 


cerning Fevers, either in general or 


ful 
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thoſe common Evacuations, practis d in 
their Cure, and taken from the Method 


which Nature has been obſerwd to uſe 


her ſelf, as I find them ſummd up by 
Dr. Freind *, in the Manner following. 


The Evacutions, ſaith he, which H. 7% 


pocrates obſerv'd to fall out among thoſe 
he attended under Feuers, were theſe 
following, Bleeding, Sweating, Vomit - 
ing. Abſceſs, Spitting, Stools, and Urine. 


Theſe are ſet down as Marks for our 
Imitation, whereby. to relieve Nature 


oppreſsd, in ſuch Way as ſhe ſeems to 
have indicated herſelf. 1+ 
As to the firſt, by what Part foever, 


if the Eruption of the Blood be critical, 


as ſometimes falls out, we are hereby 


encouraged in Fevers, eſpecially of the 


inflammatory Species, to draw off the 
ſame in ſuch Quantity as the Patient's 
Strength will allow, and indeed in 
Cales of Repletion, or where there bs 


* * Comment. de Pcbribed 
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ful as I can, I would not, methinks, 
leave without ſome farther Hints as to 
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Plet hora either general or particular, by 
which the Veſſels are diſtended from the 


Quantity or Rarifaction of the circu- 


lating Fluid, what can be the Remedy, 


unleſs Depletion of the ſame, or Ina- 


xition, to ſuch a Degree as the Pulſe 


directs, which at the Beginning of the Sei- 


ſure, whilſt this is ſtrong and high, may be 


done with Safety; or if ſeemingly depreſt 
from Fullneſs of the ſaid Veſſels, at this 


Time with as great Security and Advan- 
tage, of which before. 


As to the Manner or Way, whether | 


derivative, i. e. drawing more towards 
the Parts affected, or revul/zve, i. e. call- 
ing off the ſame by one directly con- 


trary, or oppoſite: the Nature of the 


Complaint, and the Part grieved thereby, 


will beſt demonſtrate; about which, 
alſo, I would adviſe you ſhould look 


over our Author's ſecond Commentary 
already refer d to. 


The French, and ſome other Foxcign- 


| ers, in almoſt all the cephalic Diſorders, 
practiſe this Revulji fon, by opening, the 


3 | Veins | 


190 A Discovnse Let. 1. 
45 Veins of the Feet, which is rare with 
us, eſpecially in Men, we tather' chooC 
ing the Derivative at ſuch Times, as 
by thoſe of the Neck; ot content our 
ſelves with the general Depletion from 
the Arm, the Circulation of the Blood 
rendring theſe Diſputes about the Elec- 
tion of the Vein lefs momentous. | 
The fecond Evacuation taketi Notice 
of by Hippoc. as the Criſis of Fevers, is 
that of Sweat; but then you muſt ob- 
ferve they were thofe of Nature's own 
- raiſing; and whether theſe put a final 
Concluſion to the Diſeaſe, or appear'd 
only at its going off, is not obſerved ; 
but whether ſo or not, tis plain, ac- 
cording ro our learned Commentator , 
that in the Greek Hippocrates there is 
no Mention of any Sudoysfic Medicine, 
and in the Latin one, falfly akcrived” to 
him, only once. | 
With great Vehemency, therefore, 
does this Gentleman, in his ninth Com- 
ment. exclaim againſt them, as fit only 
for Ruacks and * to make theit 
boaſt 
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boaſt of, together with the practiſing 


Gentlewomen in the Country, or the 
underſtanding Nurſes here in Town: 


And altho' I cannot come entirely into 


the Opinion of this worthy Man, as to 


ſome Particulars about this Matter; yet 
I want no Arguments to perſuade me, 
that the common Method of forcing 
out Sweats, by their boaſted  Diapho- 
retics or fiery. Alexipharmics, in the 


Beginning of Fevers, putting the Pati- 


ent, as. it were, into a hot Preſs, under 


an unuſual Weight of Bed-cloaths, has 


been highly deſtructive; and I cannot 
chooſe but admire that any one related 
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to the Profeſſion, ſhould give into this 


vile Cuſtom, which tho' not in ſo great 


Degree, ſince the Time of Sydenham, 
yet (till, as the ſame Perſon obſerves, too 
much prevails among us: For if the 
Cofta non cruda, mention'd by Hippo- 


crates, are the Humors only fitted for 


Diſcharge, how can we think that Na- 
ture, who is tenderly to be led on, and 


not driven by any Means, can at the 
S firſt 


„A DiscCounsns Let. 2. 
firſt Diſpute with her Enemy, have made 
room for his Expulſion? Or what is this 
but taking the Work by Force out of 
her Hand, and (putting her by the Way 
ſhe was taking to. ſave) to a the 
Sick? 

Do we not generally find that all theſe 
haſty Sweats are ſpmptomatical, ſeldom 
leſſening the Fomes of the Diſeaſe, but 
encreaſing the ſame? Or what do we 
hereby, but quicken the Motion and 
Heat of the Blood, driving it with great- 
er Force to the Head, and exciting either 
Coma, Vie, or Delirium? 

Let me therefore importune you, in 
the Beginning of the Fever, not to med- 
dle with any Sudoriſic, unleſs a Draught 
of warm Sack- Whey, or other diluting 
Liquor, nor to ſuffer more Cloaths up- 

on the Patient than he has been accuſ- 
tom'd to; neither yet to adminiſter (which 
for Form ſake muſt be comply'd with) 
any Medicine but the foreſaid Pulv. e 
Chel. Canc. c. the Conf. Lujulæ with 
Niter, eſpecially in a ſanguineous or in- 
famnatory 
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| fammatary Fey” t, under the Notion of 
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Alexipharmics, or Sudorifics either, and 


then wait for Nature's, or the critical 


Sweats, which breaking out about the 


Time of the Urine's Separation, may 


bring good Tidings with them. 

It muſt be yet granted, to find the 
Patient with an agreeable Damp, or a 
moderate Breathing, through the whole 
Courſe of a Fever, is more eligible than 


the dry Skin, with great Heat and 


Burning, unleſs under a Paraxyſim, be- 
fore the Sweat breaks out ; ſince it is 


very manifeſt that nothing can go well 


at theſe Times with ſuch a Temper : So 
that notwithſtanding I am as much an 
Enemy to the hot and fiery Alexiphar- 


zRics, or the Diaphoretics, fo called, as 


the Doctor can be; yet I muſt differ from 
him in this, of thinking it ſo rare for 
Fevers to be determin'd by Sweats only; 
being perſuaded in my ſelf, that the 
greater Part by far have had no other 
perceptible Criſis, than that of the ſen- 
ſble Perſpiration, or that the ſame ex- 
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ceeds all other Evacuations, whether by 
Bleeding, Vomit, Abſceſs, Spitting, Stools, 
or Urine, here mention'd by Hippo- 
crates, put together in the Computa- 
tion: Nor can 1 find the Doctor him- 
ſelf, after all he has ſaid ſo rigorous, 
as utterly to reject the more mild and 
temperate Remedies, now in requeſt 
with us, under ſuch Denomination, as 
you may perceive by his own Words. 

Nollem hæc que hattenus dicta ſunt, ita 
accept, quaſi nulla in Febribus curandis 
Remedia, que Sudores eliciant ſuaderem : 
Etenim que mediæ materiæ ſunt, & tem- 
perata habentur, multo cum Emolumento 
adhiberi & poſſe & debere, haud infictar. 
Iſta de quibus antea dictum eſt (nimirum 
Rad. Serpentar. Sal. C. C. & familia) 
cum utrinque a Mediocritate nimium ab- 
ſint, tanquam plane pernicioſa, ex Me- 
dentis ſupellectile, penitus rejicienda 
fannt. 


n = 8 
2 1 
—— — — 


2 
. Ca 
n 
- 


— : oe nent don ft 5: 5, > Sr 
— = —_— — — ans — — KS > * 4 — 

- — — 0 _ = — — — - 

* DT ASSETS —_ % — — — ——. — — 2 — 
— — — — — 9 — ee” 
5 = 2 1 — Ge - Bs; a _ . 9 . oe mo 4 2 
NE ————A=ͤ ca pete r 

* 


b Vid. Comment. 3. 
And 


1 
i 


ad 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 


And what can be more natural to 
conceive, than that a Diſcaſe, which has 


evidently proceeded from a Stoppage of 
the Pores, ſhould, when Nature her 


ſelf has prepared the Humors in order 
thereunto, be carried off by the ſame 
Paſſages, or ſetting thoſe Pores open 
again, eſpecially if the Work can be ac- 


compliſh'd by Means which do not diſ- 


turb or over-heat the Blood, and is at- 
tempted at ſuch Times, as ſhe her ſelf 
does indicate! | 

The third of the Evacuations obſerv'd, 


as determining Fevers, among the Pa- 
tients of Hippocrates, was that by Vo- 


miting ; yet this I think is ſeldom the 


Caſe with us, in Compariſon of the fore 


going by Sweat ; for as that which falls 
out in the Beginning thereof, very rare- 
ly concludes the Diſtemper, ſo what 
after enſues of this Kind, through the 
other Stages, is for the moſt Part a 
Symptom only. 

'Tis true, it may ſo happen, as after 


a Debauch or ſome noxious Drug taken 


Sx into 
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into the Stomach, .Nature ſets about her 
own Deliverance, by inſtantly returning 


or throwing out what gave her the un- 


caſinels, whereby the Poiſon getting no 


| fatther, or not being admitted into the 


Blood, a Fever may be prevented: And 


this Advantage we have certainly gain'd 


hereby, that as ſhe from the Nauſea and 
Retching, gives the firſt Hint, ſo there 


is ſcarce any, where we may not with 


Safety purſue her Steps; ; and as I have 


alrcady acquainted you, begin the Cure 
by giving a Vomit, than which the Com- 
mentator himelf does acknowledge there 


is no Remedy more wholeſome, or ſo ef- 


fectual to take' off the Head-ach or Sick: 
neſs, uſually accompanying, whereby alſo 
not only the firſt Paſſages are empty' d, 

the crudr Matter therein abounding re. 
ſtrained from paſſing farther, but by the 


force of the ſhock from the Muſcles con- 


cern'd in the Operation (which accord. 
ing to mathematical Calculation e is equal 


* 


— 


© In the New Theory of Fevers, 
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to 260 thouſand Pound weight, neither 
4 Grain over or under) all the Bowels 
within reach of the ſame (and ſurely 
none will need to be left out) being drawn 
into Conſent, are enabled to free them- 
ſelves from any obſtructing Matter, ſtick- 
ing to their Sides, or topping up their 
finer Paſſages ; beſides which ſome Par- 
ticles of the; Medicine, rogether with 
the diluting Liquors poured down after, 
inſinuating into the remoter Veſſels, 
and mixing with the Blood, the Hu- 
mours heaped up therein, are fitted to be 
cmhrown out by Sweat, uſually ſucceed- 
| ing the work of Vomiting a. 
| _ As to the fourth way by Abſceſ5, the 
| whole Proceſs being Nature's hand work, 
I where by fome orivicwl Tranſlation of 
4 the morbid Matter upon certain parts of 
the Body, ſuch Abſerſs is formed, and 
| which, according to the-ſame, where it is 
diſcharged, proves either ſalutary or fatal; 


See Comment. Iv. of Dr. Freind de Feb. 
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this, I ſay, is ſo much her doing, as not 
to be imitated by Art, who can only aſ- 
ſiſt in haſtening Maturation, when any 
Tumour appears that gives Encouragement 
thereto, which then belongs Praper'y, to 
the Surgeon' s Province. 
The fifth is by Spitt, meaning particu- 
larly the Expectoration, ſo neceſſary in 
the Diſeaſes of the Breaſt, ſuch as the 
Peripneumony, and vomica Pulmonum : 
The pleuritic Affection, as we have al- 
ready noted, is little advantaged by ſuch 
Remedies, as forward this Diſcharge, 


but in a manner wholly depends upon 
the Lancet; however, as helps to attem- 


perate the Heat, and abate the Inflamma- 
tion, nitrous Medicines with Emulſions 
may be beneficially preſcrib'd : As to take 
off the Tenſion of the inflamed Mem- 
branes, Sperma Ceti Boles and oily 


Draughts ; but of this before, and for 


your farther Inſtruction therein, I would 
deſire you to refer to the v Comment. 


of this Author. 


Proceed 
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Proceed we now to the ſixth, at leaſt 
in our Account, which was that by Stool, 
in which there is a large Field to contend, 
and powerful Combatants to engage. 
We have already acquainted you, that 
in the common inflammatory Fever, the 
Body is to be kept open through the whole 
Courſe, if not anſwering of it ſelf, by 
the means of lenient Clyſters or lenitive 
Draughts, every, or, at fartheſt, each other 
| Day, whereby to allay the feveriſh Ebul- 
| lition of the Blood, and ſecure the Brain 
from being affected; but in nervous and 
erupt ive Fe vers, where the Pulſe is de- 
preſt, and the Spirits languid, both theſe 
muſt be forborn, or leſs frequently en- 
terpriſed, leſt the Raſh, or whatever is 
thrown out into the Skin, falling back, 
or the Patient weaken'd thereby, Nature 
ſhould be too much enfeebled to caſt off 
her Burthen, by ſome more ſuitable way 
of her own chooſing, or which is more 
' agreeable to the Genius of the Fever. 
We have alſo farther inform'd you, 
that in all of them, about the time of 
| the 


yes _ W. Lec. '+: 
the termination thereof or preſently 
after, ſo ſoon as his Strength will allow, 
he is to be purged, by which any re- 
maining Humour, too groſs poſſibly 
for being carry'd off by the Perſpiration 
through the Pores of the Skin, may be 
ſent out from the Glandales of the In. 
reſt ines. 
Zut now it ſeems in chit parties 
one of the Small Pax, we have ſome 
Phyſicians of great Learning, ſound Judg- 
ment, and equal Probity, who have late- 
ly advanc'd a Poſition entirely repugnant 
to the Opinion of their Predeceſſors, vis. 
that before the time of Maturation is 
compleated, if any Danger ſeems to threa- 
ten, We are to begin t this Method of 
Purging the Sick, and muſt now lay all 
the Stteſs upon theſe Medicines repeated 
daily, or each other Day, as the Circum- 
ſtances allow, or the Caſe may require. 

1 muſt own I have yet ſome Doubts 
upon my Mind, concerning this new way, 
having ſo often beth a Witneſs of the 
fatal Diarrhea's that, about this time, 

2 have 


Let. 2. Goncerning FE VERS. 
have carryed off ſo many of my Patients, 


in ſpight of all my Endeavouts to bridle 
the ſame : Inſomnch that, unleſs in rhe 
confluent ſort in Infants and young Chil. 
dren, when, as Sydenham has vbſcrv'd, 
theſe Stools are a kind of Subſtitute to 
the Pryaliſm of the Adult, happening at 
the beginning of the Diſtemper, I am al- 
ways fearful of the ſame, ſince in the mil- 


der Species thereof, when all Things 


go as well as we can wiſh, nothing is 
ſo common as a cohſtipared Belly: Nor 
did we think, till lately, that any of the 
Afflicted ſuffer'd for want of Stools, tho- 


it were for 10, 11, or 12 Days ſucceſ- 


ſively, or till the Suppuration of the Puſtle 


and the Scab beginning to dry away; but | 
then on the other hand, if before, or 


even at this time they fell into a Flux or 


| Looſeneſs, we were apprehenſive Things 


would not go well, as Experictice too 
often had confirm'd to us; and therefore 
for ſome Years paſt, when at any time 
about the ſtate of the Diſeaſe, or the 


return of the Fever, which is called a fe- 
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cans one, 1 found the ſame high, great 
Thirſt attending, Oppreſſion on the 
Breaſt, eee c. And a Puſtule ra- 
ther fill'd with a crude wheyiſh Liquor, 
than Pus: When at theſe Times, 1 
ſay, I have adventur'd to direct a domeſ. 
tick Clyſter of Milk and Sugar, to ſoften 
the hard Excrement in the Rectum, in 
order to relieve the Head, it has ſome- 
times anſwer'd : At others ( ſo fickle and 
uncertain is the State or Condition of 
Phyſick, together with that of its Profeſ- 
ſors) in the Place of one, we have had. 
it may be ten or a dozen Stools thereby; 
ſo that with much Difficulty the ſame has 
been reſtrain'd, and the Patient ſaved. 
What now muſt have been the Iſſue, had 
a phyſical Clyſter (if no other than the 
common emollient Decoction, of which 
the Relations were not apprized) been 
thrown up, but this, that J had ſurely 
taken wrong Meaſures, or the Apothe- 
cary had made ſome Miſtake, by which 
the Sick was thus in Danger of being 
deſtroy'd? And truly I have been leſs ad- 


venturous 
BN 


* 
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venturous this Way, perhaps, than many 
others, encourag'd by whatever Au— 


thorities, having often been a Witneſs 
of ſuch wonderful Alterations after one 
Night's time, in the advance of the Puſ- 
tule, its filling, and ſudden change from 


crude to a concocted Matter, with a re- 


turn alſo of the Spitting or Expectora- 
tion, which had ceasd the Day before ; 
and when, if I had adventur'd upon a 
ſimple Clyſter, inſtead of Bliſtering, which 
I now prefer, or that more Stools than 
expected ſhould have follow'd ; I had 
in all likelyhood put Nature out of her 
way, and hinder'd the Buſineſs of farther 
ripening this immature Production, which 
ſhe was bringing about. 

But theſe Gentlemen tell us, they do 
not ſet upon their Purging, till ſhe has 
done all ſhe can upon the Outworks of 
the Skin; or that the Puſtule now growing 


black and cruſty, inſtead of filling more, 


is incapable of receiving any Humour 
from the Sinus of the Blood; and that 
in vain do we e expect ripe Fruit from the 
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wither'd and dry Branches: That there- 
fore the Diſeaſed has no other Chance 


for an Eſcape, than by ſtimulating the 
inteſtinal Fibres, to help ſecerning of 


thoſe putrid Humours, which the cuta- 
_ neous Glands are now unable to effect. 


This, I muſt own, carries a Rationale 


along with it, and has ſeemingly much 


Weight therein; but when they fay we 
run no hazard by the purging Method, of 
the ſwelling of the Hands ſubſiding, af. 
ter that on the Face begins to fall, or 
the Puſtules thereon, before their fate 
of Arifaction; neither yet that the Sali- 


vation will be thereby impeded, they will 


give me leave to helitate a little, till I 
have made a ſufficient number of Experi- 

ments, to confirm me in tkis Belief, or 
till I can reconcile that driving from the. 
Center to the Circumference, and from 
the Circumference to the Center, are 
much the ſame ; or laſtly, that I am ſa- 


tisfy'd we may be able to eliminate by 
' theſe Stools, thoſe very individual mor- 


bid Particles, which Nature had intended, 
and 
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and endeavoured, altho in vain, 40 caſt 
out by the Skin. 
In other eruptive Fevers, I am ſure 


this is a moſt dangerous Practice; ſince 


nothing is more common than for one 
or two looſe Stools, at theſe Times to 
overſet the Patient. 

And thus, dear Sir, you have the Gals 
of my Thoughts upon this very ſlippery 
Subject, who cannot think a few remark- 
able Recoveries under the purging Regi- 


men, brought to countenance the Practice 
thereof, ſhould avail, while we ſee abun- 
dantly more People dye of the Diſeaſe 


with a Looſeneſs upon them (and which 
alone deſtroys them) than can be truly 
faid to eſcape thereby. 


You know what our Friend Wagſtaff 


has ſaid of rhis Diſeaſe, that there are 


ſome whom the Phyſician cannot cure, 


and others, that the Nurſe can't kill; 
I wiſh with all my Heart, that by many 
more dying than doing well under this 
haſty Purgation , we give not occaſion 
to have the Phraſe inverted : I am ſure 


I would | 
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I would not have you enterprize it, 


Neither then, till you are convinc'd in 
your own Mind, that there is room for 


nullum: Nor would I be thought ſo 


but in Conſultation with ſome, whoſe 


Character may be ſufficient to ſecure you 
from Obloquy, in caſe of a Miſcarriage: 


no other way, by which your Paticnt 
may eſcape, and then let his Friends de- 
termine among themſelves, whether this 
Anceps Remedium is not melius quam 


great an Oppoſer of Purging (any more 


than Bleeding at theſe Times, when the 


Fever is extreme, the Breaſt ſtraiten'd by 
the Inflammation, and the Patient under 
Difficulty of Reſpiration from the ſame) 
as to deny a laxative Medicine, that might 
juſt empty the Bowels when over coſtive : 
To which purpoſe, I uſually preſcribe an 
Ounce of Manna to be diſſolved in a 
quart of pectoral Decoction, a warm 


Draught of which may be taken at 2 or 
3 Hours diſtance, till the Intention is 


anſwer'd, without letting my Patient or 
his Friends know any thing of the Mat- 
| | ter; 
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ter; and by going farther than this, or 
half an ounce of the Elect. Lenit. in 2 or 
3 ounces of Ag. Lact. I muſt own I am 
not fully ſatisfy d, whether I may not 
do more harm than good : As to the di- 


recting of diagrediate Medicines (which 


our Author inſinuates may be ſafely ad- 
| miniſter) at a time of ſo great a PHlo- 
| goſis in the Blood, manifeſt by the dry 
Tongue and ſcorching Hear, I can only 
ſay, preſcribat qui vult, haud ego; and 


theſe Fears of ſome ill Conſequence at- 


tending ſuch Proceeding, as J have already 
inform'd you, are founded upon my Ob- 
ſervation how ſmall a number of Pa- 
tients. are reſtor'd, when ſeized about 


this time with Diarrhæas, Symptomati- 
cal ſurely, rather than Critical: or if the 
laſt, a fatal Criſis, in Compariſon of 


thoſe who are deſtroy'd thereby e. 
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I had it once in my Mind, to 


have given you a more diſtinct Account 


—— 


. © See more on the ſame Subject in Dr. Freind's 1x 


Commentary, as alſo in his Epiſtle to Dr. Mead, De _ | 


gantibus in 2* variolarum Febre. 
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of this Diſtemper, under its ſeveral Di- 
viſions and proper Stages; but conſider- 
ing it might draw me into Controverſy, 


I chooſe to avoid, and turn my Thoughts 


upon Fevers in general, which I only 


intended, and you deſired, into a Dif- 


courſe of one particular; a task for which 
I own my ſelf unfit, beſides enlarging the 
Bounds I had ſet my ſelf, I lay'd aſide 
any farther intention thereof ; but yet 
I cannot forbear taking Notice that the 
Species of this Diſeaſe ſeems of late to 


be unneceſſarily multiply'd : For we are 


now vaſtly encreaſed beyond the old Di- 


| viſion of Diſtinèt and Confluent, into 


Chryſtallinæ, Verrucales, Siliquoſe, from 
their ſeveral Reſemblances. Alſo veſſ- 
culæ flatulentæ, & aquoſæ, compared to 
little Bladders, fill'd either with Wind or 


Water; or as Dr. Freind has denominated 


others of them, Papule ſrve Pellicule 
rotundæ, Concave, Vacuæ, Molles, Veſi- 


carum aut F. olliculorum Smiles E - 


—_— F WY 


* 


th. it Ah. 


Of which in his Epiſtle to the ſane: Gentleman De 


The 


quibusdam Variolarum generibus. 
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The learned Frenchman Helvetius, in 


his Eſſay lately publiſh'd on the animal 
Oeconomy, reckons up alſo four Sorts of 
a malign Small Pox ; one belonging to 

the DiſtinF, the other three to the Con- 
ent; and differenceth them accordingly, 
as malign Diſtinct, and malign Confluent ; 
between theſe comes the middle Species 


or Coherent, which doubtleſs may bor. 


der alſo on both Kinds, that is Benigu or 
Malign ; bur whether each, as this wor- 
thy and judicious Man has decypher'd 
them, is always attended with the ſame 
Specific or peculiar Characteriſtichs, by 
which indubitably we may diſcover them 
from all others, or be apprized of their 
fatal Tendency, merely from their Aſpect, 
before ſome threatning Symptomappears, 
may perhaps be queſtionable : Or how 
far theſe Particularities may be of real 
Uſe, Ido not ſay to the Hiſtorian, but 
the practical Phyſician, I ſhall leave o- 
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thers to determine; whilſt with Reſpect 


to my own Opinion, I think them for 
the moſt part little otherwiſe different, 


1 2 than 
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than according to their greater or leſſer 


Tendency, from a ſtate of Crudity, to a 


more or leſs perfect one of Digeſtion or 
Concoction; or as they happen to prove 
of a more benign or malign Quality or 
Diſpoſition, requiring ſuitable Regimen, 
z. e. ſuch as ſhall be thought moſt proper 
for aiding or aſſiſting Nature, in diſpoſing 
them to that Maturity they ſhould , or 
ought to acquire. 

And thus, if ſhe by any Luſus or 45. 
erration throws out ſome anomalous E- 


ruption, bordering however upon this 
Diſeaſe; or from which we in ſome wiſe. 


fathom her Deſign, what is it that the 
Phyſician can do more than help her (at 
leaſt all he can) in bringing theſe irre- 
gular Productions to that Perfection, of 
which they are in their own Nature ca- 
pable; to encounter the Symptoms, and 
ſupport her under the Conflict, till ſhe 
has.got the Maſtery, or is vanquiſh'd by 


the Enemy? What is it, I (ay, that the va- 


riety or different Reſemblances of theſe 


Puſtules, which can ſcarce conſtitute a 


new 


Let. 2. Concerning FEV ERS. 
new Species, any more than a Monſter 
with a human Face, a new Set of Men; 
or admitting them more frequent than 
they are, What is it, give me leave once 
more to enquire, that Art can do more 
than ſedulouſly to attend the Symptoms, 
with the various Appearances, and pro- 
viding againſt the ſame, to bend the chief 
Scope to the vital Indication; making 
the Pulſe the general Criterion for the 
phyſical Regimen, whether cold, temperate, 
ori © 

Whoever, I am perſuaded, ſhould 


follow that of our laſt mention'd Author, 


I mean Helvetius, through the ſeveral 
ſtadia of this Diſtemper, his Bleeding re- 
peated two or three times a Day, both 
in the Arm and Foot, at firſt ſetting out; 
his Vomiting with the Sal Stibii, and 
purging three or four Hours after, with 
his daily clyſtering at ſome times, through 
the whole Courſe thereof; or laſtly his 


Beef Soups inſtead of Chicken Broth , 
which was deny'd by Dr. Sydenham, quan- 


tumlibet tenue, at the Cloſe, would be 
S 2 hardly, 
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A Dise sunt er z. 
hardly, I mean ſeverely cenſur'd among 
us, who ſeldom or never run theſe lengths, 
ſor fear of interpoſing in Nature's Work 
at the beginning, hindering her in her 
Apparatus, or at that of Separation, much 
leſs at the Cloſe, where ſhe is about the 
perfecting, or bringing to Maturity what 


ſhe has caſt forth; but ſince you have an 


Opportunity at all times to ſcan this Me- 
thod, and conſult the ſeveral Caſes, in | 
which the ſame j is ſct down for our Imi- 
tation in the Treatiſe aforeſaid, I ſhall 
leave it with this Remark, that as the beſt 
Head-Picces for 7. heory or Speculation, 


have not been always Maſters of the beſt 


and ſafeſt Practice, ſo I would not have 


you forſake our Countryman Sydenham. 
vet a while, as a Guide in the 5 Pox, 


till you are fatisfy'd from your own Ob. 

ſervation and Experience, that ſome later 
Diſcoveries, and new Methods, will be 
more to the Advantage of the poor 
Patient, who truſts you with his Life ; 
and for which, if negligently or inad- 


| vertently loſt, you are not certain you 


ſhall 
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ſhall not be accountable. It is ſaid by 
ſome who knew him, that Dr. Sydenham 
abated of his Rigour in the cold Regi. 
men before he dy d: And it will be ſurely 
ſafeſt for you to prefer the mean, as I 
have hinted to you at the begining of 
this, or the more temperate : It was ex- 
cuſable in this honeſt Practitioner, who 
ſeeing the People round about him, at 
a time when the Diſeaſe was Epidemical. 
and very raging, ſcorch'd to death with 
Mithridate, Venice Treacle, or Treacle 
Mater, with the Syrup of Saffron, and 
then ſwelter d up with double Quilts, 
Rugs and Blankets, with cloſe Curtains, 
and a great Fire in the Chamber, by 
which the Maculs Nigre and Petechie, 
the Hoody Urine,and other dreadful Symp- 
toms,” ſuch as Delirium, Coma, Subſut- 
tus, &c. were haſten'd ; that he, I ſay, 
obſerving the miſchiefof theſe Alexiphar- 
mics, and hot Method in general, w:s 
running upon the Reverſe, not out of 
the Frying Pan into the Fire, but from 
this laſt, as it were into the Water. 
T 4 e 
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A Dis couRSE Let. 2. 


And here, before I quit this Subject, 


give me leave to correct another Miſtake 
ſurcly, of this admirable Man, who ſayss, 
that he had neither ſeen, nor heard of 


any one's miſcarrying in this Diſeaſe, be- 


cauſe the Small Pox came not out at firſt; 
but that too many (which we all know) 
dy'd in whom the Diſeaſe appear'd well, 


but after ſtruck in again, the Puſtles 


at leaſt ſinking or falling, before they 
were ripe : In anſwer to which I could 
give ſome Inſtances, where J had ſuffi- 
cient Aſſurance, not only by preced- 
ing Symptoms, but the actual Appearance 
of a few ſcatterd, but faint or pale E- 
ruptions, that the Diſeaſe was variolous; 
and if Nature had been ſtrong enough 
to have thrown out the ſame, there 
would have been a true Small Pox: The 


Pulſe I obſerv'd was low and flagging, 
the parts of the Body cold, for want of a 
Fever, rather than the too great Effer- 


E Sect. 3. Chap. ii. 


veſcence 


Let. 2. Concerning FE VERS. 
veſcence of the Blood; the Sick com. 


plaining of Faintneſs, and the Puſtules 


(of which in one, I obſerv'd more than 
an Hundred, in different parts of the 
Body, in the other ſcarce Twenty) about 
the ſixth Day, ſuddenly diſappearing, they 


dycd under a Deliquium with light C Con- ; 


| vulſions. 
Theſe certainly, if any among the Di- 


ſtint, may be truly named Malignant, 


or of evil Diſpoſition; and wherein a 
Warm Regimen, with plentiful Bliſtering, 
but no other Evacuation, is not only ju- 
ſtifia ble, but abſolutely neceſſary, as the 
more temperate, in the other Species. 
l come nov to the ſeventh, and laſt way 
of Evacuation, taken Notice of by Hip. 
pocrates, as a critical Solution of Fe- 
vers, vViS. that by Urine, ſeldom, at 
leaſt more rarely, happening with us: 
However by its ſeveral Contents and Ap- 


pearances, furniſhing us with Signs, as 


well Diagnoſtic, in regard to ſome Dif. 


caſes of the urinary Parts (of which 


more preſently) as Prognoſtic, in ſome 
_ parti- 
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particular Fevers ; wherein, however lit- 
tle Streſs can be lay'd on thoſe Reme- 
dies we call Diuretick: So that ſhort- 


ning my Remarks upon the ſame, I will 


ſum them up with this of our judicious 
Commentator, thereunto relating b. 
Neque tamen ideo quod Urinam mo- 
veant, Potiones he (viz. diuretice) in- 
ter Evacuantia protinus reponendæ ſunt : 
quippe non tam vi aliqua diuretica hoc fa- 
ciunt, quam quia dilutiſſime ſint, uberri- 


Wmeque ingeſte : ita quamvis effuſiſime 
proruperit Urina, fiert poteſt, ut nullo 


modo exhauriantur vaſa, in quibus eadem 


Hhumorum menſura, Curſu perenni circum- 


uit: Jeitur content: ſarnus bono 60 quo 


præſtant he potiones, qued diluent, ſe. 


licet, evacuandi Virtutem, quam nega- 


vit Natura, its ne quæramus affingere. 
I have now gone through the ſeveral 


critical Diſcharges, by which Nature has 


þecn at ſome times obſerved to throw 


5 ** — ad * 2 1 
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off 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS; 


of in antient Times by Hippocrates him- 
ſelf ; beſides which, tho' not in the way 
of Imitation, having no Precedent from 
her Proceedings, Art has found out one 
of a more extenſive Quality, and now 
( whether juſtly or not) practis'd in Fe- 
vers of all Kinds: I mean the Bliſter, of 
which the ſame Commentator has hin- 
ted to us, that altho many of them give 
way to Evacuation only without other 
Remedies, yet ſcarce any, where the Diſ- 
eaſe rages with Vehemence, unleſs by 
the help thereof, notwithſtanding as a 
topical one unheeded by that great Maſ- 


ter of phyſical Obſervation Hippocrates: 


Howeyer mention'd on ſome Occaſions 


in his Writings, as an internal Medi. 


cine. 


In reſpect to their Uſe externally, or 


by the way of Bliſtering in Fevers, ſo far 
as is reconcileable to their ſfimulating 
Property, or in Caſes where ſuch Stimuli 
are requir'd, we have the Suffrage of al- 
moſt all Parties; and ſeem here indeed 


1 
off the febrile Matter, as taken Notice 
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A Dis cougsE Let. 2. 
to have the Voice of Nature; for what 
ſo fit to raiſe the drooping Spirits, and 
by lending as it were a Spur to the So- 
lids, enable them to drive on the ſlug— 
oiſh Fluid, almoſt ready to ſtagnate in 
their Veſſels, or giving new Life to the 


benumb' d Parts, that they may continue 


the Circulation of the ſame? What in. 


deed can rouſe the Lethargick, the Apo- 


pleftick, the Epileptick, or recover Senſe 
and Motion, loſt in a manner to the 
Paralitic, like unto theſe apply'd to 
the ſeveral Parts? What in the mer- 


Vous Fevers, or Eruptives, with ſtupidi- 
ty of the Brain, Oppreſſion at the Heart, 


a labouring or languid Pulſe, Deliquium 


or Fainting, Chillineſs of the Limbs, or 


of the whole Body, inſtead of burning 


Heat? who, I ſay, at theſe Times can be 
ſo obſtinately ſtupid themſelves, as to 


withhold this noble, this principal Relief? 


In a word, as Laxity of the Solids, and 
Lentour in the Fluids, a natural conſe- 
quence thereof, are the general Motive to 


the Uſe of Himuli: So where either of 
5 - nels. 
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Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 

' theſe are preſent, we ſhould not queſtion 
their Utility; eſpecially in cold Habits, 
ſuch as the Leucophlegmatic or Pituitous. 

And hitherto we have taken Notice of 
them, on Account only of their /#zmw- 
lating Qualities, by which, as Baglivi in 
his Practice has obſerved, the lax Fibre 


is braced up; and thereby more capable 


to puſh on the ſluggiſh Juices, as but now 


remark'd z which is founded upon the ge- 
neral Principle of the Strictum & Laxum 


of the animal Fibre, either muſcular , 
membranous or nervous; without any re- 
gard to the Diſcharge that is made there- 
by, which has alſo its Advantages; as in 
many rheumatickDefluxions, ſuch as thoſe 
particularly about the Throat and Jaws, 
when bliſtering between the Shoulders,” 
or behind the Ears, deriving the Seroſi- 
ties by theſe Parts, gives manifeſt Eaſe 
to the Patient: The ſame in humoural as 
well as nervous Aſthma's; alſo in Ca- 
tarrhs ariſing from the like ſerous drip- 
ping out of the Glandules of the La- 


rynx, exciting thoſe irritating and trou- 


bleſome 
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bleſome Coughs, which being thus di- 
verted by bliſtering the Neck, is taken 


off; alſo in fixed and ſtubborn Pains, 


how often, as it were by Charm, do 
we perceive the acrid Humours, vellica- 


ting the Membranes , thus eliminated ot 


drawn forth? 


Theſe, I fay, are ſome of the Advan- 
tages we receive from Bliſters, both in 


the way merely of a Stimulus, and the 
Diſcharge of that ſerous llluvies, ga- 
thered under the Cuticula where they 
have been apply'd : As for their Uſe in 
the Scall or Scab, the Impetigo, Papulæ, 


Læpra, Lichen, their removing Stigmata 
or Scars, for which they have been ap. 


ply'd in former, as well as later Days: 1 


can ſay little from my own Experience 


to countenance their Application, which, 


I muſt own, I have been rather ſhy of, 


from the Miſchicf I have known enſue 


at ſome times, and in ſome of the ſame 
Caſes here lay'd down, where Empiricks 
and old Women have been at work with 


hen. 


But 
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Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 
But theſe, Sir, are an inconſiderable 
Part of the Excellencies of the Epiſpa- 


tick, or the Cantharides thus outwardly 


applied, ſome Parts of which being got 


into the Blood, as the Doctor notes in 
his ninth Commentary: And which it 


is certain they can do, by the Diſturbance 
given ſo frequently to the Bladder; they 
are able to impreſs great Alterations in 
its Maſs, to promote the glandular Se- 
cretions, incide the Lentour of the Blood, 


and divide its Coheſion; by which, Way 


is made for the Paſſage thereof, where 
before they were heaped up, and gave 


riſe to many ſtubborn Obſtructions, ſcarce 


otherwiſe to be removed. 

In theſe Caſes, then, and at ſuch Times, 
tis evident that the Good we receive 
from Bliſters, can by no Means be deri- 


ved to us, from the Diſcharge of Serum, 
ſince this might be effected otherways; 


as particularly by Diuretics, where the 


ſame in Subſtance with that is let out by 


the Bliſter ; neither will like Benefit 
ariſe from any other veſicating Medicine, 


— what 
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what Quantity ſoever of the Serum is 
drawn away thereby, beſides this of the 


Cant haris. 


Theſe, with other Arguments, brought, 
however, by this learned Phyſician, for 


this Practice in almoſt every Fever, have 
not yet been able to convince me, but 
that in ſome of them, and in ſome 


Habits of Body, they have their Incon- 
veniencies, as well as Advantages in 
others; for if by Stimuli and Pain, which 


in ſome Caſes is their prime Intention, 
they rouſe the torpid Spirits, regain an 


Elaſticity to the relax'd Fibres, and ena- 
ble them to quicken the Motion of 


the Blood, as in the Comatoſe Diſeaſes, 
and others, we have already obſerved; 
what muſt we think of them in the 


contrary State of both, where the Ten- 


ſion is already too great in the one, 


and through the attending Orgaſm or 
inflammatory Diſpoſition of the Blood, 
the ſame is too rapidly and tumultu- 
ouſly driven upon the Veſſels of the 


Brain, in the other; encreaſing all the 
6 Sy mp- 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS, 


Symptoms, as Delirium, Phrenſy, Vigil, 


and Inquietude, at leaſt preventing that 
Repoſe and Slumber, ſo neceſſary to 
calm the Outrage of the Spirits, and 


appeaſe their Diſorder } What muſt we 
think of them in meagre Habits, in 


Hectic and bilious Temperaments, with 
great heat and thirſt, quick and high 
Pulſe, dry, Skin, perpetual toſſing about 
of the reſtleſs Patient? Surely, at theſe 
Times, it will behove us to be more 
cautious of dilaniating or farther excru- 


ciating the miſerable Patient, unleſs we 


could ſatisfy our ſelves from Obſerva- 
tion, and Experience (not ſomple T. heory) 
that the Good we receive from any 
Parts of the Cantharides, inſinuating 


themſelves into the Blood and glandu- 


lous Liquors, and there, as our Com- 
mentator would perſuade us, making 
ſuch Impreſſion, or ſo altering the fe- 
brile Matter, that it may be with more 
caſe carry d off by Perſpiration or other- 
wiſe, and the Head, together with the 


Whole nervous Syſtem "hereby ſecured 
= 
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from the ſame, inſtead of being farther 


A Discourss Let. 2] 


injur'd, unleſs, I fay, we could be certain 


theſe, or any other Advantages would 


| accrue, and recompenſe the Injury the 


Patient muſt ſuſtain in the mean Time, 
by Reaſon of the Pain and Stimuli: For 
tho' this ſtrenuous Propugnator for their 
Uſe at all Times, tells us, they have 


this above the other Evacuations, that 


they are ſafely enterpriſed at any Time 
of the Fever, which cannot be as to 


Bleeding, Sweating or Purging, with- 


out the utmoſt Danger, at ſome times of 
deſtroying the Patient; yet ſurely a very 
painful Irritation excited, when nothing 
is ſo much wanted as Reſt and Quiet, 
cannot be deem'd a harmleſs or inoffen- 


ſive Experiment, by which the Dyſury 


on one Hand, with the Smart of the 


Parts they are apply'd to, on the other, 


are perpetually interrupting both. 
I muſt own there are ſome Conſti- 


tutions ſuffer Bliſtering with very little 


Diſturbance, in Compariſon of others, 


altho' entirely free from any Stupor, 


which 
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which for the generality are the Lax 


and Phlegmatic; and if others can bear 


them well, I ſhould nor ſo much ob- 


jet againſt their Uſe, where we can 


propoſe a real Service from them; but 


neither can I come into the indiſcrimi- 
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nate Practice, ſo commonly obtaining 


now among us, from whence, as I 
have ſeen, I muſt acknowledge, great 


Benefit ariſing to ſome; ſo alſo, I think, 
as great Miſchief to others; and not- 
withſtanding I can allow, that no other 
wveſicating or ſeptical Medicine, can in- 
duce the like Alteration in the Blood, 


from any Particles thereof, mixing with 


the Humors, yet muſt I differ herein 


with our Author, being ſatisfy'd that 
by their Stimuli or irritating Qualities, 


communicated through the nervous Sy 
tem, by Continuity from the Parts on 


which they are apply'd, they will in 


like Manner encreaſe the Tenſion and 
quicken the Motion of the Blood, as 
is evident by the Pulſe, which laſts till 


the burns: Place is digeſted, the Slough 
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A DiscouRsE. Let. 2. 
ſeparates, or the Pain goes off: Nor is 
it known where much of this has been 
occaſion d, either by the ſcalding with 
hot Water, or burning by actual Fire, 
that a Symptomatic Fever did not enſue; 
but J ſhall take leave of this Subject, 
when I have inform'd you that in the ge- 
nerality of the nervous and eruptive Fe- 
vers belonging to that Claſs, altho' un- 
attended with Jopor, or any comatous 
Affection, if the Patient ſeems hurry'd 
or confusd, complaining rather of a 
gravative than acute or tenſive Pain in 
his Head, there is ſcarce a more ſervice- 
able Remedy than an Epzſþaſize apply'd 
to the Occiput, and continued there 
for ſome Days, which in Regard of the 
blunt Senſe of the Scalp, is alſo leſs 
painful than upon the muſcular Parts, 
whether Neck or Arms, and by its 
conſtant drip relieves the Brain, when 
in order to remove the Dyſury, very 
often troubleſome, by Reaſon of the 
Stimulus here longer continued; whence 
ſome Particles of the Medicine have 
3 more 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 


to the Blood, and exciting that trouble- 
ſome Senſation upon the Sphincter, you 
may diſſolve an Ounce of Gum Arabick 
in a Pint of the Decoct. Hordei, and 


adding two or three Spoonfuls of the 
Hr. de Althea, give a Draught, firſt 


warm'd, frequently, which I prefer to 
the common Emulſions: But this Com- 
plaint you may obviate by ordering a 


ſmall Quantity of Camphor to be pow- 


der'd with a Drop or two of the Ol. 
Amygd. as about a Scruple or half a 
Dram, and ſprinkled over each of your 


Epiſpaſtic Plaiſters, when you ſhall ſel- 
dom hear of a Stranguria or Dyſuria 


upon theſe Occaſions. 

Having finiſh'd thoſe Particulars you 
defies; it remains for me to deliver ſome 
Directions, as to your own Behaviour to- 
wards the Sick you are call'd upon to 


viſit; and who, as he can beſt judge of 


what he feels, you muſt take the Ac- 
count therefore from him, not ſuffering; 


the oyer-officious Nurſe, or any other 
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A Drscovurss Let. 2. 
at the Bed ſide (as is too cuſtomary) to 
take the Words, as it were, out of his 
Mouth, or deliver, rather, ſome out of 


the Way from their own: Thus dic- 
tating for him, as if they underſtood the 
State of his Caſe, or what he undergoes, 


better than himſelf; nay, altho' a light 


Delirium happens to accompany the Fe- 
ver, I practiſe this Method, by which 
1 am enabled to make a Judgment how 


far this Alienation of Mind extends, whe- 


ther a ſimple Forgetfulneſs from a pre- 
ceding Slumber, being juſt then awak'd, 
and in a Kind of Conſternation, as may 
happen at ſome times, or truly Light- 


headed, as they call it, from a total Sub- 
verſion of the Underſtanding. | 
When you have thus made ſuch Enqui- 
ries from your Patient, as may give you the 
beſt Inſight you can get into the Nature 


of his Complaint, you may then, but riot 
before (unleſs the Sick can give you 


none himſelf) get farther Information 
from the By-ſtanders or Attendants; and 
after this, OY u by his Bed- de, 
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Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS, 
take hold of his Wriſt, to examine his 


Pulſe and the Temper of his Skin, a 


Matter of greater Moment than is 
thought by ſome, whether hot and dry, 
or parching, moiſt with an agreeable 
Warmth, or Damp with a Sort of Chill; 
then looking on his Tongue, at the 
ſame Time taking an exact Survey of 
all Parts of the Face, more particularly 


his Eye, that the next Day you may be 


better able to judge of the Alteration 3 
from a Series of which, long continued, 
| you will be able to preſage more than 
at firſt you can imagine; for truly in 
many of theſe I have found ſomewhat 
of the incommunicable, or which no- 
thing but my own Eye and my own 
Finger, could have convey'd the ſame 
Ideas to my Mind, as theſe have done; 
and it muſt. be ſurely hence, I mean 
the Countenance, the Temper of the 
Hein, the Way of Breathing, the Mode 
or Poſture of Decumbiture, with the 


Geſture, ſome or all, that certain ſedu- 


lous and conſtant Attendants upon the 
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to ve: have: 2 Hee, got the Stab 


of many Phyſicians, leſs heedful this 


Way, in regard to the Prognoſtic.” Thus 
as to the Poſition, they tell us, they 


very rarely find a Perſon dying upon his 
Side, and when he is no longer able to 


continue that, but turns altogether upon 


his Back, ſinking down ſtill lower in 


his Bed, they entertain but little Hopes 
of his Eſcape; which indeed carries much 
Reaſon along with it, as arguing great 


Proftration -of the Spirits, or Inability 


longer to hold that Poſture, ſo natural 
in Time of Health, but overpoisd, as 


it were, by the Weight of the Trunk, 


eſpecially the Spine, is ſway'd down in- 
voluntarily into the ſupine one. The 
Geſture of the Hands and Fingers in the 


fumbling with the Sheets, is, you know, 
an old Remark, and ſure Token of im- 
pending Mortality : But it is Time now 


vyou retire from the Bed-ſide, and call for 


the Urine, gathering hence what you can 
allo, then for the Pen and Ink, if not 
| provided 
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Let. 2: Concerning FEVERS. 
provided (as it ought to be) already, by 
no means hudling over your Formula, 
too common a Practice, but maturely 
weighing all Circumſtances that may 
make either for or againſt the intended 
Remedy you are Propoſing in 1 
Mind. 

Conſider, my . Friend, tis Life 
dun lies at Stake, a Life, perhaps, on 
which a diſtreſſed Family, or a nume- 
rous and helpleſs Offspring has their De- 
pendance, and which an inadvertent 
Slip of your Pen may bring to ruin; 
but if otherwiſe,” or that only a ſingle 
Perſon ſhould be loſt, by Want of thar 
deliberating ſo neceſſary at theſe Times, 
I cannot think that one'of your Principle 
would know how even to forgive himſelf 
here, were he ſure to be forgiven here- 
after; and therefore as leſs neceſſary to 
the Perſon I am now writing, I ſhall 
have done with this Admonition. 

Whilft in your Patient's Chamber, I 
would adviſe you to carry an even Coun- 
tenance, leſt we the Sternneſs thereof, 


1 upon 
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upon the Feeling of his Pulſe, a Turn or 
Shake of the Head, at the ſight of the 

Urinal, much more a diſcouraging Word 
let fall in his hearing, or a Whiſper to 
his Friends, he conceives his Caſe to 
be abſolutely deſperate, or through his 
Fears make it truly ſuch; but upon re- 
tiring and taking your Leave for that 
Time, it will be expected you ſhould de. 
liver your Sentiments of his Caſe to 
them, whether the ſame be dangerous 
or not, as to the Event; and where 
there is nothing immediately threatning, 
you are to give both him and them the 
Encouragement it will allow, eſpecially 
the former, that he may ſupport him- 
ſelf thereunder, by thinking better there- 
of; taking eſpecial Care notwithſtand- 
ing, that at no Time you make any ab- 
folute Prognoſtic, either of Death or 
Recovery, nor leave him, unleſs by un- 
handſome Uſage obliged, under the 
_ greateſt ſeeming Danger, as if there was 
no Poſlibility of a Recovery, which in 
Fevers is very difficult to warrant, where 
at 
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takes the Work into her own hands, 
and finds a Way for a Sort of Neſur- 
rection, before that at the mow Day of 
Audit. 

Tis my Cuſtom to deſire the Apo- 
thecary, that he would inform me by 
ſome Means or other, under theſe very 
doubtful and deſperate Circumſtances, 
the Day following my laſt Viſit, whether 
my Patient is yet alive; or if paſſing by, 
I ſee not the Signal of an open Win- 


333 
at ſome Times, by unforeſeen Incidents, 
when Art has, been baffled, Nature 


dow, I alight and ſtep up Stairs, perſuad- 


ing his Friends, whilſt they can get any 
thing down, they ſhould attempt it, if 
it were but a ſmall Spoonful, whereby 
languiſhing Nature may be a little re- 
cruited, or, if poſlible, reviv'd : By this 


Method, and refuſing a Fee, I am thank. 


fully recciv'd, and could give you many 
Inſtances, where the ſame has turn'd to 
account; for if it ſhould happen (and who 
can ſay, unleſs Omnipotence, he has the 
iſſues of Life and Death at his Diſpoſal ?) 

that 


A Dis couxsE Let. 27 
that aſter a long Diſpute, ſhe gets the 
Maſtery, I have ſecur'd my end, vis. the 
keeping out ſome officious Perſon, with 
their grand Reſtorati ves, their Guttæ Vitæ, 
and what not; (for now is the time they 
will venture any Thing, being given up 


by the Doctor) and farther advanc'd 8 
own Repute among thñů em. 


However, at this Seaſon, 1 take-c care 


that no Remedy be preſcribed unleſs ſome 
Cordial Mixture, with perhaps 327. of aq. 


Lat. 3j. of aq. Theriacalis 36. of | Syr. 
Croci and 3j. of Conf. Raleighana, to be 


given as I ſaid before, by Spoonfuls, for 
1 think it to little Purpoſe to ſend in 
more Ammunition when the Fort of Life 
is upon ſurrendring; beſides to order Me- 
dicines at a time n can't be taken, 
is baſe and ungenerous, as to ſee a Table 


crouded with Boles and Fuleps, when a 


poor Wretch is at the point of departing, 
is the moſt unſeemly Sight that can be; 
but to encourage the Proſecution of this 
Hint I have now given you, and to for- 


warn you of * abſolute Prognoſe 


HICks : : 
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Ficks : J could give you twenty Exam- 
ples of Perſons, deem'd paſt all Hopes, 
by the moſt eminent of the Faculty of 
Phy ſick, ſurprizingly recover'd, ſome of 
which have ſet up a Quack or a practiſing 
old Woman who had got down a few 
Drops of ſome inſignificant Liquor, or 
applied a Plaiſter, a Beef Stake, Veal 
Cutlets, a Sheep's Milt, or a ſplit Pigeon, 
to the Soles of the Feet, and made them 
famous all their Life time after ; but one, 
which, whilſt I was writing this, has hap- 
pen'd, I will here impart. | 
A young Lady who had ſufferd many 
Days under what I call a er vous Fever, 
about the Month's end from the firſt Sei- 
zure, having all the Symptoms of a dying 
Perſon upon her, as an z2mperceptible Pulſe, 
cold Sweats, Tremor, Aphonta with ſtrong 
Convulſions, a worthy Man of the Col- 
lege, who had been call'd in upon me, 
thought it time to take his leave, mo- 
deftly alledging, that the feeing of two 
Phyſicians was too much, when neither 
could do any good, the Patient incapa- 
ble 


336 


A DiscouRss Let. 2. 


ble of recciving any: Thing we could di- 


rect. 


A Day or two after his wie. 


the Apothecary deſir'd I would come once 


more to take a view of the Body, for ha- 


ving done all under her inſenſibly, through 
the overſight of her Nurſes, ſne was mor- 


tify'd in near twenty Places of her But- 
tocks, Hips and Thighs, which how un- 
like ſo ever to ſucceed, having ſcarify'd 


ſome of the deepeſt, I order'd to be well 
fomented with a Decoction of the hot 


Plants, and a large Proportion of cam- 


phorated Spirits, and that the ſame ſhould _ 
be after dreſt with Pledgits dipt in the 


melted Liniment, cum Zertia parte 
Spir. Terebinth. over which an adheſive 
Plaiſter that might ſecure them; giving 
Charge to the Nurſes to be more care- 
ful for the future in turning her dry, 


and ſhifting the Applications which the 


Apothecary provided; and left ready for 
them, as they grew wet and fell off. 


F=- Thus for 2 or 3 Days WSC continued 
this Method, the Patient taking nothing 


in 
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in all that time, at leaſt of no Significa- 
tion, but lay under continual Leipot hu- 
mies, as one dying away, for no ſooner 
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one Fit went off, but another inſtantly 


came on: Yet notwithſtanding by thus 

_ diligently inſpecting the Mortifications 
daily, and ſometimes twice, the native 
Heat, which ſeem'd in a Manner extin- 


guiſh'd, by the long continuance of the 
Fever and impoveriſh'd State of her Blood, 


by which its Balſam was deſtroy'd, be- 
gan to rouſe up, the Parts to inflame and 
ſeparate at the Edges, ſhewing ſome lit- 
tle tendency towards Digeſtion, which 
encourag d us ſtill to proceed, till 1 per- 


ceived a laudable Matter upon ſeveral of 


them: Vet coming about the two or 
three and thirtieth Day of the Sickneſs 


into the Dining Room, I found the Re- 


lations in Tears, who told me it was 
needleſs to go up, for that ſne was now 


dead, as they apprehended „ Who were 
about laying her out. 


I was ſomewhat aſtoniſh'd, I ma con.. 


| feſs, that the Hopes I had fo lately en- 


3 tertain d, 
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tertain'd (which yet I had kept to my 
ſelf) of this Eſcape, ſhould be gone thus 


ſuddenly; but having ſeen her ſeveral 


Times before under the Deliquia, I was 


Not certain it might be now otherwiſe, 
and even againſt their Wills ran up into 
the Chamber, where by agentle Warmth, 


but much mote the creeping Pulſation of 
the Artery, tho' no breathing was per- 
ceptible, or motion of the Breaſt, I was 
certain, tho' we had many Parts cadave- 


tous, the whole was not yet become a_ 


Cadaver. I held a ſtrong fmelling Bot- 
tle to the Noſtrils, and after ſome Mi- 
nutes, the Water trickled from her Eyes; 


in a little time the Fit went off, and ſhe 


lifted up her Eyelid: I calbd to her aloud, 


but ſhe ſcem'd not to underſtand any 


Thing I faid ; yet I made a ſhift, by open- 


ing her Mouth, to get down three Spoon- 


fulls, one after the other, before I left 
the Room, of a Mixture with 2. of the 


Fal. Vol. c. c. added to that with the Ra- 


leigh's Confection before mention d, from 
which ſhe grew at Night more ſenſible; 
her 
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her fainting return'd much ſeldomer, and 


was of ſhorter Continuance, inſomuch 
that. after few Days her Heat and Spirits 
tevivd, the Sloughs caſt off, and the 


dead Lady, by a ſuitable Diet, is reſtor'd 


again, to the Surpriſe of every one that 
had ſeen her : Whom, ſhould we have 
both relinquiſh'd, and ſhe had got through, 
under the Management (tho' this was 


very unlikely, conſidering her Condi- 


tion) of another Set of People, I will 
leave you to make the Inference. 


On the other Side, take the following. 


Allkalinus, as J have already, I think, 
obſerv'd, was fo remarkable for his Sa- 
gacity and Penetration, as to the nedical 
Preſage, that his Sentence of Death was 
by ſore eſteem'd ſo irretrievable, that 
no Man could avoid the fame, when 
pronounc d by ſuch an Oracle: And yet 


I can aſſure you, the firſt time I happen din- 


to the Company ot thise_/Z/culapianÞProg- 


noſticator, it was in the Preſence of three 


learned Phyſicians, who had for ſeverat 
Weeks attended one of my Neighbours, 
* much 
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much exhauſted by the continuance of 
a flow Fever, that had ſeveral Times in- 


termitted, and been as often put by, for 


ſome Days, with the Cortex; ſo that at 


length ir ſcemed to diſappear : But the 
poor Gentleman growing ſtill weaker, 


and a wervous Atrophy coming on, this 
famous Man was call'd in, who, after 
his uſual Way, taking little Notice of 
the other Gentlemen, only enquiring 


what had been done, advis d the Patient 


to turn them off, for that he had no Oc- 


caſion for their Aſſiſtance : Inftead of 
which, the Cook was directed to get ready 


a Chicken for his Dinner, with a pint 
of ſuch Wine as was moſt grateful to his 
Stomach : (for you muſt know he had 
been a Bottle'r) T wo Hours after, he was 
to get into his Coach and to be drove a 
Mile or two from the Town's end, en- 


creafing daily his Journeys, as he found 


he could hold out: And thus the Doctor 
took his leave (having put three Gui- 
ncas into his own Pocket ) with the Sa- 


The 
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The firſt part of the Experiment be- 


ing try'd, the Chicken would not go 
down, the Wine indecd paſſed, but after 
a little Pauſe, was caſt up again, as al- 
moſt every Thing he took; when at 


the time appointed, the ſecond was al- 


ſo put in Execution, and he was lifted 
into the Coach by his Aſſiſtants, one of 
which ſat by him; but by that time he 
was got to the end of the Stone Pave- 


ment, finding himſelf unable for the 


Task, he order'd his Return, where be- 
ing with much Difficulty taken our, he 
ex pir'd before he could be on into his 
Bed. 

This Caſe Alkalinus ſurely miſtook, 
believing all merely, the Effect of Inani- 
tion, Flatulency or Hypochondriaciſm; like 
what Sydenham had formerly obſerved, 


when being ſent for to a Gentleman ſub- 
ject to great Fits of Weeping, and en- 


quiring what had paſt, he underſtood 
there had been a Fever, which his Phy- 
ſician thought was not yet removed, and 

therefore * him to a poor Diet, where. 
| An © by 
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by he was brought under this exceeding 
Weakneſs, that without any Cauſe, he 


would fall a crying ; of which the judi- 


cious and rightly reaſoning Man, taking 
Notice, and farther examining the Cir- 

cumſtances of his former way of Living, 
ſo different from what he was now en- 


joyn'd, immediately relax'd his Penance, 


allow'd him white Meats, and a Glaſs of 
Wine, aſſuring him he had no Fever, nor 


any thing to fear thence, which was ac- 


cordingly verify d, and this involuntary 
Weeping quickly left him: Whether or 


no Alkalinus, J ſay, took this for the like 


Affection, I know not, but am ſure, 
however poſitive of Succeſs from his 
Advice, he was out in his Prediction. 

I have mention'd theſe, -as Inſtances, 
to forwarn you againſt abſolute Prognoſ- 
zicks, as allo to render you very careful 


how you give too much Encouragement; 


for it is always beſt that your Patient and 


his Friends ſhould be rather ſurpriz'd at 


his doing well, than his Deceaſe; eſpe- 
ſly if taking hold of any thing you 


had 


Let. 2. Concerning FEvERs. 
had let fall, as to his Safety, it ſhould 
otherwiſe fall out ; but it is time 1 ſhould 
return. 

When you have thus Gbit your own 
Duty, it will be neceſſary, by the ſtricteſt 
Injunctions, to preſs that of the Atten- 
dants about the Sick : I mean that they 
are forbid any ſuch Liberty, as may be 
hazardous by either treſpaſſing in Diet 
to gratify ſome irregular Appetite; or 
getting him up, before it may be ſafe for 
him, under the Pretext of the Bed's ſoak- 
ing him, a term among fooliſh and in- 
conſiderate Nurſes, or of making it eaſier 
for his after Repoſe : And here I may 

acquaint you, that I never ſuffer my Pa- j/ 
tient to riſe, before the Deſpumation is 

| finiſh'd, the Criſis over, and the Fever 
at leaſt moderated, if not entirely ſub- 
dued; nor that he exceed his Chicken 
Water, Sack Whey, Panada, c. Where 

theſe are not contra: indicated, as by a 

Diarrhea (with one Glaſs of Wine in 
a Day under Limitations before obſerved, 

f in the nervous Fevers attended with De- 
wo ” Hqurum 
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liquium and Swann} through the whole 


_ Courle. 


For believe me, Sir, as I am 1 to 
think one third of the common People 


are loſt, by ſtaying up too long: So 


others run as great hazard of their Lives, 


either by riſing too ſoon, thinking to run 
away from the Fever, or keeping the ſame 
on, if not relapſing thereinto, from ob- 
ſtinately humouring their Palates with 


improper Foods or Liquors: And this 


by the Connivance or vile Practices of 
their Nurſes, who inſtead of refuſing 
what they hone after, too often lead them 
into theſc fatal Miſcarriages. 

In viſiting theſe poor People, let me 
perſuade you rather to take no Fees, than 
undervalue your Profeſſion, by ſtooping 


to crown Pieces, as ſome I have known, 
making a ſecond Viſit alſo for the ſame : 


This will be to leſſen the Dignity there- 


of, and render you a Hackney Viſitant, 
by which, tho' the Miſer may regard 
you, yet the better Sort will overlook 


you, Og your Judgment by the 


mean- . 


Let. 2. Concerning FEVERS. 

meanneſs of your Condeſcention, or ac- 
counting the ſame as ſmall, as the Recom- 
penſe that will content you: Neither ought 
you now to preſcribe any chargeable Drug, 
or purſue the Pomp of Medicine; for that 
would be Injuſtice to the Apothecary, who 
inſtead of being paid for Begoar, is per- 
haps never like to be ſatisfy'd for his Crabs 


Claws, with Contrayerva and the other 


Abſorbents. 


It is, you know, in the Phyſician's 


Power to do great Service to the Poor, 
(a glorious Office J muſt own it) at lit- 
tle Expence, and doubtleſs it is our Duty 
to conſult his Ability with his Sickneſs. 
Wherefore in the ſimple or putrid Sy- 
nochus, I preſcribe the Pulv. e chel. C. C. 
Sed ſine Beg. for the Evveyes, ubi res ſunt 
anguſtæ Domi, the Lapis cont ray. & Conf. 
Lujfulæ, with ſome ſimple Diluent, as 
the Sage Tea, to waſh down the ſame. 
l come now to your particular Conduct 
among thoſe who are your Patients, or 
make uſe of you when they are Sick, 
"WR: 1 would never have you over fa- 
| X 4 miliar, 
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miliar, at leaſt not ſo as to be often at 
their Tablcs; for this in time will alſo 
make you cheap; and there are thoſe 


who inſtead of feeing you handſomely, 


will be apt to place your Viſits to the 


Account of their Civilities, and treat 
you rather as their Friend than Phyſi- 
cian. De affable with them and ſociable 


as you will, but cautious how you dip 


your Finger in their Diſh, or take a Bot- 


tle at their Coſt. 

And as for your general Converſation, 
take this Hint, that you never openly 
eſpouſe the Intereſt of a ſer Party in 
their Maxims of Government : Or ſhew 
a forwardneſs to be diſtinguiſh'd that way. 


Fear God, and Honour the King; take 


care. of your ſelf, as well as the Sick, 


with whom you are entruſted; but med- 
dle not in Party Quarrels or Diſputes. 
I have liv'd to ſee both Sorts take 


their Turns, and tho! their Pretences 
have run high for the publick Good, yet 


too many of either Side have fall'n ſhort, 
and made all to center, when they have 


got 


_ 
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got footing, in their own, and their Fa- 
vourites private Advantage: So that I 
no diſtinguiſh my fellow Citizens, only 
as honeſt, or deſigning Men; regarding the 
former, as I am ſure you will do, and 
avoiding the laſt, however in ſuch wiſe, 
as may give the leaſt Offence. | 

Above all Things, dear Sir, you ought. 
not to be afraid, nor yet aſham'd of your 
religious Principles, however you keep 
thoſe of Politicks to your ſelf, It can 
be no Diſgrace I am ſure, (to how great 
a height of Impiety ſoever our preſent 
Age is arrivd) for a Phyſician, who owns 
himſelf at all Times no more than Na- 
tures Miniſter, to acknowledge himſelf 
alſo the Servant of Nature's Maſter : But 
J fear, as I have before taken Notice, we 
have naturd it ſo long, ſome of us, as 
to think even this Nature, to mean no o- 
ther than an abſolute Fatality, where Laws 
are ſo irreverſibly eſtabliſh'd, as that the 
Supreme Power, or Lau giver himſelf, 
has now no Power left, either to abro- 
- n or ſuſpend them, but that all is hat- 
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ry'd on by a blind Impulſe, becauſe the 


Sentence is not immediately put in Execu- 


tion againſt the Impious, like that of the 
Heathen Deſizyy, ever to continue as 


Things ſtand at preſent, or the Princi- 
ples being worn out, and dropping to 


Picces, the World of Matter is to fall 


into its primitive Chaos, and the World 
of Life to a State of Annihilation. 

So far as we can judge by the Practice 
of ſome, they muſt ſet out upon ſuch like 
Foundation, el ſe how can we imagine they 


ſhould enter the Chambers of the Sick, 


with aD--n it, what a Pulſe is here? Zs 


what a Urine? or with Grimace break 


ſome ſorry Jeſt at the Bedſide, as I have 


been Witneſs of ? But ſuch Men's Con- 


verſation you muſt ſhun as the Plague, 


for fear of Infection. Nor need you ap- 
prehend that any one will think you leſs 
qualify d for your Profeſſion, on Account 
of your Morality or ſoberDeportment ;leſs 
learned, for not being Atheiſtical in your 
Diſcourſe; leſs judicious, for your Dili- 


gencc and Circumſpection in the Diſ- 
charge 


\ 
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charge of your Duty to the diſtreſſed; _ 
Or, in a Word, leſs accompliſh'd, becauſe 
you want only the Qualifications of a 
Rake or a Buffeon : So far from it that I 
am ſatisfy'd you will be had in greater 
Eſteem, even by thoſe Men themſelves, 
who, vicious as they are, cannot be ig- 
norant, that if the reſt of the World 
were to run upon their Bzaſs, neither their 
own Lives nor Fortunes could be long 
{ecur'd to them: And now give me leave 
to conclude with the following Qualifi- 
cations I judge neceſſary for him that 5 


entering upon this noble Profeſſion, 
who deſerves 


The Character of a good Phyſician. 


Firſt, I think he ought to be a Perſon 
of ſolid Erudition, and a ſound Judgment, 
(if to this a Genius for Phyſick, or a na- 
tural Talent that Way could be pur- 

chas d, much Pains and Labour might 

be ſpared) expert in Anatomy, and fre- 
quent in the Diſlection of morbid = 
ies 
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dies, as alſo well read in the Hiſtory of 


their Diſeaſes, careful in making his Oö. 
ſer vations thereon, or diligent in remark- 


ing ſuch as may be of after uſe to him. 
Serdndly, he ſhould be a Perſon of 


firic Probity and Fidelity, Maſter of the 
beſt Morals, by no Means babling in 


private, much leſs in his publick Con- 


verſation, the Weakneſſes or Infirmities 
of either Sex, which have been commu- 
-nicated to him, or about which he has 


been conſulted; ee p; e 9 


he muſt be 


Thirdly, a Perſon of: the vcarelt 2 
Nour as well as Gravity and Modeſty. 


Fourthly, he ſhould be Courteous to all, 
yet know how to keep that becoming 


Diſtance with his Patient, as may procure 


to him the greater  Revercnce and Re- 
_ 


Fifthly, he muſt NEVER be . 


cious nor a Tatler, for which none but 
an old Nurſe will value him; neither af- 


fect a ſupercilious Air or cynical Mo- 
ene which-will-procure- to him the 


Cha- 


ern 
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tf of a proud Man, and ren- 
der him contemptible upon that e 
a on no other. £ 5 
_ Sixthly, it will behove him to appear 
always: neat in his Attire, avoiding the 
Extremes of the Fop and the oven, with 
a cheerful Countenance, eſpecially before 
the Sick; rather compaſſionating their In- 
firmities, than reſenting every little Ex- 
curſion which Pain and Peeviſhneſs may 
extort from ſome of them; for as Pity 
and Humanity are due to all Men under 
Affliction, ſo no Man ſhews theſe moſt 
exccllentEndowments witha better Grace 
than does the Phyſician. _ 
Theſe. chiefly for the ſake of his Pu 
tient, whilſt for his own, it were much 
to be wiſh'd that 
Seventhly and Laftly , hes have: ſuch 
competent Eſtate, as may ſupport a hand- 
ſome Figure in Life, till Buſineſs anſwers, 
or that he comes to be taken Notice of 
in the World; and this I think ſtill more 
| deſirable, that he may not fall under any 
| Temptation to do a mean Action, by 
3 x - which, 
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which Diſhonour might redound to the 
Dignity of his Profeſſion, as well as to 


himſelf. 


| Now as your Title, Sir, to the * 


part of theſe neceſſar y Qualifications for 


the Office of a Phyſician, are known to 


thoſe who are happy in your Acquain- 
tance; ſo if by any Thing I have here 
communicated, a farther. Step ſhould 


be made, towards the putting you into 


the full Poſſeſſion of what remains yet 
wanting, I ſhall think the time I have 
ſpent therein very well employ'd, and 
the Recompence ſufficient, that in the 
Number of your Friends you place, 


Dear Doctor, 
Tour very Humble Servant. 
Ex Muſæo Die ulti- 


mo Ejuſdem Men- 
_— Marti) 1 $727. | 


A ſhort 1 808 of the Pulſe ** 
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Urine, as affording Signs _ 


Diagnoſtic and Prognoſtic ; 


alſo of Criſes, and critical Br 


in Fevers, by the WAL of . 
Seript. 


Have taken. Notice in both my pre- 
1 ceding Letters, that as the Pulſe 
does guide us to the Nature of the Fe- 
ver, ſo alſo to the Regimen neceſſary 

to be obſerv'd therein; And that the U- 
rine, however fallacious at ſome times, is 
yet to be inſpected from Day to Day, as 


affording us of ten the Signs of Concoc- 


tion of the febrile Matter, by its Nubes 
at the top, the Eneoræma ſuſpended, and 
the Hypoſtaſis at the bottom; beſides 
which, when tending to an Intermittent, 


the ſame is diſcoverable by the lateritious | 


Sediment. 


2 ++ ee 
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But to give ſome farther Information 


of both theſe, I here preſcnt you with a 


ſhort Abſtract, skerch'd out to my Hand, 
by Zypeus from his Inſtitutions, a Book 
now ſcarce, yet upon ſeveral other Ac- 


counts deſerving your Peruſal, as the beſt, 


in my Opinion, of the Kind, that has 
been yet publiſh'd, with ſome Annota- 


| tions bs my own. RESET 


Ard Fiſt of the pulſe. 
Wich according to this Genuematr 
is deceitful and mutable, as well from 
any ſudden Motion of the Mind, as of 
the Body: So that the Phyſician coming | 
into the ſick Man's Chamber, is not pre- 
fently to explore the ſame, which may 
vary even by the Surprize, or Thought 
how his Caſe may appear to him. 
There are many- Differences thereof, 
ſome of leſs Uſe or Regard: The moſt 
material, are the four following r The 
Great and the Small, the Strong and the 
Meal; the e_/ZEqual or Unequal, the Fre- 


| quent and Rare. To 


POURSSPOCREP® - - Iycp 

To the firſt of theſe belong the Full 
and the empty, alſo, in ſome Reſpects, the 

Heard and the ſoft; the Difference between 
the Pulſits magnus, ac validus, is by 
TORPE diſtinguiſh'd thus. 
Pull ius magnus eſt, in quo Arteria 
multum pulſat in longum, latum & pro- 
fundum. Validus, in quo valide ferit tan- 

gentis Digitum. 

The Ordinate and Inordinate, or the 
Equal and Unequal, is the ſame as the 
Intermitting : That is, when after a cer- 
tain Number of Vibrations or Stroaks a- 
gainſt the Finger, there is a full Stop or 
Interruption for a ſhort Space ; and this 
is again divided into the æqualiter inæ- 
qualis, and the inæqualiter inæqualis; the 
former is when the Stop happens con- 
ſtantly after the ſame Number of Beats, 

as at 5, at 6, or at 7; the latter, when 
it falls out ſometimes at 3, at others at 

9, and ſo on, irregular ſtill and uncettain. 

To the Inordinate others (but I think 
improperly) add the Capriſans, Myurus 
and Formicans. Some likewiſe make a 
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Difference between rhe Pulſus celer, and 


the Pulſus frequens, as bet wixt the tar- 


Aus and the rarus; alledging that a Pulſe 


may be ſwift, yet not frequent; alſo fre- 


quent, yet not ſwift ; as the Coats of the 


Artery happen to be more or leſs dilata- 
ble, and require a longer or a ſhorter 
time in their ſtriking the Finger: For 
as in that which is more dilatcd , the 
Pulſe may be ſwift, yet taking up time 
to communicate its Motion through the 
ſame, leſs frequent: So when the Veſſel 
is more contracted, requiring leſs Space, 
it may be frequent, yet not ſwift. 
According to a late Writer in the ma- 
thematical Way i there is alſo a very re- 
markable one, betwixt a large and a 
full, and a thin or a ſmall Pulſe; either 
of which may be ſfroug or weak, and by 
reciprocal Proportion, ſo balance each 
other, as to retain the ſame Magnitude 
or Quantity of the Stroak in both : That 
is, the Velocity of the Blood under a 


= 


' Morgan in his Philoſophical Principles. 
large, 


POSTSCRIPT. 
large, full and weak Pulſe, may be the 


ſame as under a ſmall, but ſtrong and 


| ſmart one; which depends much on the 
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contractile power of the Veſſels, the ſtate 


of the Blood, more or leſs prone to Rari- 


faction and Condenſation ; its Fluxility or 
Viſcidity, its Heat and ſpecifick Gravity, 
which being too weak or ſtrong for the 
reſtitutive power of the Nerves, the 
Equilibrium is deſtroy'd, and Fevers, 
as well as other Diſorders, hereby pro- 
duced ; but paſling theſe, as over nice 
and leſs uſeful Diſtinctions. 

To the hard and ſoft Pulſe 6 
the full and the empty ; the former in- 
cident to old Age, from the indurated 


Condition of the arterial Coat, which in 
ſome have been found Cartilaginous. Re- 


lated to this, is reckon'd the Serratus, 
tho' ſurely leſs properly, which with the 
acute Pain on the Side, and the dry Cough, 


arcaccountedthe uſualDzagnoſticks of the 


Pleuriſy ; with the hard and the /off, are 


number'd alſo the frong and the weak, as 


above remark d. oY „ 
E 1 Far- 
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Farthermore, in reſpect to the Pulſe, 
Conſideration muſt be had to the natural 

75 1 emperament or Conſtitution of the Body, 
as likewiſe to the Age and Sex, the Paſe 
ſians of Anger, Jay, Sadueſs, Lowe ; alſo 
the Seaſons of the Tear, as Winter, Sum. 
mer, Spring and Autumn, the Temper = 
the Air, as hot, cold, mbiſt and dry, all 
which have an Influence upon the Mo- 
tion of the Blood, and of Conſequence - 
muſt differently diſpoſe the Pulſe. 

Thus to give you a ſhort Recital, to 

the hot Temper, naturally appertains the 
pulſus validus ac frequens ; to the cold 
the contrary, Paruus, tardus ac debilis ; 
to the dry, duriuſculus & rarus ; but if 
withal Hot, the magnus; to the humid or 
moiſt, the mollis & at., aliquantulum 
quoque magnus. 

If we regard the Age, Children have 
the Pulſus creber & molliuſculus ; Touth 
and Men grown, the maximus ac vali- 
diſimus; Momen, the creber, malliſque, 
ſubinde magnus (ut viraginibus) ſed ſæ- 
pius parvus; old Age the rarus, debilis, 

ſed ſiccus & duriuſculuux. In 


POSTSCRIPT. 
In reſpe& to the Seaſons, to the 
Spring is reckon'd the magnus, validus & 
moderate creber. To Summer, creber, non- 
nihil magnus, validuſque, in as much as 
the Blood at this time is hotter, and more 


rarify d. To Autumn, Pulſus inconſtans G. 


debilis, by leſſening of the ſaid Heat, to- 


gether with the frequent change of Air, 


from one ſide to the other. To the VMin- 
ter, the Pulſus parvus, debilior & rartor.. 


In Sleep, the Pulſe is more /anguid and 


rare, as alſo leſſer than when awake: And 
now laſtly, if we look to the Paſſions, in 

Anger, the ſame is great, ſtrong and fre- 
quent; in Sadneſs contrarily, ſmall, weak 


and rare. In Foy, moderatcly large, ſtrong 


and withal equal. The Pulſe proper to 


Perſons in Love, is difficultly diſtinguiſh'd- 


as depending much on the different Paſ- 


ſions, , with which, at diverſe Times, 


theſe People are affected, as Joy, Fear, 


Sorrow, by which the ſame is render'd 
almoſt perpetually unequal, JOY or 


inconſt ant. 
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Of zbe Urine. 


As the Diſeaſes of every part (in the 
Words of the ſame Author) are not found 
out by the Urine, ſo neither (which the 
Pis-Prophet pretends) is every Diſeaſe 
that afflicts the Body of Man. And truly 
the chief Indications we can gather hence, 


are ſuch which relate principally to the 


ſound or diſeaſed State of thoſe through 
which the derum of the Blood tranſmi- 
grates, whence it derives its Generation 
and Perfection, or wherein it happens to 
acquire ſome ſingular Affection of the 

Bowels inſervient to Concoction; but in 

more eſpecial Manner, the Kidneys, Ure- 
ters and Bladder; and hence, in ſome 

Re ſpects, it may be accounted a more ge- 
neral Diagnoſtic than is the Pulſe : In as 


much as the former, not only diſcovers. 


to us the Diſeaſe, but the Cauſe alſo, and 


the Part affected, which the laſt does not. 
Thus from the Urzne, in reference to 
the Diſeaſe, we find out Wounds, Ulcers, 
9 5 1 Olſtrue- 


Obſtructions, with the Intemperies of ſome 
of the inward Parts; in regard to the 
_ Cauſe, ſome viſcid and crude Matter re- 

dundant, obſtructed Bile, calculous Concre- 
tions and Grumes of Blood. And laſtly, as 
to the Part affected, we infer the Blad- 
der to be ulcerated, by the branny Scales 
and ftinking Matter, diſcharg'd together 
with the Urine. That the Kidneys arc 
miſaffe&ed, by the Caruncles, Blood and 
Matter, however leſs fœtid than that 
from the Bladder : Yet uſually in larger 
Quantity, which together with the Pain 


about the Region of the Loyns, puts the 


Matter out of Diſpute. In Fevers, we 
apprehend the Head, if not as yet, likely 
to be affected ſuddenly, by the Change 
of the Urine from a deeper Colour, to a 
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crude Paleneſs. Thus the Criticon has 
juſtly remark'd, that if in a Fever, Con- 


coction appears in the Urine, and after 
turns pale, without a Sediment, provided 
the ſame ceaſe, all goes well, otherwiſe 


ſome fatal Metaſtaſis (ſuch as a Tranſla- 


tion of the morbid Matter to the Head, 
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or being thrown upon the Nerves, brin- 


ging on Convulſions) is at hand: And 
hence he ſays, tho a concocted Urine does 
not always accompany a critical Evacua- 


tion or Eruption, yet ſhould it always 


| precede one. None of which are found 


out by the Pulſe, which nevertheleſs it 
muſt be granted, is the more ſure Prog- 
noſticator of Life and Death, by indi- 


_ cating the vital Principle to be more 
ſtrong or weak, as the Diſpence of the 


nervous Fluid, in the Brain its Store: houſe, 
is more vigorouſly or faintly ſupply d for 
carry ing on the Circulation of the Blood, 


without which, any more than Nregthing. 


We cannot live. 


The Urine we own does ee pre- 
ſage Death, in reſpect to its entire Stop- 
page, as in the Iſebury many Days con- 
tinued: In the Aſcites or Dropſy of the 


Belly, from its ſmall Quantity and lixivial 


Contents, a Diſeaſe almoſt as fatal; by 
the fœtid Matter iſſuing therewith, ac- 
company'd with great Pain in the Diſ- 
HATE» as in the en, of the Bladder 

already 


POSTSCRIPT. 
already obſcry'd, uſually mortal alſo at 
long run: However we are not otherwiſe 
to practiſe Uromancy., from Inſpetion 
ſimply. of this Fluid, which is fo very pre- 
cCarious in Fevers, that we find many 
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Perſons dying with a laudable Urine, of 


which Danger Pulſe gives the truer 


Notice. 


If we look upon the Colour of this 
Liquor, we obſerve the ſame Diverſe, 


accordingly as it is more or leſs ſatu- 


rated with ſaline and earthy Particles, im- 
porting differently alſo : Thus the inſi- 
pid made in large Quantity, which is 
clear like Rock Water, to which they: 
compare it, is common to the Hyſteric and 
Hypoc hondriacal Aﬀettions. The ſweetiſh 


like hony'd Water, and pale, or rather 


Cowſlip colourd, coming down as it were 
like a Cataract or Flood, withal ponde- 
rous as the Lympha, denotes the Dziabe- 
tic Profiuuium or Piſſing Evil. On the 


contrary, the high colour'd and lixivial, 


as but now obſerv'd, made alſo in little 
m the . of the Belly. An in- 


flammatory . 
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flammatory Diſpoſition ofthe Parts within, 


_ POSTSCRIPT 


ſuch as that of the Inteſtines, bur eſpecially 
the Liver and Kidneys, will diſpoſe the 
ſame to be Coffee colour'd, or of a deep 
red; as the Obſtruction of the Bile, will 


render the ſame yellow, witneſs the Jaun- 


dice. A wheyiſh Water is common to 
Children labouring under the Stone in 
the ' Bladder, the like I have known ac- 
company the Worms, as alſo to precede 


the Small Pox in Infants. - 


But as to the Colour and Scent alſo, 


many Things may contribute inwardly 


taken: Thus Saffron and Madder, as 


likewiſe Turmeric , but eſpecially Rhu- 


barb, will ſtrike a dye thereon of the 


ſame Colour, Aſparagus and rotten Cheeſe, 


- Garlick and the Turpentines of all Sorts, 


will imbue the ſame with differingSmells; 
the three firſt offenſive ones, but the laſt 
more grateful. 8 
What is moſt obſcrvable in relation to 
the Con/iſtence, are the clear and turbid; 
of the former already, the laſt is often 


| the fore runner of the three more re- 


markable 


POSTSCRIPT 
markable Contents, to be here obſerved, 
1. The Nubecula or Cloud, ſwimming 
at the top. 2. Eneoræma, which is the 
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ſame growing more weighty, and falling 


lower, or hanging as it were in the mid- 
dle. The 34 call'd Hypoſtaſis, or Sedi- 
mentum, growing ſtill heavier, and ſink- 
ing to the bottom; or taking with you 
a little touch of Mathematicks, you muſt 
underſtand, that Bodies gravitate with 
their Exceſs of Gravity, above the ligh- 


ter: So that ſuppoſe xy to be the hea- 


Vier, and x to denote the lighter, then 


x D y. All theſe with ſome ramous 


Particles holding them together, are com- 


pounded of the nutritious Corpuſcles, 


carry'd along with the Serum, and waſh'd 


off from the Blood in its Paſſage, accord- 


ing to their ſeveral Gravities as now hin- 
ted, taking their Stations in the Urinal, 
the lighteſt keeping on the Surface, the 
heavier flipping down lower, and the 
weighticſt ſinking to the bottom thereof; 
which ought to be of a whitiſh Colour, 
ſmooth and equal , or according to Bel. 


lini, 
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lint, figure retuſæ Pyramidis, cum baſe 


in fundo vaſis, the beſt Indication of a 
kindly and regular Concoction: And 
hence ſome Phyſick Writers have re- 


mark d in Fevers, that when towards the 


fifth, ſixth, or ſeventh Day, this light 


and even Sediment ſhews it ſelf in the 


Urine, it is a good Argument of Digeſ- 


tion of the Matter thereof, and a pro- 


miſing Index of Recovery, particularly 
when the Day before, there was no ſuch 
Appearance, and that the ſame is not di- 
vuls d, but cloſe, even, and compact toge- 
ther. Again if on the third Day, the Nubes 


or Eneoræma ſhew themſelves, all is to 


go well, eſpecially when the ſame begins 
to gather cloſer, and has a Tendency 
downwards, like the true EHypaſtaſis. 

Me have already view'd the other Ap- 
pearances and Contents in this Fluid, 


the Urine, beſides which there is one 


ſupernatant in the place of the Cloud 
atithe top, of which we have not taken 
Notice, that is an ozly or fat Appear. 
ance, frequently accompanying the Hec- 


Fical 
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tical or conſumptive patient, tho thine 
known it common to others, proceeding 
from the melting down of certain ful 
phureous Parts in the Blood, by a preter- 
natural Heat ſtirred up; which paſling 


pille and renal Dutts, from their light- 
neſs in Compariſon of the others, appear 
like a Skin or Scum vgon the uppermoſt 
Part thereof. 


07 Criſes, . he D Critci in 
| Fevers. 


 Altho' it is granted that ſome Fevers 
may be endemical to ſome particular Coun- 
tries, and that different Epidemicks alſo 
do ariſe from ſome hidden Cauſes, whe- 
ther planetary above, or ſubterraneous be- 
neath us; yet the common putrid Fever, 
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off alſo with the Serum, through the 7a2- 


which is owing rather to the manifeſt - 


Qualities in the Air, or a Treſpaſs in 
the Nonnaturals, muſt be allow'd, I think, 


of near Affinity in all Places and Cli- 


mates; ſo that as our learned Country- 


2 - man 
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man Dr. Freind in his 1 Commentary, 


takes Notice, notwithſtanding the Air of 
Thafos where Hippocrates practisd, by 


its Situation, and particular Diſpoſition, 
vary'd from that of England; yet was 
not the difference of their Fevers, from 
theſe of ours, ſo very wide as ſome a- 
mong us are ready to imagine, and in- 
deed thoſe very Feuers, which Dr. Sy- 
denham has digeſted as it were into Con- 
ſtitutions, or diſtin Claſſes, ſeem ra- 
ther, according to this Gentleman, to have 
been different only in their Degree,and at- 
tended with ſome different Appearances, 
than in the diverſe Genius thereof: For 


as there never was any ſuch where the 


Sick were in every particular ſeiſed alike; 
So the diverſe Symptoms at ſome times, 
in one from another, are not ſufficient 
for eſtabliſhing a new Genus, eſpecially 


where, excepting a regard to thoſe pe- | 


culiar Symptoms above mention'd, the 


general Indications are much alike: So 


needleſs, or unneceſſary is it, faith our 
Author, to be over- curious in theſe Di- 


ſtinctions, 
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ſtinctions, which are ſo little inſtructive 
to the young Phyſician, that they may 
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poſſibly lead him into ſome Miſtake, as 


falſly ſuggeſting when he ſees any ſin- 
. gular Note or Property affixed to the 


Diſeaſe , he is alſo to find out ſome pe- 


culiar Method of Preſcription ſuitable to 
the ſame; of which Notice ought to be 
taken, leſt it ſhould be ſuppoſed all that 
has been delivered concerning Fevers, by 
the Divine Hippocrates,ſhould be thought 
foreign to us, or belonging only to a 
Set of Men, born under another Region, 
or living in a remote Country from us. 
Whether the Corollaries which may be 
hence deduced, for ſettingon foot the ſame 


Cure, will hold good under all Parts of the 


habitable World, I am not to diſpute , 
but this I may ſurely affirm among our 
own Epzdemicks of the ſame Kind, where 
an hundred are ſeized about the ſame 
Time, we meet not with five in every 
particular Complaint alike ; for as Mens 
various Conſtitutions and ways of Li- 
ving, diſpoſe the Humours in their Blood, 

2 | „ 
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to be diverſly affected, even under the 


ſame Conſtitution of the Atmoſphere, or 


whatever ſecret Cauſe ſhall give riſe to 


the reigning Diſeaſe; ſo it is leſs Won- 0 


der the Appearances of ſome en 
ſhould be diverſify'd. 

This premisd, I come now to peak | 
a few Words of the Criſis and the critz.- 
cal Days, whereon the Antients laid 


very great Streſs, but which, in a Man- 


ner, is wholly neglected by us, who ob- 


ſerve that Feuers of all Kinds run their 


Stages, without any Regard to Numbers 
of Days, unleſs that they do not often 

extend beyond twenty one ; I ſay, not 
often, for we want not Inſtances of 


ſuch as have exceeded thirty one: But 


as to the finiſhing their Deſpumation, 
or what is call'd Concoction, preciſely 
on ſuch a Day, as the 5, 7, 11, 14 or 
21, there is, I ſay, no Rule that holds 
with us, who obſerve, as the Sick is 
{eis'd at all Times and Seafons, ſo dies 


he, or ſhews Signs of Recovery, on the 


Days intermediate, or between all theſe ; 
and 


POSTSCRIPT. 
and hence we juſtly, I think, have ſet 
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at naught the es Indices, indicantes 


ſeu contemplabiles, ſuch as the 4, 11, 17, 
and 243 the Intercidentes, call'd other- 
wiſe zntercalares, which were the z, 


5, 9, the 13 and 19, the Vacui, vis. 


6, 8, 10, 12, 16, 18; and which others 


have run up to 39, Whilſt our People 
make them all Medicinales, and in that 
reſpect, pleni, whether for the better 
at all Times, or not the worſe at ſome, 
1 ſhall leave the Faculty to determine; 
but doubtleſs it may furniſh out ſome 
Reaſon why theſe Criſes are leſs certain 


with us, than they were among the An- 


tients; for Nature, as Baglivi obſerves, 


being the beſt Curer of Diſeaſes, the 


Phyſician is to ſtand by, not as an idle 


Spectator, but to aſſiſt as he ſees Occa- 
ſion, or as the Symptoms happen to in- 
dicate: And this was the Method of 
Hippocrates, who gave few Medicines 
at the Beginning, and at the Height none 
at all, provided the Fever was not at- 


77 tended with - (ANY: perverſe or malign 


Surg» 2 Symp. 


NY 
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Symptom, requiring ſomething ee 


© teaſed and thwarted with the conti- 


s I hand now?) that every Thing grew 


to be done. 


By this, the Diſeaſe. came to its na- 
tural Criſis or Termination, at the uſual 


and ſtated Period appointed by Nature, 


which, perhaps, may be inverted and ren- 
der'd confus d, where  over-officious Art 
intrudes and puts by the ſame. _ 

© You can't imagine (ſaith this conſi- 
« derate Man) what Pleaſure I have had, 
< after the Purſuit of this Method, and 
« ſecing the febrile Fits ſucceed by gen- 
© tle and friendly Turns, running their 
< Rounds in the appointed Order of 


Nature; In ſeeing, I ſay, the regular 


a and finiſh'd Courſe, the Criſes or De. 

< puration of each Fit, as well as the 
general Mareen at 2 1 wo the 
< Difeale., 


On the other Hand, is he was | 
< nual Uſe of Remedies (thoſe too per- 
£ Ee l ſuited, as well as timed) 1 al- 

* ways obſervd (ve vabis Medzers ! fhall 


c - wore, | 
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e worſe, and I can ſafely ſay, that I have 
oftentimes cur'd inflammatory Fevers, 
« eſpecially thoſe accompanying the Small 
 * Pox, by Bleeding, a thin Diet, and 
 * diluting Remedies, and purſuing this 


Method, never had a Patient 4 un- 


< der my Hands. 

Oh happy Baglivi! c or ſurely theſe Fe- 
vers at Rome have been more mild and 
kindly than ours at London, where, tho' 


Iown, among the poorer Sort, who have 
purſued the ſimple cooling Regimen of 


thin Gruels prepared cither with Oat- 
meal or Barley, I have obſerv d the ſame, 
but not always the like Succeſs; nor 
among any of theſe afflifted with the 
| ſame Fever, could I ever fix the Criſis to 


the ſame Day, or thought it reaſonable 


to expect it: For altho' vegetable Fuices 
from the ſame Plants, and of the ſame 
Growth or Maturity, put into Veſſels, 
and ſet to ferment under the ſame De- 
gree of Heat and Cold, may happen to 
fine or be deſpum'd, the Effetveſcence 
cCeaſing at their limited Time or Period 
2 A yet 
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yet will not, 'nor can it be ſuppoſed 
the Blood of divers Men, living diffe- 
rently, and of divers Temperaments, 
ſhould be ſubjeted to the ſame ſtated 
Number of Days, under its Ebullition 
or Fermentation. 
Thus Lommius diſcourſing of the Con- 
coction of the feveriſh' Matter, acquaints 
us, that if any Sign thereof appear d on 
the fourth Day, about Greece and Italy, 
the Diſeaſe was judged, that is, termi- 
nated on the ſeventh, but with us, ſaith 
He, (Gueldria Batavica) upon the ninth ; 
and in the continual Fever remitting, or 
ſo intermitting, as having one Day bet 
ter than another, the ſame will not con- 
clude before the eleventh : But notwith- 
ſtanding this Difference of Appearance 
one Day from the other, altho the Force 
of the Diſeaſe ſeemeth to be overcome, at 
the Time of ſuch Remiſſion or Intermiſ- 
fron either, yet if there ariſe any ill 
Symptom between, it may not poſſibly be 
judg'd till the fourteenth, the common 
Boundary of theſe acute Diſeaſes, altho- 
2 Js 8 
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it may happen * may extend to 2 5 30, 
or 40. 
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From all whicts 1 think it appears 


plain, how little Certainty there is in 
thoſe Days, which are called Critical; 


and that altho the Blood of one, under 


this State of a feveriſh Ebullition, may 


ceaſe its Luctus, and regain its Temper 
by the ſeventh Day, yet that of another, 
under the like Efferveſcence, may not re- 


cover its priſtine Calm, till the eleventh 
or the fourteenth, the Signs of whoſe 


Approach are aptly enough drawn up 


by an Author we have formerly quoted 


upon ſome other Occaſions, vis. a ſen- 


fable Diminution of the Heat and Burn- 


ing, with an agreeable Moiſture, as well 


on the Tongue as the Shin in general, 
ſucceeding in its Place, the Urine chang- 
ing from the more to the leſs inflammatory 
Colour, or from that of crude to a con- 


cocted State, as is ſeen by its Light and 


equal Sediment; eaſy, gentle Sweats, 
kindly Evacuation alſo by Stool, as in 


the Time F Health; the Pulſe regular, 
| imitating. 
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imitating almoſt the Natural; and laſtly, 
if the Fever aſſumes that Shape, perio- 
dical Intermiſſions, at leaſt regular Remiſ- 

ions, where before the ſame was continu- 
al, irregular, and had mmperfect or maiſ- 
tinct Intervals. . 
And this is what I have thought 15 
ceſſary to communicate farther about 
the State of Fevers in general, and the 
Time of what they call the Cris, when 
the utmoſt Care is requir d, that inſtead 
of forwarding we do not ſome way re- 
tard or pervert the ſame, or change 
what might have proved ſalutary in- 
to a fatal one; in regard to which I 
cannot better ſhut up this Diſcourſe, 
than in theſe Words of the ſame excel- 
lent Author Lommius. 
Omnibus, ita uti præcepi, diligenter per 
Febris Principium & Incrementum, pro- 
wvijts: ubi ad Statum ventum eſt, videre 
inprimis oportet, quibus Natura viis, 
corruptum humorem pellere inſtituat: Eam- 
que convenit parum firmam juvare, neque 
vero reclamat quod Hippocrates ſcribit 
| VV 


gue Indicaleny ant Bare ſunt 
ea nullis Medicam mmtis aliiſbe fication 
bus laceſſenda, [ed ſinendd eſi? 


non laceſſmus, ſed quo "Natura benzin 


eo leniter impellimus, laborantique Na- 


ture, tanquam Manus auxiliatrices da- 
mus, rebus uſi Moderatioribus, nec quic- 
quam Nature opus, more purgantium me- 
dicamentorum turbantibus ; ut enim Na- 
tara rette ommia per ſe abſolventem attin 


gere, neceſſe non eſt : ita fas eſt lalorantem 


Conatuque vacuantem * 2 
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5455 31. under the literal reference at 15 bottom for 


apud nen, read apud nos. p. 58. line 18. forts r. are. 
| 8 6. r. cunflick. p. 64. linea ultima, r. it tuas not. p. 
144. l. ult. Re and. p. 159. for Operations, r. Os- 


ſervations. p. 160. 1. 6. r. cH,E d. p. 170. I. 22. for in- 


ſecratus r. n P. 209. I. x4. r. worthy. p. 240. I. 18. 


r. thns ſeiſed. p 283% 15. . 16. I. 1 cer, 14 
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